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Trial Membership Scheme

eCommitteeof Management hasfor sometimebeenawareof our slowly eroding

membershipnumbers. Therearemany reasonsfor this, includingthedivergenceof
themembershipintoRSGB, UKRSand | ndependent Groups, thel ack of exercisesbhy
our User Servicesowingtotheir useof their owncomms, theadvanceof cellular
telephones, andtheincreasi nguseof all sortsof communi cationsbased eeither directly
orindirectly onthelnternet. Itissadthat the" magicof radio” haserodedfor many young
people, afact acknowledged by the Radio Society of Great Britai nwhich hastargeted
thisgroupthroughvariousprojects.
Thereis,however, still aneedforthetrainedRAY NET operator, andthisi sacknowl| edged
inmany partsof theUK by our User Serviceswhich continuetoliaiseand exercisewith
us. Exercisingisnecessary, and an operator cannot expect towork seamlessly witha
groupif exerciseshavebeenallowedtolapse. TheCommitteeof M anagement therefore
arelookingat waystoencourageUser ServicestoincludeRAY NET intheir exercise
plans, and haverecently circulatedto CEPOs, viamembersof theHomeOffice* Working
Party for Emergency Contingency Communications’ (WPECC) aletter fromthe
RadiocommunicationsAgency agreeingthat User Servicesdo not haveto attend
personally at exercisesat whichthey haveagreedtoactas” User Service”.
Theother sideof theequationwastoincreaseour membership, anditwasagreedthat
agoodway of encouragingradioamateurstoseewhat wecould of ferthemwastoinvite
themtojoinusat nocost for threemonths. Theonly costwouldbeif they wantedto
jointhePersonal Accident scheme. Theresponsewasgood, but, unfortunately was
organisedjustasBritaincloseddownfortheFoot-and-M outhepi demicandconsequently
our new volunteerslost out on many exerciseswhichthey wouldotherwisehavehad
anopportunity toattend. The Committeediscussed (by email!) the possibility of
extendingthetrial period, anditwasfinally agreedthatitwouldrununtil 30th. June,
instead of 31st. May asoriginally planned.
Already someof our new membershavedecidedtotakeout full membership, and| hope
that many of the otherswill dothesame. Asl reported earlieritisimportant that
RAY NET isavailabletoour User Serviceswhenever they requireour services, and
neither they, or we, know whenthat will be.

Closure of BBS

The increasing use of the Internet has resulted in the closure of the RAYNET telephone
BBS which was formerly situated in County Hall, Aylesbury. Our thanks go to all who
made the telephone BBS a viable tool which held alot of information during its period of
operation. Unfortunately it was becoming increasingly less viable, and was switched off
earlier this year.
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Member ship Fee 40p/month
PAI £1.05 per year or part year

All correspondence and membership
registrations should be sent to:-
“Hunters Moon”, Newton-le-Willows,
BEDALE, North Yorks, DL8 1SX

Emergency 24 hour contact
line:- (0141) 621 2121

CHAIRMAN:
Ron Cowan, GM4SRL
(0141) 620 1000

ZONES:

Z1: Tom Hanratty, GOJRT
(01207) 505315

Z2: Contact Meantime Brian
Tindill, (01677) 450387

Z3: Geoff Griffiths, G3STG
(01664) 480 733

Z4: Philip Webber, G8KLC
(01582) 841 643

Z5: via GBRWH at present
020 8397 8027

Z6: and Deputy Chairman
Cathy Clark, G1GQJ
(01844) 351461

Z7: Chris Hampson, GBRXA
(01425) 672002

Z8: Contact meantime via ZC 10
(01244) 336639

Z9: Madeley Smith, G8KVU
024 7659 7411

Z10:  David Hicks, G6IFA
(01244) 336639

Z11: Contact Meantime via ZC 12
(01290) 421298

Z12: Tom Stewart GMOBKX
01290 421 298

Z18: Contact meantime via ZC 10
(01244) 336639

222: David Duff GM4AUGF
(01382) 370634

SPECIALIST TEAMS
Emergency Planning:
Cathy Clark, G1GQJ
Finance:
Martin Green, G4APMG
Publicity:
David Hicks, G6IFA
Information Systems and
Registrations:
Jim Andrew, G1IHUL
01530 249 218

Technical:
Chris Hampson, GBRXA
Training:

Contact chairman meantime
Talk through applications:

lan Jackson, GBRWH,

5 Vivien CI, Chessington,

Surrey, KT9 2DE
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Easter Sunday| John Slater
Search G6EUO

West Devon lan Harley
RAYNET G6BJJ

- Group Controller, Forest Heath Group.

Sunday 16th April, I receivedacall fromG1SCQ (Group

Controller NorthAnglia) at 11.30requestingassistance
withanongoing* Searchand Rescue” operation. Thecall was
madeonamobileinapoor |ocationbut | managedtoestablishthe
searchwasfor anelderly lady who had beenmissingfor 2 days
inawooded areabetween CastleAcreand WeasenhamAll Saints
andthat theuser servicewasNorfolk Constabulary. Armedwith
thisinformation| decidedtocall out theavail able membersof
Forest Heath Group, andthen proceededtothesitemyself.
On arrival at the site | found that the operation was being
controlled by GOM QL workingthroughatal kthrough controlled
by G1SCQoutinthewoods, butthey werehaving considerable
difficulty owingtotheconditions. Shortly thereafter GBAKC
arrived with aDual Band Collinear which weinstalled on a
telescopic mast and connected to my vehicle, giving 50watt
capability enabling control to havegood commsover thewhole
area
Whenthefirstgroupreturnedfromthesearch, wewent outwith
afreshgroup of Policeofficersandvolunteersand continued the
searchuntil approx 17.00 hrs. whenthemissing personhad been
foundasleepinabarnnearby. Itwouldappear abank holiday is
adifficulttimetocontact operators, especially withafallinglocal
membershipand currently no County ControllerinNorfolk, but
wemanagedwel | withthosewhoturnedout.

County Controller Receives
RAYNET Trophy

artin Harrison received the RAYNET Trophy at a

presentationwhichtook placeatHanley FireStationin
Stokeon Trent on 28th February 2001. Madel ey Smith, ZC9,
madethepresentation.

Itwasfor hisenthusiasmand professionalism of hismanagement
of the StaffordshireCounty RAY NET Groupthatthedecision
wasmadetoawardtheTrophy toMartin. HeisaProf essor of
Politicsat KeeleUniversity andlivesnearby. Hehasheldan
Amateur Radiolicencefor over thirty-four yearsandjoined
RAY NET sixteen years ago. His appointment as County
Controller camesometimelater and, with hisgroup, hasbeen
involvedinmany emergency incidentsinthecounty, most
recently thefloodingat Burtonon Trent. Hewasinstrumental in
providingcommunicationscover for theFireServiceat Cannock
Chaseduringthel asttwohot summerswhentherisk of heathfires
wasat itsheight. Thegrouphasal soassistedinthesearchesfor
mi ssing personsthat haveoccurredinthecounty aswell asa
number of other emergenci esandexercises.
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-at Plymouth City Emergency Training Sessions.

ver thelast year, West DevonRAY NET membershave

beeninvitedtogivetheirinputaseriesof half day training
sessionsrun by the EPO, for Plymouth City Council, David
Fletcher, and hisdeputy Graham Du Feu,(GONUO).
Thesessionsareai medprimarily at Plymouthcity council staff,
whowould beresponsiblefor therunning of emergency rest
centresandtherepairworkintheeventof an‘incident’ within
theareaof thecity, ortheimmediatesurroundingareawherethe
city mightbecomeinvolvedduetoitsstrategiclocationand
facilities.
Aspartof thecoursewhichincludessessionsontherol esof the
variousemergency services, and theprocessof handover tothe
city emergency teamsduringand after anincident, theroleof
voluntary agencieswasdiscussed at somelength. Toillustrate
howthey areof invaluableassistance, anillustratedtalk onthe
roleof RAY NET duringtheChipenhamBombincidentwasgiven
fromtheEPO’ spoint of view by David Fletcher, whowasthe
EPOat thetime. Themessageherebeingavery brilliantwell done
by theWiltshireRAY NET team, led by Noel Woolrych, who
wheresocritical tothesmooth running of theincident.
Recently thegroupwascalled out by the EPO todoacomms
checkfromall theERC’ swithinthecity areaand establishjust
what facilitiesareavailableat each. Anexercisethat wasplanned
to last around some 2- 3 hours. However, due to the quick
responseandinitiativeby theteam, all theinformationrequired
wascollected, passedandcol latedat theCity centreControl room
within30minutes. Well doneChris, GBLNT,BobM1CAB, Jack
G3HEL, RichardM5AFC, Kevan G1ILOEand SWL VAL.
Asaresult of theirinput, anew Emergency Rest CentrePlanand
Guidehasbeenproducedfor useby thecity staff.
Further coursesareplanned, andonceagainRAY NET hasbeen
invitedtogiveourinput.

Eric, G4AFSN

[~ or personal reasons, Eric G4FSN hasstood down asthe
_organiserofthereadersfortheSOm netwhichisheldon3.663
MHzat 08:30 hrs. each Sunday morning. The Committee of
Management fully understoodthereasonbehind Eric’ sdecision,
andthanked himfor all thework undertaken duringthepast ten
years. Subsequently Eric waspresented with anengraved
paperweight bearing both hisown callsign, G4FSN, andthe
Network’ scallsign, GANRC.

New User Services

I1owinganapproach madetothe Radiocommmunications
Agency atameetinglastJuly,theAgency hasnowincluded
theWRYV SandtheCoastguard Agency as* User Services’. These
andother changescanbefoundintherevised BR68 document
whichwasissuedinApril.
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RAYNET- a newcomers view

Emergency Planning Team

Dr Pete Ewing, GMOWEZ

Health & Safety Update

U1ti| recently, | hadonly heardof RAY NET throughcomments
ontheUK radioamateur i nternet newsgroup. M ost of these
commentswerederogatory, withreferencesto* playnet’ andhow
irrelevantitwasinthecurrenttechnol ogical climate.

Lastyear | wentonathreeday Medical Incident Officer course
(thelocal HealthBoard policy isto use GPsasmedical incident
officersfor majorincidentsinrural areas) and RAYNET was
mentionedinthecoursemanual. Itsaid‘ Theradioamateurs’
network (RAYNET) may provide staff and equipment to
supplement thecommunicationssystemat thescene. Thishas
beenusedtogreat effect (notably at L ockerbie) toprovidea
communicationslink between searchteams.’

Atthecoursel metthemedical director of theScottish Ambulance
Serviceand| askedforhisviewsonRAY NET. Toputitbluntly,
hecouldnot haveprai sed theorgani sationmore, and heclearly
regardeditasamajor asset.

| recently cameacrosstheRAY NET websitewhilel waslooking
forinformationon A PRS(automatic packet reporting system)
andNVIS(nearvertical incidenceskywavepropagation), bothof
whichlaminterestedinbuthaveyettotry myself.| sawthefree
trial membership offer and decidedtojoinRAY NET. Likemany
people, | haveabusy jobandfamily commitments, but| feltthat
| could at |east commit acouple of daysayear into putting
something back intothehobby, particularly asRAY NET was
obviously heldinhighregardby atleast oneuser service. | was
surprisedthat | had not seenany mention of thefreemembership
offerinPractical Wirelessor Radcom, bothof whichl usually read.
Anyway, | receivedawelcomeletter, RAY -link and membership
card about aweek | ater, followed by aphonecall fromthelocal
Controllerandaninvitationtothebiennial general meeting, which
had been cunningly arranged to take place in licensed
premises......obviously my kind of people. | went alongand got
awarmwel comefromthecurrent members. Theaverageagewas
rather |essthanmost amateur radi o clubs. Membershipnumbers
hadbeenfalling, buttherewasadeterminationtodo something
aboutit. | now look forwardto beinginvolvedinoneof this
summersevents....... radio being an enjoyablechangefrommy
usual medical work.

| amal soamember of theBritishAssociationfor ImmediateCare,
whichisaregistered charity which supportstheambulance
serviceby providingspecially trained doctors(usually GPs) to
assistat accidentsetc. Wedothisby providing:

a) additional manpower- especiallyinrural areaswherethedoctor
isfirstonscene

b) additional equipment, and

c) extendedskills, e.g. tracheostomy, nervebl ocks, chest drains,
etc.

There maybe a parallel with RAYNET. The organisation
traditionally providesanumber of operatorswithsimplexand
talk-throughVHF/UHFIlinks, but perhapsweshoul dal solook
intoour ‘ extendedskills' suchasHFNVIS,APRS, visual comms
anddata- atleastonanexperimental basis. Thesearefacilitiesthat
theuser servicessimply donot have. They areal sointeresting
techniqueswhichmay helprecruitnew members.
Thedemographicsof amateur radioarenot good. Thenumber of
amateursisfallingandtheir averageageisincreasing. RAYNET
couldplay aroleinreversingthistrend. Publicservicemotivates
people; | seethiseveryday intheNHSas! work withvolunteer
ambul ancecar drivers, WRYV Sandvolunteer blooddonors.Let’'s
get somemoreamateursonboard.
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ol lowingtheissueof theRisk Assessment documentationin
thelast RAY ~Link, theTeam haveturnedtheir attentionto
thewritingof guidancefor groupsrecommending“ goodhealth&
safety practice” duringRAY NET activities. Thedocument will
bemadeavailabl etogroups, andwill al soappearinthenextupdate
of theRAYNET Manual.
TheEPTeamwouldliketothank Dick G3XY J, SW Hertsmember
andaHealth, Saf ety and Environment M anager for amajor UK
company, for hisval uabl eassistanceandadviceinthepreparation
of thisguidance.
Development of an EP website:
TheEPTeamdiscussedtheviability of developingawebsite
devotedtoemergency planning matters. Planningisstillinits
early stages, but we hopeto have something on-line by the
summer.
Aswell asbeing ableto download documents (such asthe
GuidanceNotesonEmergency PlansandtheV oiceProcedure
documents) andlinksto User Servicewebsites, wehopetoal so
publishaquarterly newsletter for thoseinterestedinall formsof
emergency communications.
RAYNET and User Services:
Followingthestructured debrief at theNational AGM, many
groupsraisedtheissuethatthey finditdifficulttoconvinceUser
Services that RAYNET has a part to play in emergency
communications. Tothisend, theEPTeamarecurrently writing
apublicity leaflet, aimed solely at membersof theUser Services.
Thefirstdrafthasbeenwritten, and wasdiscussed at the EPT
meetinginMay.
If anyonehasany suggestionsthey wouldliketheEmergency
Planning Team to examine further, please contact them at
ep@raynet-uk.netor by contacting Cathy Clark GIGQJQTHR.

NEW RAYNET
COUNTY CONTROLLER

anVannerley,G0IZZ, retiredasController of Warwickshire

RAY NET on31st January thisyear after holding thepost
for anumber of years. HejoinedRAY NET in1983 and hasnow
been succeededby RonHorsley GOMRH of Stratfordon Avon.
NormanRead, whowasController at thetimeof theAmbulance
strikein1975, wassucceeded by Van. Normanthentook onthe
post of Assistant County Controllerwithspecial responsibility
fortrainingwithinthe Group until hisretirement fromthat
post, alsoon31st Januarythisyear.
RonHorsley hasbeenanactivemember of for anumber of years
andcanbeheardregularly ontheRAY NET Sunday morning net
on80metres. Heisoftenheardrunningthenetandreadingthe
news. HeisalsoaCounty Staff Officer in St John Ambulance
Brigadeintheareaandisresponsiblefor communicationsin
thatréle.
Intheir positionsasControllers, all haveworkedwiththe
Emergency Planning Team of WarwickshireCounty Council,
basedattheShireHall inWarwick. RAY NET andtheEmergency
Planning Teamhavebothworkedtogether oneventsincludingthe
time when snow completely blocked the M6 motorway in
Warwickshire. RAY NET werethencalledtoassist withrelief
operationsto stranded motorists. Other incidentsincludesome
of themany morerecent floodingandriver occurrences.
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Gas Leak
in Poole

Chris Hampson
G8RXA

Jim Burke

Fife Callout GMATNP

- Dorset County Controller

AY NET wascalledtoassisttheBRCSat 3.15amonFriday
th January 2001.

Thecall received by theCounty Controller fromtheEmergency
Planning Officer of theRed Crossexplainedthat therehad been
agasleakinBlandford Road, Hamworthy, PooleandthePolice
wereevacuatingpeopleinthesurroundingarea. A RestCentre
wasbeingsetupinStMichael sChurchHall anditwasnotknown
what communicationsexisted. A teamfor operationfromthis
locationand another to operatefromtheBRCSHQatthe EP
Managershousein Poolewasrequested. Duetothetimeof day
itwasagreedtocall outaminimum number of operatorsandif
necessary instigateafull call-outlater.
Four operatorswerecontactedandimmedi ately madethemselves
availabletotravel totheRest Centreand BRCSHQ. Thiswas
not actioned for afurther hour but by 5amthelink had been
established. Only 47 evacueesarrived at theRest Centresothere
washot alot of activity but regular sitrepswere provided.
Atvariousbriefingsitwasdecidedthattheoperationtodetect
theleak couldnot beginuntil daylight andtherewasarel uctance
toturn of the supply tothewholearea, asthat would have
generatedmoreproblems.
Duetothelack of traffic oneoperator wasstood down at 7am
and another at 8am so normal work could beattended. The
remaining operator stayed until 10amandthendecampedtothe
BRCSHQwhereheremaineduntil theofficial standdownat
11.20am.
All operators said that they found the activity extremely
interestingand all those present werefriendly and hel pful,
particularly theWRV Swho suppliedteaand baconsandwiches
duringtheoperation (itwasthought that thegascoul d not becut
off astheWRV Swereusing agascooker to cook thebacon!).
Thankshavebeen expressed fromthe BRCSand the Poole
Emergency PlanningOfficer.

- Group Controller FifeRAYNET.

Duri ngthewintertheFifeRAY NET groupwascalled out by
their EmergenciesPlanning Officer andhel ped, together with
thelocal 4x4 club, totransport essential hospital medical staff to
work throughthedeep snow whichhitthearea.

Theheaviest snowfallsfor 25yearsfell overnighton Feb26thin
Fife.Morningfoundseveral hundred carswiththeir occupants
trapped onthe main A92 road. Some of the occupantswere
trappedfor overtwelvehoursinfreezing conditions. Electricity
supplieswerel ostto 5500homes. M ovingabout theareabecame
impossible. Abandoned carsbl ocked snowploughsanddrifting
snow closedall butafew roads.

Frank Wallace, FifeCouncil Senior Emergency PlanningOfficer,
phoned FifeRAY NET Group Controller imBurke(GM4TNP)
at 0530 to assist with sourcing 4 wheel drivevehicles. Jim’'s
Brother David(GM6SZJ) drivesaJeepandisamember of thel ocal
Jeepclub. Several phonecallslater andfour 4 X 4vehicleswere
availableforuse.

Twoof thevehiclesservedtheVictoriaHospital inKirkcaldy and
the other two the Queen Margaret Hospital in Dunfermline,
ferryingessential hospital staff toandfromthehospitals. Some
of thestaff had beenunabletogethomethepreviouseveningand
hadremainedonduty, grabbingalittlesleepinhospital bedsduring
thenight.

The vehicle movements were monitored using RAYNET
communi cationsand mobilephonesfromtheEmergency Planning
Unitat FifeHouseGlenrothes.

Transportation of staff carriedontill lateafternoonwhenawell
earnedbreak wastheorder of theday. A ssistanceresumedagain
|ateeveningwhenhospital staff comingoff shiftrequiredtransport
home. Somemainroadshad beenreopened at thistimeand bus
serviceswereused by someof thestaff. Thelast of thetransported
staff weredropped off at 2200.

ThelastRAY NET member arrivedhomeat 2315. A longhard day
but onewithmany rewards. Oneof thehospital nurseshel pedto
delivertwobabies. How nice!

Membership Subscriptions and “Gift Aid”

tthestart of the 2000/2001 tax year anumber of changes
whereintroducedinthelnland Revenueregul ationsrel ating
tomembership subscriptionsand donationstocharities. Theaim
of thechangeswasto simplify administrationandtogreatly
encourageindividual sto maximisecharity incomethrough Tax
recovery.
What doesthismeantotheRadioAmateurs’' Emergency Network?
Until nowrecovery throughdeedsof covenantmeantahighlevel
of Administrationthat wasrecurring both ontheindividual
member and especially onyour officers. [twasfeltthat the
effort outwei ghed the administration.
Thenew Gift Aidprocedurescanbesimply enabled by members
andusingthemembershipcomputer systemeasily operated by
your officers. Attherecent Committeeof M anagement meeting
itwasdecidedtoputinplacethenecessary arrangementsasit
hadthepotential toincreasetheincomestreamby over £1000
per annum- thusreducingthedemandson subscriptionincreases
intheshort term.
What do | asa member need to do?
Y ouhavetomakeaonceonly simpledeclarationthat you pay
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taxtothelnland Revenue(needstobeat|eastc£2peryear). This
may betax oninterest frombank/buil dingsociety accounts,
earnedincome, Capital Gainsor sharedividends. Aspartof this
declarationyouundertaketoadvisetheNetwork shouldyoucease
tobeaUK tax payer. Thatisit, nothingmore- sosimple!
ToenabletheNetwork tocommenceclaiming Gift Aiditwould
behelpful if you could compl etetheattached pro-formaandreturn
toBedalenow!! For thelow cost of astampyou can bepart of
generatingauseful incomethat canbeusedfor supportingyou
throughtheNetwork national activitiesof representation.

Future

Clearly theabovewill only cover existing membersof the
Network sowewill berevisingtheREG 06- I ndividual Member’'s
agreement and guaranteeformso new memberswill signupfor
GiftAidontheirinitial membership application.

Group Controllers/Member ship Secretaries

Y our helpinencouragingall tax paying memberstocompletea
Gift Aidformisappreciated!
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