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L adiesand Gentlemen

| havepleasureinpresentingmy Chairman’ sreport for thelast twelvemonths, which
havepassedvery quickly, althoughwithal ot being achieved.

| start by reluctantly reportingthat our membershiphasfallenduringthepastyear. While
itisnotatacritical level, thedropdoesconcernme, ashavingahealthy membershipis
essential for our successasaServiceorganisation.

| amal so concerned at thenumber of unfill ed vacancieswhichwehavefor Zonal Co-
ordinatorswhoformtheCommitteeof Management. Whilezonesmay runsatisfactorily
with caretaker ZCs, the Committee of M anagement requiresmembers fromall areas,
firstly torepresenttheir ownarea, but equally importantly to help sharethenational
workload. | wouldask that all areaswhichdonot haveafull ZC maketheel ection of
azonal co-ordinator oneof theirfirstpriorities.

InJulythisyearthenetwork wasinvitedtoameetingwiththeRadiocommunications
Agency,whichwasal soattended by theRadio Society of Great BritainandUKRS. We
wererepresented by Cathy Clark, MartinGreenandme. Wewerereally well prepared
forthemeeting, having previously submitted apaper withour recommendationsfor the
revisionof BR68. TheRA also presented submissions, althoughtherewerenonefrom
theRSGB or UKRS. Weweredelightedthat our paper waswell receivedby all, andthat
itwasacceptedal mostinentirety. Our onemajor disappoi ntment wasthevetoing of
our applicationforaGB2callsignby theRSGB. Thiswasparticularly unfortunateas
we had been previously actively supported by lan Kylewhen hewas president.
FollowingtheRSGB'’ sinterjectionat themeeting, thematterisnow compl etely dead,
andthereisnochanceof theapplicationbeingresurrected.

TheRAY NET manual hasbeenrevised, andexchangeupdated CD romsareavailablehere
today, orfromRAY NET SuppliesinDunoon.

Owingtothefuel crisis, the September Committee of Management M eetingwas
cancelledat short notice, asseveral Committeemembersfounditwouldbeimpossible
totravel tothemeetingand beassured of being abletoreturnhome. Onecasualty of the
cancellation of thismeeting wasthesel ection of arecipient of theRAY NET Trophy.
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Itwasgenerally felt that therewasno nomination of suchmerit that theaward could bemadeby tel ephoneor email di scussion, and
consequently noaward hasbeenmadethisyear.

TheCommitteeof Management responsibilitieshavegeneral ly remained unchangedthisyear, owingtotheCommitteeitsel f being
mainly unaltered, with Cathy Clark continuingtobeanactive, and efficient Vicechairman. DavidHickshascontinuedwiththePR
portfolio, Martin Greenlookingafter financeandfundrai sing, TomHanratty | eadingthe Training Teamand ChrisHampsonlooking
afterthewidely scatteredtechnical group. Jim Andrewshasmaintai nedinnovationswhileleadingthel T Team, with David Whiteman
lookingafter theWeb Site, and MikeBarker continuingtolook after registrations.

| anJackson, our Company Secretary, completesall our legal requirementsand obligationsefficiently andtimeously, aswell asissuing
Talkthroughpermitsonbehal f of theRadiocommunicationsAgency.

Ray Webb, who hasgiven hisapol ogiesfor not being ableto attend today, continuesasour efficient Treasurer. BrianTindill, the
namebehind HuntersM oon, doesasuperbjob acting asour Postman and general back-upfor many positions.

EricWaltonhascontinuedtoorgani sethe80mnetteam, and Brian Shearer andMoiraput al ot of timeandeffortintorunningRAY NET
Supplies.

Lastyear | paidtributetomy wifeKatiefor sharingmewithRAY NET. Toenablemeto participateduringthenext twelvemonths,
| againmentionher understanding!

Oneissuewhichappearswithincreasingregularity i sthat of chargesand expenseswhileoutonevents. Thereisnodoubtthat members
financially subsidisetheservicethat they provideand, themoreservicethey provide, themoreit coststhem. Thereisno easy answer
totheproblem, and | wouldwelcomehearingyour viewsduringtheinformal sessionwhichfollows.

| hopetoseemany of youattonight’ sdinner, and | woul d al sowel cometheopportunity totalk withyour User Servicesduringany
presentationopportunitiesintheforthcomingtwel vemonths.

Ladiesand Gentlemen, Thank youfor beingactiveRAY NET members. | hopethat youget al ot of sati sfactionand enjoyment out
of providingavital emergency radioservicefor our User Services.

Ron Cowan, GM4SRL
Chairman (

Aylesbury RAYNET Group

Exercise Julian
12th November 2000

Introduction

For sometime, Peter Willdridge, Buckinghamshire’ sCounty
Emergency Planning Officer, hasfosteredrel ationsbetween
certainkey voluntary organisations,namely RAY NET, theBucks
Volunteer Rescue(BV R) andlocal groupsof 4x4 enthusiasts. The
philosophy behindthishasbeentogetthethreegroupsworking
togethertoform*teams” consistingof a4x4vehicleanddriver,
aRAY NET operator (for communications) andateamtrainedin
searchandrescuetechniques.

Thisthinkingwasfirsttestedin April 1999, withExerciseLeyton
Orient. Thisinvolvedthe" search” partandteamsweredespatched
onascenarioof lostwalkersonanorienteeringeventinworsening
weather. Thisworkedwell, but didnot actual ly cover the* rescue”
of casualties.

Inthescenarioof ExerciseJulian, variousstanceswereset up
withinthesitetotesttherecovery of casualtiesusingtherescue
teamsandreturnthemtobaseover roughterrain, usingthe4x4
vehicles. RAY NET’ srolewasto providecommunicationsfrom
thevariousstancesback toacentral control, reportingonthe
progressof theactivitiestotheexercisedirecting staff.

Page 2

Exercise Objectives

- Toobservefirst-handthecapabilitiesof variousvolunteer
organisationsto partici pateand assi st at major incidents, both
individually andinconjunctionwitheachother.

- Toprovideanopportunity for theparticipating volunteer
organisations to work alongside each other in arealistic
environment.

The Exercise site

Theexercisesitehadbeensel ectedtooffer awiderangeof technical
challengestoall participating organisations. It wasadisused
sandpitwithvariedterrainincludinghigh soft dunes, steep
sandstonecliffsandboggy qui cksand. Therewasal soanabandoned
sand-loadingtower of steel constructionsupportedonaconcrete
pier.

All areasof thesitethat wereused for theexercisehad been
examined and deemed safefor what isrequired. Someknown
danger areasweremarkedwithbarriertapeandidentifiedtothe
teamsduringtheinitial briefing.

RAY~Link 39 -January 20001



For reasonsof safety, thetower wasonly beused duringdaylight
(though it was used for ashort time during the first hour of
darkness.) Thenumber of rescuevol unteersonthetower at any
onetimewascarefully monitored.

Theexercisecomprised of anumber of ‘ set piece’ stancesthatwere
typical of any majorincident. Therewasnooverall exercisetheme
tolink thestances. Eachstancewasrunindividually and,insome
cases, multipletimes. Thisenabled all thosetaking part the
opportunity to practice a variety of skills with increased
participationandinvolvement.

TheWRV Sset up afeeding post for theother teamsand DS
personnel. Thisrequired assistancefromtherescueand 4WD
units,intheformof erectionof alargetentandair shelter.

Thed4WD groupset uptheir own set piecestanceswheretheir
memberscould practicespecificskills. Thewidevariety of site
terrainwasideally suitedfor thispurpose. Inaddition, therewere
several burned-out vehiclesonthesitethat wereusedasobstacles.

Theinitial callout and setting up.

Inthisinstance, RAY NET didnot performacallout,asourrole
withinthe exercisewasone of support and not atest of our
capabilities. Theothertwovoluntary organisationsdid, withthe
first participantsarriving onsitewithin 45 minutes. Everyonewas
requiredtosigninattheBVRvehicleuponarrival.

Because of therelatively small exercisearea, RAYNET had
decidedtotrial apurpose-built 70cmin-band talk-through,
crystalledfora7.6MHzsplitonthefrequenciesdesignated by the
RSGB’ sRepeater M anagement Committeewithinthel ow-power
repeater sectionof theband-plan. Thiswasmannedat all times
and operated under astandard TTU permit.

Handheldradioscouldthenbeused, asoperatorswerewithout
vehiclesandmessagescouldbeheardby all onthenet.

TheTTUwasinstalledintheboot of acar, withtheaerial sited
atthetop of asandy mound. A small mast wasusedwithaco-
linear aerial and aportabl egenerator wassited nearby toprovide
thepower bothtothe TTU andtolightingtoassist withthe
dismantling of themast after dark.

Uponcompletion of thesitetests, thepower onthehand-helds
wasincreasedto 1W, andtheaerial changedfor onewithslightly
higher gain. Thisimproved thecoverage, particularly tothe
difficultlocationat thefar end of the pit near thecliff stances.

Thesettingup of the TTU wascompletedwithinanhour, andthe
initial briefingof DSstaff andRAY NET took placeat 1330hrs.

Followingthebriefing, theair shelter andtentwereerectedand
equipment assembl ed for each of thestances. 4x4 vehicleswere
identifiedfor eachteam, aswell asthosefor thetransportation of
RAY NET operatorsand SEBEV observerstoeachlocation.

The Exerciseitself
Another briefingfor all exerciseparticipantstook placewithinthe

airshelterat1520hrs.RAY NET operatorsand SEBEV observers
weredespatchedtothevariousstanceswhilsttheBV R team
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leadersbriefedtheirteams, assembl edequi pmentandcarrieditto
theawaiting 4x4s.

RAYNET Control wassitedintheBV Rvehicleinitially, butthen
moved portableoutside. Thiswasfor avariety of operational
reasons, mainly becausetheoperator wasrequiredtofindthe
appropriate member of the Exercise staff in order to answer
queries, andthey werenot co-sited.

TwoBV Rteamsweredespatchedtodeal withrecoveriesfromthe
loadingtower andtwotorecoveriesonthecliffsat thefarend of
thesite. Thefirstwasmademoredifficultby theaccessgateto
thetower beingwel ded shut; thel atterinvol ved crossinganarea
of water whichhadbecomedeeper duringtherecentwet weather.

Eachstancewasgivena45-minutetimelimit,andmost achieved
this. Thestanceswerethenresetandeachranagainwithdifferent
teams.

Darknessfell andat 1730, all participantswererecalledfor ahot
meal provided by theWRV S. For RAY NET, thisalsomeanta
changeof operators- somethingwhichweoftendonot havethe
opportunity topractise. Wearrangedthisto coincidewiththe
meal break, sothat time could betaken briefingthearriving
operator and debriefingthedepartingone, aswell asproviding
bothwithahot meal.

Afterthemeal, RAY NET operatorsand SEBEV personnel was
despatchedtodifferentlocations, shortly followedbytheBVR
teams. Thetowerwasnotusedagain, beingreplacedby otherson
thefar sideof thequarry, thoughthecliff-sitescenariosrana
further twice.

Endex wasat 2100hrs, withall scenarioswerefinished, andthe
partici pantsre-assembl ed back at theair-shel ter for sandwiches,
hotdrinksandashort debrief.

Conclusion

It becameapparentinashort space of timethat theexercise
objectiveshadbeenachieved. Itwasthethirdtimethat RAY NET
andBucksV olunteer Rescuehaveworkedtogether onanexercise,
thelast onebeing ExerciseL eyton Orientin 1999 whichsaw the
integration of the4x4 group.

ThoughRAY NET’ sroleinthisinstancewasoneof support, it
washowever vital - thesitehadanumber of potential dangers,and
thesewerefurther heightened after dark. Thewrittenbrief toall
exerciseparticipantsincludedinstructionsfollowingagenuine
emergency or accident, andthiswasagain highlighted at the
briefing. It gavethegroupachancetotry thenewly-built 70cms
talk-throughunitinarelatively “relaxed” exercise, and certainly
operatorsremarkedonitbeing” somethingdifferent” fromstanding
onstreet cornerswatchingcyclists.

Onewasevenheardtomentionthatitwasnotevery day ona
RAY NET exerciseyougot thechoicebetweenasceneof crime
oragrenade!

From the BVR and 4x4 groups’ points of view, some useful

lessonswerelearnt, and SEBEV gavebrief outlinesfor future
training requirements during the debrief. (
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Zone 12 Report

Tom Stewart
GMOBKX

September 2000

hingshavebeenvery busy withall GroupsintheZone
participatinginvariousEvents, someoldand somenew.

West of Scotland Area: -

West of Scotland AreaRAY NET Group’ swereaskedat very
short noticeto provide Communicationsat the Great Scottish
RuninGlasgow, whichthisyear returnedtoaFull Marathon, for
thelastfew yearsit had beenahalf marathon.

Theeventwasorgani sed by theRenfrewshireGroup Control ler
Derek GM4LCZ who did amarvellousjob preparing for the
event. All butoneGroupinZonel2providedassistance. [twas
nice to hear members from Lothian’s RAYNET and East
Dumbarton Groupwho areaNon Network Group.

The Event went very well on the day with just afew minor
hitches, well donetothethirty odd memberswhoassistedonthe
day.

Thiswasalsoanew venturefor our NoviceMemberswithus
takingadvantageof therecentrelaxationintheNoviceLicense.

Cowal Group: -

TheGroup haveparticipatedinfiveeventsthisyear, Brianis
concernedattheadvancedageof someof hismembers, thisseems
tobeacommonproblemwithother Group’ sintheZone.

Supplies

Suppliesarecomingal ongfineandaDonationhasbeenforwarded
totheTreasurerfortheCommitteeof Managementaccount.
Can| request theassi stance of Controllerstotakeonand|ook
after aSuppliestableat local Rallies(a) to makesuppliesas
widely availabletothemembershipaspossibleand (b) reducethe
expenseof metravellinggreat distances. Postagecostswill be
met. Supplieswouldbesent onasal esinvoicebasi swithunsold
itemsbeingreturnedal ongwithachequeforthesolditems, tobe
creditedagainsttheinvoice.

Regards, Brian2M1HMYV Cowal Raynet

North Argyll Group: -

NoReportReceived

South Argyll Group: -

Reportedthat theGrouphad recently coveredasmall 10kmRoad
E?;e:n.alsoreportsthattheGroup’ sdaysmay benumbered; | will
givemoredetailsat themeeting on 16th September.

Clyde Coast Group: -

Onlythreeregisteredmembersat present, assi sted at the Gl asgow

Marathon, will cover Greenock Marathon on Sunday 10th
September withassistancefromtheAyrshireGroup.
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Lothian’s Group: -
NoReportReceived

Ayshire Group: -
Haveattended anumber of eventsover the Summer Months
includingtheGlasgow Marathon.

OneNew Eventthisyear andworthy of mentionwastheBHF
Charity CycleRideonthelsland of Cumbrae. Thelsland of
Cumbraeisonly 12 Milesin diameter, but it is4milesfrom
CumbraeSliptothetownof Millportwheretheevent startedand
finished.

Mostof theCyclist’ shiredtheir bikesfromoneof theHireShops
inMillport.

Lauramy daughter and| atleast onceayear cyclearoundthe
Island, sothisyear wedecidedto act assweepersfor theEvent
andbeinapositiontolet Control know at all timeswherethelast
Groupof Cyclist’ swere. (I alwaysgoto Cumbraepreparedwith
puncturerepairkit, TyrePumpandanassortment of Tool s) Just
aswell!ll

Afterthefirstmilewemetal ady whocomplainedabout her hired
bikebeinghardtopedal ,onexaminationitwasfoundthat theback
brakewaslockedon, aquick adjustmentandshewasonherway.
Afterfourmiles,acouplethathadtwosofttyresstoppedus,we
blew uptheirtyresandthey wereontheirway. (It appearedthat
I wastheonly persononthelslandwithtools.)

Aboutthreemilesfromthefinishwemetthreeladieswhowere
finishingapicnic, whenthelast|ady started pedalling her chain
cameoff, and shehad noideahow toputitback on.

After puttingthechainonL auragavemeawipetocleanmy oily
hands, andwefollowedtheladiesback tothefinish, wherethey
thanked mefor my assi stancethinking | wasemployedby the
BHFasabicyclemechanic. | assuredthemthatitwasallinaday’s
workforRAY NET.

They offered meaBacardi Breezer from theremains of their
picnic, but | declined explainingthat | am bad enough without
acohol.

Theorganisersweredelightedwiththeserviceprovided by
RAY NET and haveasked usback next year.

Lauraenjoyedher 20 mileridebut suggestswehireatandemto
sweeptheEvent nextyear, | wonder whowill beonthefront??
Sadly wehavelost acoupleof long standing eventsthisyear.

Renfrewshire Group: -

NoReportReceived. (
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ZONE10
REPORT

David Hicks
G6IFA

PUBLICITY
REPORT

DECEMBER
2000

October 2000 at theL ancashireEmergency PlanningHQ,

Westleigh, Preston. Aswell astheGeneral Zonebusiness,
reportsetc. therewasamajor forumonrecruitmentwhichwas
a lively and interesting exchange of views. An informal
demonstrstionof PSK 31 usingtheDigipansoftwarepackagewas
alsoof interesttomembers. Themainitemontheagendawasa
TalkandLivedemonstrationof Radio-Internetlinkingby Graham
Eckersall G4AHFG and lanM cPherson G4ZPZ.

A General Zone meeting took place on Sunday 22nd.

ThelivedemonstrationusedaCPCV OXlink attachedtoal aptop
via theBT line. Subsequent conversationstook placelive, with
radioamateursintheUK (Dumfries,Nottingham, Macclesfield,
Dukinfieldetc.), Florida, Conneticutt, Ontario, Michigan, &

Sydney. Intotal over 30 stationswereworkedin 65 minutes
internet-linking via. repeatersonvariousfrequenciesand bands.
Thiscouldbeauseful tool for RAYNET evenwithintheUK.

Anelectionwasalsoheldfor ZC10, and David Hicks G6I FA was
re-el ectedunapposedfor athirdtermof threeyearsfromJanuary
2001. All countiesintheZoneareinthequiet spell, followinga
very busy summerthroughtoOctober. Greater Manchester and
M erseysidewereput onstandby whilst Cheshirewerecalled out
to assist Staffordshire at the Floodsin Burton-on-Trent. 6
operatorsresponded but werestood downal mostimmediately
becausethecrisisexpected did not occur. Thisall happened on
Tuesday 7thNovember, Staff ordshirehavingbeencalledout at
03.00onMonday the6th. AlsoonMonday the6th. November
Cheshirewerecalledouttoassist at floodsin Tattenhall inWest
Cheshire. Thecall cameat 12.00and 3membersof West Cheshire
RAY NET respondedandsetuparadiolink between Chester EP
HQandthesiteby 13.00. RAY NET werestood down at 16.10
astherest centrehad closed and priority wasgivento potential
floodingatBangor-on-Dee& Northwich.

ThenextZone10 NWRA meetingisscheduledfor 4th. March
2001. (

dio Today Magazinehasnow beenkilled off by the

RSGB followingacost of around£100,000over thethree

earsthey havebeeninvolvedwiththepublication. Steve

Telenious-L oweformer editor of RTisnowtheEditor of RadCom
andtheGB2RSnews.

Thepublicity teamhasbeensuccessful ingettingitemsforthe
recent Flood coveragewasmentionedonthe GB2RSnewsonboth
19th& 26thNovember bulletins.

Weareawarethat many groupswereput onstandby duringthe
flooding problemsbut wehavelittleintheform of reportsfrom
thesegroups. Infacttheonly reportswehaverecievedhavebeen
fromStaffordshireand Cheshireoncall outsandstandby situations
duringthefloods.

RAY NET operatorsattheAGM at Bletchley Park stated that
they wanted publicity, despitethefact that they donot giveus
thematerial for publicity or even realisethat we have been
proactiveat National level onpublicity for thelast6years. It
wouldappearthatRAY NET membersingeneral donotreadthe
radio& emergency pressandthat Ray~Linkismerely glanced at
-iftheyreceiveitatall.

| was also made aware recently that the publicity material
distributedat theHighWycombe AGM didnot reachtheGroups
inatleastoneZone.Wearedependantonpublicity atgrouplevel,
anditwouldappear that Evenoneventswithacaptiveaudience
nothingisdoneingeneral.

Wearestill awaitingthereprint of thebluethreefol dleaf | et, held
up because of the pending Gazettenotice. Thisisnow becoming
urgentasGroupsarerequestingfurther suppliesof theleaflet. No
further progresshasbeen madeonthePoster Artist but | amnow
pursuinganalternative.

DavidHicksG6IFA Director of Publicity (

ltemsFor sale

Garmin GPS |11 handheld GPS,

4 AA cellsor external 12v supply with optional
lead, canal so connecttoPCwithoptional lead.
Unitisboxed,isinmintcondition,andiscomplete
withthemanual. £185 pluscarriage. Further
detail sfrom Jonathan, G4RLM on 01202 887947
or e-mail jonathan@j hiscock.screaming.net (
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Dual Band Vertical Antennae

About4yearsago| closed my amateur radio shop hear Scotch
Corner. QuiteA few RAY NET membershavecontacted me
sincethenwithregardtodual bandvertical sl usedtosell.
Althoughl amnowretired, | havel3verticalsleftandtaking
upspace. If any of your groupsareinterested, they originally
costme£50eachandtheretail was£89. | will letthemgoto
RAYNET groupsorindividualsfor £35each(+£10carriage
if necessary).

Contact Grant,

G8BAG QTHR or e-mail macaw@macaw.everyl.net(
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Millennium
Festival Awards for All

BBCRADIO Solent
Live Radio Interview

Bob Bloodworth
G4VWP

orthWest Durham RAY NET Group (01/DH/205) has
N beensuccessful insecuringaof £4030fromtheNational
Lottery CharitiesBoard.
Thegrant hasbeenawarded for amobilecommunicationstrailer
whichwill replacetheir existingonewhichisnolonger roadworthy,
beingbeyond economical repair owingtosevererustinthe
chassis. [twasdonatedtenyearsagoby oneof thePublic Utilities
andhasservedwell asamobilebase, andhasbeenusedinall the
group’ soutdoor events.

Thegrouphopestohavethenewtrailer, whichwill befabricated
inGlassReinforced Plastic, similartocateringtrailers, compl eted
intimefor thestart of theforthcoming busy season.

Intheapplicationfor thegrant, thegroup received excellent
guidancefromtheirlocal Authority, DerwentsideDistrict Council ,
thisbeingcoupledwithagoodsupportingreferencefromDurham
County CEPO.

If any groupwouldlikefurther information, they should contact
thegroup controller of theNorthWest Durham Group, Alan
Wallis, G4Y MU, who would be pleased to help. (

EastHampshire) wasinvitedtotakepartinaonetoone
liveradiointerviewfor BBCRadio Solentonthesubject
of RAYNET.

DaveWal ker G3ULL (RAYNET Group Controller-South

Thegroup, whichisdevel oping aproactiveapproach, hasa
publicity sub-committee which made contact with The
PortsmouthNews, andthi sresultedinthesubsequent publication
of ashortarticle.

Followingthispublication, theBBC contacted Daveandinvited
himtotakepartintheradiointerview. (

VNC'SDUTYROSTER,
/THJANUARY TO 25TH FEBRUARY 2001

Eric G4FSN
7th Jan - Duty GONZU, Standby G4KUJ
14th Jan -  Duty G3STG, Standby GOEWO
21st Jan -  Duty G4KUJ, Standby GOBDA
28th Jan -  Duty GOEWO, Standby GOMRH
4th Feb - Duty GOBDA, Standby GONzZU
11th Feb -  Duty GOMRH, Standby G3STG
18th Feb -  Duty GOVPJ, Standby G4KUJ
25th Feb - Duty G3STG, Standby GOBDA

Wearepleasedtowel comeEddie, GOEWO, back totherotaaf ter an unavoidabl eperiod of absence, andl ook forwardtohearinghim

onceagaininthehot-seat.

By contrast, however, welosethesevicesof John, G4AAAL ,whoisleavingustoreducehisextremely diverseworkload somewhat,
andtoconcentrateonother i ssuesequal ly asdemandingof histimeandtal ents.
Wethank himfor all hiseffortswhilst onour rota, and wishhimvery well for hisendeavoursinthefuture. (
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