RAY~Link is published for the benefit of all Network members and the preferred
method of distribution is by e-mail. Those who receive their copy by e-mail will
receive their AGM calling notice by snail mail this year. A change which will allow
e-mail distribution of the AGM calling notice will be proposed at the AGM and will
hopefully come into effect next year.
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National AGM November 2nd 2002

-I-his year's National AGM will be held on November 2nd, and Leicestershire
RAYNET are pleased to be able to welcome the Network to Leicester for this
important meeting.

Geoff, G3STG has been able to secure the National Space Centre as the venue for our
meeting, and we are sure that members will find this a venue for an “event that's out
of this world”.

This “state-of-the-art” visitor and exhibition centre was opened just over a year ago,
and has already broken its target visitor numbers. It provides an exhibition which
demonstrates many aspects of space, space exploration and astronomy. In addition,
the “space theatre” offers a fully equipped planetarium and audio visual show offering
an introduction to space science.

The Centre, located in the northern outskirts of Leicester, is also the home of the new
“Near Earth Object” monitoring centre, and its clean control room will form an important
part of the Mars “Lander” project.

Members attending the AGM will have full access to the Centre, and there will be ample
time in the day’s programme for to visit the exhibits and demonstrations. In addition, if
you want to sit in on a space theatre presentation during your visit, then this can be
booked on the day at a special rate of £3.00.

Members arriving for the AGM will be provided with tea, coffee or cold drinks, and there
are refreshment facilities in the centre for those not wishing to bring their own.

There is ample free car-parking, and the centre is well signposted from the M1 and M69
motorway systems. And of course, talk-in will be available.

The National Space Centre Amateur Radio Society regularly operate and demonstrate
afully equipped amateur radio station in the Amateur Satellite Service for the public which
is sponsored by the major equipment manufacturers and by AMSAT, and we expect to
have this operational on the day of our meeting. This station forms an important part of
the “Space Now” area, and offers an ideal opportunity to introduce modern Amateur
Radio to members of the public. We recently entertained young enthusiasts who helped
polish mirrors for the “Starshine 4” satellite to be launched soon.

Ifyou have notyet sampled amateur satellite communication in action, this is your chance.

If you want more information why not visit the websites on www.spacecentre.co.uk
and www.nsc-ars.org
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A BUSY FEW DAYS WITH RAYNET.

David Hicks, G6IFA

saGroupMember,ZC10& Publicity Director, | often
Aget involvedinseveral aspectsof RAYNET over afew

days. A weekendinJulywastypical of thissituationand
covered4days.
09.00 hoursSunday July 7th. | wason siteat the Countess of
Chester Hospital, Checkpoint 26 the halfway point of the
Liverpool - Chester - Liverpool BikeRide, assistingMerseyside
RAY NET. Theeventisanannual fund-raiser for charity andthe
RAY NET operationisin support of St. John Ambulancewho
have4ambul ancesdepl oyedthat followthebul k of theriderson
thecourse. MikeG8RXBtheMerseysideRAY NET Controller
organisesthemanningof theeventby RAY NET and usesabout
24 operatorsintotal viaRAY NET Control and 2talk-through
boxes.
My checkpoint wasmanned by Graham G7NEH, apush-bike
mobilePeter GW4I GF, and me. Thisevent wasal soan opportunity
todeploy the“rapiderectdipole’. Thisisa9metrefibreglass
fishingpole, withadipolemadefromladder feeder cuttooperate
on2metresand 70centimetres. Themast and aerial iserectedin
2minutes(nokidding) andlashedtothecar door handlefor
support. The aerial operated very well with up to 50 watts
availableon2metresand40wattson 70cms. Wewerestooddown
at13.30hours.
At14.00hoursl wasmobilefromChester onroutetoBournemouth
some240milesdistantinordertoattendtheEmergency Planning
Conference& Exhibition. | arrived at theQTH of ChrisG8RXA
(twinbrother of GBRXB) ZC7 at 18.00 hours, spent apl easant
eveningwithhimandhisfamily, early tobed and next morning at
08.00arrivedattheBournemouth|International Centre(BIC). The
Dorset RAYNET Forward Control V ehiclewasalready installed
intheExhibitionandthe“National RAY NET” Display Standwas
setupready forthearrival of thedel egates. Withmeonthestand
were Chris GBRXA, Keith GTHQR Dorset DCC, and John
GOSKR S.E. Dorset GC. On demonstration in the FCV were
APRS, Slow Scan TV, together with Datatransmissionandthe
variousvoicefrequencies. Delegatesfromthe UK. Bermuda,
USA, Canadaand Europevisitedthestand and wereof good

Quality overthe2daysof theConference. Wewereabl etoattend
thetalksandlectures, themost notabl eof whichwasgivenby
JoeCallantheChief FireOfficer of theNew Y ork FireDepartment.
Hisdescription of hisinvolvement in the September 11th.
atrocity, togetherwithvideoand photographs, wasbothmoving
andemotional . Hespokeof thegreat| ossof lifeby theresponders
andpublicbutal soof themassessaved, whilstbeingcritical of
their ownactionsandthelessonslearned. Thisisonetalk | will
never forget.

Whilstattheevent| wasal soabletodosomepublicity work for
RAYNET, by talking to the editors of the SIESO & EPS
magazines, together withtalkingtothosedel egateswhowere
unawareof what RAY NET wasorwhat RAY NET did. Webroke
thestand downlateon Tuesday afternoon, and| returnedto
Chester.

OnWednesday morning | attendedaDemonstrationof theRiver
DeeEmergency Equipment. RAY NET wasinattendancewith
RNLI/Coastguard, CheshireFire& RescueService, Police,
Ambulance,andthel ocal Authority Civil Protectiondepartments.
Other RAY NET attendeeswere Greg GODUB W CheshireGC,
AlanG80OJQW CheshireDCC. TheEPOMajor Incident Unit
wasonsitewhichRAYNET mannedwith2metre& 70cms
equipment andweal sodemonstrated Slow Scan TV, andthe
variousmastsand aerialswehadavailableincludingthe“rapid
erectdipole”.

TheFireBrigadedemonstratedapneumaticwal kwaywhichcan
beusedtorescuepeoplefromice, swampsandwater. Itwasal so
demonstratedasa“jetty” andtheRNLI lifeboat madeuseof this.
Unfortunately the Air/seaRescuehelicopter wasunableto
attend duetobeingcommitted el sewhere. Thiswasaexcel lent
opportunity for all the participants to network with other
responders,andRAY NET wasabletodemonstrateitspotential
inassisting at emergencies.

Theforgoingisprobablytypical of theinvolvementof RAYNET
membersfromtimetotime, it doesseemtotakeoveryourlife
on occasions, but we are putting something back into the
community, whichisthebestjustificationfor doingit.

Ray Withers

Elections for Zonal Co-ordinators

tiswithsadnessthat wehavetoreport thepassing of Ray

Withers, MD of RAY COM, formerly G4AKZH. Ray diedin
hospital onSunday, 31st Juneandhisfuneral wasat Stourbridge
CrematoriumonFriday 12th. July.
Ray’ sbusinesswasoriginally runfromhishomein Stourbridge
afterwhichheopenedashopat QuintoninBirmingham. Hethen
moved toamuch bigger premisesnextto Junction 2 of theM5
motorway. Hegaveuptheamateur radi obusinesssomeyearsago
and concentrated onthebroadcast communicationsside, dealing
withsuchentitiesasMick Jagger, Jean Michel Jarre, etc.
Hewasaregular at many of theral liesupand downthecountry
andwill berememberedfor hiswitand humour eventhoughhe
hadbeenill for many years. Many of theRNARSmemberswill
haveseen him, met himorworked himontheair.
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he Zonal Co-ordinatorsin Zones 1 & 12 are due to retire at the end of

this year and the post in Zone 2 is currently vacant.
The Zonal Co-ordinator is an important post in RAYNET as the holder is
adirector of the company and a trustee of the charity. As such he, or she, is
the Zone' s el ected representative who ensuresthat RAY NET isrun properly
and that members' interests are taken into account at the Committee of
Management meetings.
A more complete list of the duties and responsibilities of aZC can found on
pages 2 and 5 of Ray~Link 37, July 2000. If you do not have a copy you can
download onefrom the members section of www.raynet-uk.net. Theexisting
ZCsinZones1& 12 arewilling to standfor re-election. Nominationsfor Zones
1, 2 and 12 should be supported by at least 5 Controllers and membersin the
Zone. Thenominee must also sign adeclaration the he/sheiswilling to stand
and not disqualified from being a company director or charity trustee. All
nominations should be sent to the Hunters Moon address before the 21st
October. An election will take place if more than one nomination is received
before the closing date. Further advice can be obtained from The Secretary
at Hunters Moon or secretary @raynet-uk.net
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Cheshire

Incident at Dash Falls RAYNET

- (Back O’ Skidda, Cumbiria).

teamfrom CheshireRaynetwasintheL akeDistricton
ASunday May 12th 2002, doing Communicationschecks

inpreparationfor theLDWA Lakeland 100. Bruce,
G10RS,waslocatedattheproposed Talk-throughsiteat Castlerigg
Circle near Keswick while Pat, GTEYR, Phil G4AHUF, Rob,
G8XMZ & Julian, GOL BOwereattemptingtoaccessSkiddaw
HouseY outhHostel intwoL andRovers. Phil & Patabortedthe
tripat apoint beforeDash Fall sduetothestateof thetrack while
Rob, amoreexperienced Off-Roader and Julian continued on
towardsSkiddaw House.
Atapproximately 1330 Pat saw franticactivity at thetop of the
slopewithseveral peopleshoutingtotry andstopsomemountain-
bikerswhowereheadingdownthetrack towardsPhil’sLand
Rover. Pat stoppedthemandthey abandonedtheir bikestorun
back upthetrack wheretherehad obviously beenanaccident. At
thistime, Robhadgood commswithbothBruce& Phil although
mobiletel ephonecommunicationswereunreliableinthearea. Pat
proceeded upthehill onfoot withahandhel dto establishwhat
had happened whilePhil & Robremainedintheir positionsto
ensuregood commswithPat onceshearrivedonscene. Shewas
met by oneof thebikerswhoadvised her that M ountai n Rescue
wererequiredtoattendtoayounglady whohadfallen40ft head
firstintoDashFallsandwassufferingfromheadandneckinjuries.
ThisinformationwasrelayedtoBrucewhocontacted Cumbria
Policeat 13:45by mobiletel ephonewhointurnalertedMountain
Rescue.
WhilewaitingfortheKeswick MRT toattend, theRAYNET
operatorswereabl etoassi st thecasual ty and other membersof
her party by supplying blankets, coats etc to keep them
comfortableandreducetherisk of hypothermia. Julianreturned
totheincident scenefromRob’ sL and Rover withequipmentand
tosupport Pat. Phil also ensuredthat thegateat thebottom of
thetrack wasunlockedtoeasetheM RT’ spassagetothescene
oncegood commswereestablished between Pat & Rob.
Keswick MRT wereonsceneat 14:33, andwithinminutesaRAF
Air-SeaRescuehelicopter hadarrived. Thecasualty wasairlifted
tohospital inCarlislewithsuspectedserioushead, neck & arm
injuriesalong with another member of the party, still wearing
Julian’scoat! TheRAFcrewmanrefusedtoreturnittoJulian!
Aftertheinitial call tothepolicehad beenmade, Brucehadtwo
callsfromKeswick MRT. Thefirst, at 14.03, wastoadvisethat
M ountainRescuewereontheirway, toconfirmthedetailsand
toenquirehow heknew about theincident. Thesecond, at 14:15,
wasto double-check the NGR of theaccident, astheir local
knowledgeindicatedthat radiocommsfromhislocationtothe
scenewasnot possible! Anexplanationof thepositionof therelay
vehiclereassuredthemthat thedetailswerecorrectasgiven.
CheshireRAY NET havesincebeenintouchwiththeMountain
Bikersand have been advised that the casualty was not as
seriouslyinjuredashadbeenthought. Shehasalot of bruising,
damaged neck muscles, abroken collarboneand abadly damaged
cyclehelmet.
Afterwards, theteamconsi deredtheir actionsandwerereasonably
satisfiedwiththeirresponsetotheincident-itisalwayspossible
tolearnfromexperience! - but mainly they werepleasedthat they
wereintheright place(s) at theright timeto beof assistance.
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RAYNET Supplies

Y NET SuppliescontinuestoserveRAY NET members

by supplyinggoodswhichareof usetothoseparticipating

i nour hobby. Whileextendingtherangeof clothing, the
opportunity has been taken to improve quality and to provide a
professional corporateimage. Membersmay choosegarmentswith
thetext “RAYNET” or with the round Network logo. Embroidery
of RAYNET Group names, callsigns, etc. can be arranged on an
individual basis.
Unfortunately, as often happens, the recent change provided afew
hiccups, with delays, caused by the change of suppliers, occurring at
the most inopportune moments. The stock held has had to be
increased to cover the wider range of garments, and members are
asked to allow up to three weeks for delivery, although in practice
seven days is a more realistic time.
RAYNET Supplies is run by volunteers, not full-time staff, and
correspondence by email (supplies@raynet-uk.net) is preferred
telephone enquiries whenever possible.
The new traffic jackets, which are smarter and more comfortable,
now come with transparent pockets which allow RAY NET badges
to beinserted for events, and removed if thejacket isto be used for
other purposes. In addition a transparent pocket with a Velcro
fastening is provided to take, and securely hold, a RAYNET
membership card. The high visibility waistcoats have RAYNET
badges sewn on front and back, and now also have the membership
card pocket as standard.
Asitisimpossible to take every stock item in every sizeto rallies
and shows, members are requested to order in advance so that your
order can be completed in advance and delivered at the show.
Members requiring items at the AGM should contact RAYNET
Supplies by 21st. October.
Thefull list of RAYNET supplies can be obtained in the members’
area of www.raynet-uk.net and a pdf file is also available for
download. A restricted non-members list is also on the site in the
“general” section. Makesureyou usetheMembers' areasothat you
get the full choice of goods!

“Classic 999 Show™

arlierthisyear, Bill Mahoney wasaskedto co-ordinatea
emonstrationstationatthe” Classic999 Show” usingWest
MidlandsRAY NET members. A pressrel easewaspreparedand
sent out, and Bill wasal soaskedtodoapiecefor PoliceWorld
aswehadgraciously beenallowedtousetheClubCall of thel PA,
GX41PA. Our photograph showsBill, far right, with Madel ey
Smith (left)and DaveGreen(centre) witha“ thank you” award
alongsidetheappliancewhichfeaturesinLondon’ sBurning
(hence“Blackwall”).




The Name RAYNET

Welcome to Leicester For the 2002 RAYNET AGM

ere hasbeen considerabl ediscussion recently concerningthe

RSGB' s proposal to move away from the term “RAYNET”

and instead to use the phrase “ The Radio Communications
Voluntary Service.” This matter was discussed in great detail at our
September Committee of Management meeting, and the committee
unanimously decidedthat The Radio Amateurs’ Emergency Network
would not change its title, nor use the phrase “The Radio
Communications Voluntary Service”, because it was felt that there
was no need for achange, and that our User Services and the Public
had been used to “RAYNET” since 1954. We were particularly
disappointed that no consultation had taken place despite The Radio
Amateurs' Emergency Network being affiliated to the RSGB.
It was agreed that we should issue the following statement which
reflects the decision taken at the meeting.
“There have been a number of enquiries following an item which
appeared in the September edition of RadCom, which referred to the
RSGB’smove away from theterm “Raynet”, substituting the phrase
“The Radio Communications Voluntary Service.” Despite being
affiliated to the RSGB, The Radio Amateurs’ Emergency Network
was not consulted about the RSGB’s proposal to change the
terminology. Atitsmeetingon 14th. September 2002, the Committee
of Management unanimously agreed that we would continue to be
called TheRadio Amateurs' Emergency Network, knownasRAY NET,
or “The Network”. As the term “RAYNET” has been used in the
public domain since 1954, and asthe Network hasactively promoted
thename“RAYNET” to our User Servicesand the Mediasince The
Radio Amateurs’ Emergency Network was formed in 1992, we will
continue this policy, and our groups will continue to be referred to
as RAYNET.”
It was further agreed that the Secretary would write to Paul Gaskell,
the RSGB’s newly appointed Radio Communications Voluntary
ServicesNational Co-ordinator, reminding himthat hisappointment
was made only by the RSGB and that he must not at any time speak
on behalf of The Radio Amateurs’ Emergency Network.
Atralliesandradio shows, someRAY NET memberscometo our stand
believing that they are members of the Radio Amateurs’ Emergency
Network, not realising that they are membersof independent groups,
or groups which are affiliated to the RSGB. While we encourage all
our members to work with any RAYNET members, irrespective of
whether they are, or are not, Network members, we must point out
that the benefits of membership are extended only to our own
members.
We did not ask to separate from the RSGB, but formed “The
Company” and later “The Charity” at therequest of the RSGB when
it was having difficulty funding RAYNET. Several meetings were
held, and it was agreed that we should separate, but maintain
affiliation. At the last minute, the RSGB decided to support some
groups which did not want to join the new organisation. The matter
was further complicated by UKRS which was set up as an alternative
radio club to the RSGB, and which also supported RAYNET groups.
We are pleased to note that RAYNET members are realising the
benefitsof being part of The Radio Amateurs' Emergency Network,
and that our membership figure isrising again. The Committee of
Management will do everything it can to support “ The Network’s”
members and is always looking for opportunities to further the
servicewhichweprovideto both our User Servicesand the Community.
Membersshould beassured that our title, registered for both Company
and Charity purposesis*“ TheRadio Amateurs’ Emergency Network”,
knownas“RAYNET” and that wehaveagreed touse“ TheNetwork”
as an everyday abbreviation.
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Wehopethat thefollowing noteswill answer most of your
guestions about the location for thisyear’'s AGM!
Location The National Space Centreislocated just off the A6,
2milesnorthof Leicester City Centre, midway between Leicester’s
central and outer ring roads. Brown signswill direct you from the
M1 (Junction 21, 21a and 22), and from all arterial routes around
Leicester The Centre is located in Exploration Drive, off
Corporation Road. Midland Mainline and Central Trains serve
L eicester station, and busroute 54 servesthestation, St Margarets’
Busstation, andrunsto Abbey L ane, 5 minuteswalk fromthe Space
Centre. For further information please phone Leicester Tourist
Informationon 0116 299 8888. If youwouldlikemoreinformation
about the Space Centre, try logging on to www.spacecentre.co.uk
or to www.nsc-ars.org

Best Routes From the North Exit M1 junction 22 and go 4m
southbound on the A50, signed Leicester. At the outer ring road,
turn left, signed A46 Newark, then in 4m turn right onto the A6.
Straight onat thefirst trafficlightsand again at the 1st roundabout.
Then at the second traffic lights, turn left into Corporation Road,
andrightinto Exploration Drive. Fromthe Southand Midlands Exit
M1 Junction 21a Note (no access this junction from the north!).
Follow the Outer Ring for approx. 6 milesthen turn right onto the
AG6. Straight on at the first traffic lights and again at the 1st
roundabout. Then at the second traffic lights, turn left into
Corporation Road, andrightinto Exploration Drive. Fromthe East
FromtheA47,takethe A563, the Outer Ring Road, for approx 4m,
thentakethe A6 towardsthecity. Then at the second trafficlights,
turnleftinto Corporation Road, and right into Exploration Drive.
Talk-in & Car Parking RAYNET memberswill be providing a
talk-in service on 144.625M Hz between 10:00 and the beginning
of the AGM , using the national RAYNET callsign GANRC.

The centre has plenty of car parking, and it’s free!

Meeting and Greeting Youwill met at thedoor of the centre by
members of the RAYNET Team, and you will be given your free
ticket to the space centrewhen you signin at our special reception
point insidethe main doors. Pleasedon’t gotothe mainticketing
desk, and remember to have your valid membership card with you.
No card, no free ticket!

A Welcome Drink The meetings will be taking place in the
“Shuttle Suite”, and all memberswill be provided with acup of tea
or coffee with our compliments.

My family are coming with me! Y our family are welcome to
visit the Centre with you, but unfortunately will have to pay for
entrance at the main ticket desk.

How do | get my ticket for theT heatr e Show?TheTheatre, which
isreported to contain the newest and best planetarium in Europe,
will be showing apresentation onthe“ Search for ExtraTerrestrial
Life” whichissuitablefor all family members over five. Members
can buy their ticket for one of the 20 minute shows at a specially
negotiated price of £3.00 when they arrive at the Centre.

Is GB2NSC going to be demonstrated on the air ? We hope
to be able to demonstrate GB2NRC satellites working live on the
day for members, subject to appropriate satellite passes. We may
even hear thel SSdepending on the space-crew’ sworking schedul e.
More details when you check in.

What arethefeeding arrangements? Thereisadedicated area
adjacent to the Shuttle Suite where you can eat your own
refreshments, or therearetwo snack barsintheCentre. Alternatively
thereisaMcDonalds1/2 mileaway, or many eating placesand pubs
in the City Centre just a few minutes drive away.
Isthereadinner on Saturday evening? Therewill beadinner
at the“GynsillsLodge”, part of the Premier Lodge chain, 3 miles
fromthe Space Centre. Thecostisbeingheldtoareasonablelevel,
andif youwouldliketotakepart, pleaseemail agm@raynet-uk.net
before Friday 25th October.

| want to stay overnight. A block of rooms has been reserved at
the same “Gynsills Lodge” for Friday and Saturday evening at a
special rate of £46.95 per room per night, and cost of one full
breakfast per night isincluded in thisrate. Reservations must be
confirmed to agm@raynet-uk.net by Friday 25th October.

Any guestions? Pleaseemail usat agm@raynet-uk.net and wewill
do our best to help.

Hope to CU in Leicester next month!
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