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RAY~Link is published for the benefit of all members of the Network. It is posted to all

current members' registered addresses.
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Emer gency Planning Team -
Meeting the RA -

Have a break -

The latest from Geoff on Page 2
See what they are up to on Page 3
good news on Page 3

New |dea from Ron on 4

All correspondence and membership
registrations should be sent to:-
“Hunters Moon”, Newton-le-Willows,
BEDALE, North Yorks, DL8 1SX

Emergency 24 hour contact
line:- (0141) 621 2121

4th November 2000.

to Bletchley Park.

Annual General Meeting 2000

As previously intimated, this event will be held at Bletchley Park on

Please refer to the enclosed RAYNET AGM flier and the Directions

Risk Assessment

Enclosed with thisissue is a separate document and Risk Assessment
form. Further details are in the Emergency Planning Team's report

CHAIRMAN:
Ron Cowan, GM4SRL
(0141) 620 1000

ZONES:

Z1: Tom Hanratty, GOJRT
(01207) 505315

Z2: Contact Meantime Brian
Tindill, (01677) 450387
Z3: Position Vacant

Z4: Martin Green, G4PMG
(01422) 828678

Z5: via GBRWH at present
020 8397 8027

Z6: and Deputy Chairman
Cathy Clark, G1GQJ
(01844) 351461

Z7. Chris Hampson, GBRXA
(01425) 672002

Z8: Contact meantime via ZC 10
(01244) 336639

Z9: Madeley Smith, G8KVU
024 7659 7411

Z10: David Hicks, G6IFA
(01244) 336639

Z11: Contact Meantime via ZC 12
(01290) 421298

Z12: Tom Stewart GMOBKX
01290 421 298

Z18: Contact meantime via ZC 10
(01244) 336639

222: lain Strachan, GM4FLP
(01382) 580356
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Committee of

Ron - GM4SRL
Management

Eric

80m Net Duty Roster GAFSN

meeting of theCommitteeof Management owingtothefuel

crisis. Thetiming could not have beenworse, and wewere
affected asseveral ZCsfound that they could not travel to
Beaconsfieldforthemeeting.

I twaswith great regret that | had to cancel the September

AsthedatesfortheCOM aresetyearlyinadvance, andasZCs
havemany other commitments, it wasnot possibleto schedule
another meeting beforethe AGM. Thishascaused several
problems, includingthesel ection of therecipient of theRAY NET
Trophy. E-mail hasbeenused morethanusual, anditwashoped
toorganiseamulti-way telephonelink. Intheend, owingtomy
failuretofindasuitabletimeforall ZCsduringthefol lowingweek,
thisdid not happen.

Itwasthought by someZCs, and| wouldtendtoagree, thatthere
isnosubstitutefor sittinground atablefor aday discussing
RAY NET businessfacetoface. Hopefully wewill beabletoget
together for abrief meeting at Bl etchley Park, either beforeor after
thedaysproceedings.

-I-henet controllersfor thenext threeweeksareasfollows:-

15th Oct - Duty G4KUJ, dgandby G3STG

22nd Oct - Duty GOBDA,  sandby G3STG

TheWebDiary.| Geoff G3STG

20th Oct - Duty GOMRH, sandby G4AAL
Improved R GM4SRL
. on -
News Deadline

web pagesfromtimetotimemay havenoticedthat

someadditional iconshavebeenappearingrecently.
Theseindicatethat additional informationishiddenaway, which
canbereveal edby allowingyour mousetohover over theiconfor
amoment.

M emberswholook atthediary entriesontheRAY NET

Additional information such ascontact names, rendezvous
locations, detail sof eventtimingsandoperational frequenciescan
beprovided hereif theevent controllerswishto sharethat
information. Thissort of detail can beextremely useful for
planningtheoperational frequenciesforyour eventsoastoavoid
mutual interference, or for givingfurtherinformationwhenhelp
isneeded by your Group.

Sowhy nothavealook attheDiary pagesfor thisAutumn, and
seewhetheryouthinkthisprovidesauseful service. TheDiary
pages can be accessed via the 80m news page on http://
www.raynet-uk.net/ Any commentsor suggestionsshouldbe
mailedtodiary @raynet-uk.net whichisalsotheaddressfor
submissionsfortheDiaryentries.
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have taken advantage of improved e-mail
Wecommunicationsand consequently newsitemsforthe
Sunday netcanbereceiveduntil 19:00hrs.onThursday

evenings. | hopethatthiswill later beextendedto Fridays, but
itmust berememberedthat all involvedare, likeyou, volunteers,

and may wish to go away for the weekend starting, in some
instances, onaFriday.

All news, for the80 metrenet or for RAY ~Link should besent
tonews@raynet-uk.netor raylink @raynet-uk.net by 19:00hrs.
onaThursday evening. After checkingandcollating, | sendthe
newsto Geoff G3STGwhointegratesitwiththeDiary Dates
informationbeforeforwardingittotheduty and standby net
controllersfortransmissionat 08:30hrs.local on3.663MHzon
Sunday mornings.

Copiesof thenewsareal sosenttothetelephoneBBS, senton
packet, ande-mailedtoaneverincreasinglist of controllersor
grouprepresentatives.

Controllersusethenewsintheir own netsduringthefollowing
week, or re-forwarditto membersby e-mail.
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The EmergencyPlanning Team

eNetwork’ sEmergency Planning Team consi stsof

seven people drawn from avast range of RAYNET

expertise and come from throughout the South and

East of England. Led by Cathy Clark G1GQJ, other members

areBob Bloodworth G4V WP (County Controller of Hants),

Trevor Groves G4KUJ (County Controller of Herts), Eddie

Ogden GOEWO of NW Hants RAYNET, Dave Seabrook

G6HPY (member of Forest Heath RAYNET), David Smith

G8IDL (member of Cambridge RAYNET) and John White
G4BCY of Surrey RAYNET.

Their responsibilities are:

o Toliaisewith al the User Services at anational level

o Thepublicationof Standard Operating Procedures(such
as the V oice Procedure document issued in 1998)

o International liaison

o Talk-through permits, in conjunction with lan Jackson
G8RWH, and liaison with the Radiocommunications
Agency.

o ToliaisewiththeRSGB and itsERL O (Emergency Radio
Liaison Officer) andwithRSGB Committeesonsuchmatters
as frequencies and band planning.

0 Support for emergencies (examples being the “ Guidance
Notesfor Emergency Plans’ issued in September 1998 and
the preparation of an Emergency Planning Resource
Database [EPRD])

o To maintain contacts with other organisations ? The
production and updating of the RAYNET Manual (issued
in January 2000)

0 The collation of documents such as the “Report on
Millennium Duties’ (copies of which are available from
Zonal Co-ordinators)

0 The preparation of documents relating to Health and
Safety matters, such as Risk Assessment.

In addition, the Team also liaises with the other voluntary
teamswithintheNetwork, such asthe Technical, Publicity,
Information Systems and Training Teams, on matters of
mutual interest.

Health and Safety issues.

One of the most important matters which the EP team is
currently involved in is Health and Safety. The Team has,
for sometime, beentryingtoformulateaHealth and Safety
Statement on behal f of the Committee of Management, but
this has been fraught with problems, mainly because of
conflicting advice from the “experts’ whose counsel we
have sought.

However, theonething most groupsseemtobeincreasingly
asked to undertake isrisk assessments. In order to assist
groups with this task, the EP Team has prepared a simple
form, RA-01, which leads event controllers through the
process. Tosupportthistask, David Green, Group Controller
of Coventry RAY NET, hasprepared adocument, outlining
a number of possible risks, how these risks might be
reducedduring RAY NET operations, thelikelihood of them
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happening and the impact such arisk would have should
it occur. This document is only issued as guidance and
should be adapted to suit local situations.

Who fillsin the form?
AnRA-01formshouldbecompletedfor eachevent undertaken.
Itshouldbefilledin by any of thefollowing: the Group/County
or AreaController, Event Controller or other officer of the
group(s) takingpart. Uponcompl etion, it should besignedand
dated by thepersoncompl etingtherisk assessment, andfiledfor
futurereference. Itisprobably best filed aspart of theevent
paperwork,andcanreferredtoagainif theeventiscarriedoutin
futureyears.

Theexamplesgivenontheformareforyour guidance, andarenot
intendedtobeall-encompassing. Theideaistoreducethehazard
bytakingprecautions. Any“risk” whichyoufeel isnotadequately
controlled shouldbebroughttotheattention of boththeevent
organiser andyour ownmembersduringabriefingfortheevent.

Meetingwiththe RA

attendedameeti ngwiththeRadiocommunicationsAgency

inLondoninJuly. RepresentativesfromtheRSGB and
UKRS were also present, and all found the meeting most
constructive.

R)n, GM4SRL, Cathy, G1GQJ and Martin, G4PMG

TheNetwork had previously giventhe Radiocommunications
Agency alist of improvements which it would like to see
incorporatedinarevised BR68, andall thesesuggestionsand
recommendati onswerediscussedingreatdetail. [twaspleasing
tonotethat nearly all of themwereacceptedwithoutalteration.
Althoughwecannot at thistimegivefull detail sof all theaccepted
recommendations, one hasalready beenimplemented. This

allowsNovicelicensehol derstopassmessagesfor third parties,
whenworkingforaUser Serviceinthesameway asA andBlicense
holderscan. Attherequest of thechairman, theRA agreedtoallow
thisworkingwithimmediateeffect, and anitemtothat effect
appeared onthe80 net on Sunday 13th. August. Officially license
holdersshouldwaitfor theissueof aGazetteNotice, buttheRA

said, inthisinstancethey wouldallowimmediaterel axation.

Other changeswill includeanincreasedlist of User Servicesand
changesto thetal kthroughconcession. Inthemeantime, however,
nothingel sehaschanged, andcurrentlicensing conditionsmustbe
adheredto.

Theonly disappointmentwastherefusal of aGB2callsignforthe
80mnet. Wethoughtthat weput forwardagood case, butthe
RSGB advisedstrongly againstthegrantingof suchalicense. We
hadoriginally appliedfor suchacallsigntotheRSGB whenlan
Kylewaspresident, and hewaskind enoughtorecommendthat
itbegranted. Theapplicationappearedtoget|ostand/or muddled
between the RSGB and the Radiocommuni cationsAgency, and,
after alot of chasingitwasagreedthatitwouldberaisedat the
July meeting, whenthedecisionwent against us.

Thechairmanwill begivingafuller reportonour BR68submissions
atthe AGM on4th. November, soif youwant tohear first hand
about thepointsput forwardby theCommitteeof Management,
goaongtoBletchley Park
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Geoff
G3STG

RIAT Cottesmore
22 — 25 July 2000

New Idea. Ron - GM4SRL

is year the Royal International Air Tattoo was

I staged at the RAF base at Cottesmorein Rutlandin

|ate June, duetoreconstruction of therunway at the
Tattoo traditional home at RAF Fairford.

Little advanced warning was given to the County
Emergency Planning Officer compared to the 15 months
normally spent in preparation, and the situation was made
worseby thefact that the County of Rutland’ sEmergency
Planning function was only passed over to the newly
reformed County 3monthsbeforetheevent, and aspecialist
EPO was only appointed one month before the big day!

RAYNET membersfrom Leicester, Melton Mowbray and
the Four Counties Group in Cambridgeshire responded to
therequest for assistancefromthe EPOteam, and anetwork
was set up from Silver Control on base to the County
Highways team at Greetham, and to the press centre at
Ashwell. Inaddition, coveragewas provided for on-base
handheldsfor the operators accompanying the EPO team,

and | ater these operators provided val uable assistance to
the Police for missing person operations.

The silver control, which was set up in the base County
Primary School, contained operatorsfrom Military, Police,
Fire, and Ambulance, as well as the RAYNET/EPO team,
andin order to guard against mutual interference, theteam
operatedaV HFlink toatalk-through unitssited elsewhere
togivesolid coverage over theentire basefor the portable
operations.  In addition, a VHF packet network was
maintai nedtoreinforcethevoicelinkstothetwooutstations.
The on-base transceivers were protected by the use of
additional filter units to give improved immunity in this
noisy RFenvironment, andthisprecaution seemedtowork
very well.

Off base, thelevelsof traffic werein general very low, and
once someinitial problemswere overcome, the operation

went very smoothly. Plans are already being laid for a
probable repeat duty next year.

Silver Control

RAYNET operations at Silver with Jim G1HUL, Roger
G6CKR and Ivon G1IMJ manning the desk

Putting up the 40ft pump-up mast at Ashwell with Derek
G1SPA and Bob G7PNG doing the hard work.
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Hydro, Perthshire, whichwasorgani sed by the Scottish

Branchof theEmergency Planning Society. Theprogramme
andthevenuewereexcellent, andwethoughtthatitwoul dbegreat
togather RAY NET membersandtheir familiesattheHydrofor
aweekend of doingnothing! TheHydrohasspecial ratesduring
thewinter whichincludeDinner BedandBreakfast, andthereare
alsochal etsand cottageswhichcanbehired. Therangeof activities
whichcanbeundertakenisvast. They rangefromhorseridingto
tennisandfrombowlstofour x four off roaddriving. Thereisalso
aleisurecomplex, completewithagym.

Tom Stewart and | attended an Autumn Study at Crieff

Weintendtoletmembersdowhat ever they wishtododuringtheir
stay,andprobably tohaveonly oneRAY NET presentation. The
in-wordfortheweekendwill be* Networking” andtherearemany
placesintheHydrothat memberscangather for headtohead, or
groupdiscussions.

Whiletheweekendwill betargeted at|ocal members, thosefrom
therest of theUK will bewel come, anditishoped, will betempted
to attend.

Theproposal will beairedattheAGM, andfull details, including
dates, will beannounced onthe80mnetinduecourse. Inthe
meantime you may wish to look at the Hydro’s website at
www.crieffhydro.com

lan Jackson
Company Secretary

ZONE3
ZC

isisanimportant announcement for membersof groups
I i

in Derbyshire, Leicestershire Lincolnshire
Northamptonshire, Nottinghamshire

Thepost of Zone Coordinator for Zone 3 hasunexpectedly
becomevacant and nominationsfor thispost arenow sought.

Any memberregisteredtoaGroupwithinZone3iseligibletobe
nominatedal thoughi deally thenomineeshoul dhavehadexperience
asangroup or county official e.g. controller.

Theroleof ZoneCoordinatorisimportantinthreeways. The
personel ectedis(1) aDirectorof TheRadioAmateurs Emergency
Network as defined by company law, (2) a Trustee of the
Registered Charity and(3) thevital link betweenmembersandthe
National organisation.

Nominationsshouldincludethe nameand signature of the
nomineestatingthat (s)heiseligibleandwillingtostandforthe
post, and names of controllers & members supporting the
nomination.

Theclosingdatefor nominationstobereceived at“Hunters
Moon”, BedaleDL81SX is15th November 2000

Moredetailsof thedutiesandresponsibilitiesof azC canbe
foundinthelastissueof RAY ~Link (Issue37 July 2000) or
questionscanbesentto secretary@raynet-uk.net
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