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AGM 2000

The2000AGM will beheldintheBallroom at Bletchley Park Museum, Bletchl ey,
MiltonKeyneson Saturday 4th. November.

TheMuseumisclosedthatweekend, butamember of theBP Trusthasbeeninvitedto
giveashorttalk (around 30—40minutes) onthehistory of the Park during our morning
session.

Coffeewill beservedonarrival intheChapel from10.30am. andlunchwill beavailable
betweenthemorningandafternoon sessions.

Weintendtoarrangeadinner and social eveningfollowingtheAGM, and detail sof this,
alongwithfull AGM detailswill begiveninfutureeditionsof RAY ~Link. Meantime,
pleasemark Saturday 4th. November inyour diary!

Membership Renewals

Several membershaveasked why existingmembersarebeingrequestedtosignan
“Individual Member’ sAgreementandGuarantee” form(reg-06). Upuntil now, thisform
wasincorporatedintherenewal form, butinordertoallow futuredevel opmentsincluding
thefacility of electronicre-registrationfor groups, a“ onceonly” formhasbeenissued.
Oncethishasbeensigned, memberscanre-register without havingtosendinasigned
document.

CHAIRMAN:
Ron Cowan, GM4SRL
(0141) 620 1000

ZONES:

Z1: Tom Hanratty, GOJRT
(01207) 505315

Z2: Contact Meantime Brian
Tindill, (01677) 450387

Z3: Keith Gudgin, GOCXP
(01909) 565257

Z4. Martin Green, G4PMG
(01422) 828678

Z5: via GBRWH at present

Z6: and Deputy Chairman
Cathy Clark, G1GQJ
(01844) 351461

Z7: Chris Hampson, GBRXA
(01425) 672002

Z8: Contact meantime via ZC 10
(01244) 336639

Z9: Madeley Smith, G8KVU
(01203) 597411

Z10:  David Hicks, G6IFA
(01244) 336639

Z11: Contact Meantime via ZC 12
(01290) 421298

Z12: Tom Stewary GMOBKX
01290 421 298

Z18:  Contact meantime via ZC 10
(01244) 336639

222: lain Strachan, GM4FLP
(01382) 580356

80m duty Roster for May and June 2000

7thMay - Duty GOEWO, Standby GOBDA
1l4thMay-  Duty GONZU, Standby G4KUJ
21st May - Duty GOMRH, Standby G4AAL
28thMay -  Duty GOVPJ, Standby GOMRH
4th June- Duty G3STG, Standby GONZU
11th June- Duty G4AAL, Standby GOEWO
18thJune- Duty GOBDA, Standby G4KUJ
25th June- Duty G4FSN, Standby GOV PJ
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Voluntary Organisationaand Emergency
Management 2000 and Beyond

Seminar
6-7 April 2000

arrivedingoodtimefor thisseminar that coveredtwodays.

What | wonderedwasitall goingtobeabout. Thefirstfriendly
facel saw wasthat of our Zonerepresentative Cathy Clark,
shortly followedby Tom Stewart, DavidHicks, AlanHopkinson
andfinally ourillustriousChairman Ron Cowan.

It soonbecameobviousthat theEmergency Planning Col legeat
Easingwoldwerewel | usedtolookingafter our needs! After
havingbookedinandfoundmy room| wasinvitedtolunch. This
provedtobeinafineoldhousethat functionsasthemain
reception areatogether withthelecturetheatreand seminar
rooms.

Afterlunchandgeneral chit-chatwiththeother fiveRaynetthe
seminar proper commencedat 14: 30, after theusual introductions
themainbusinessgot underway.

The first Speaker was Peter Davies, Head of Home Office
Emergency PlanningDivision, hetoldussomethingaboutthe
backgroundtotheCollegeanditsfunctionwhichistotrain
Emergency Planning Officers, andtheir colleagues, inall matters
pertainingtodisaster planning.

Inspector GlennBrown, L eicestershireConstabulary, described
how hesaw theuseof thevol unteer sector intimesof emergency
bothminor and major. Hestarted by statingthat thePolicedonot
control anyone! They seetheirjobasfacilitators, thatisthey
makeit possiblef or other emergency organi zationstodotheirjob.
TheFireandRescueServiceto' rescue’ peopleandtheAmbulance
Servicetocarry outall medical work. ThePolicewouldclearthe
way fortheseother servicestogettothesceneof thedisasterand
generally ensurethatthescenewasmaintai nedinsuchastateas
to enablethemto carry out any investigation that might be
necessary, shouldany futureinquiry beinstigated.

It appearsthat thetermsbronze, silver andgold- asappliedto
theareasaroundanincident - arenow outdated. Thesearemore
generally referred to as operational, tactical and strategic
respectively, thelatter beingrarely used exceptinthemost
seriousof disasters. (Gold, Silver & Bronzehavenever beenused
inScotland- Ed)

Hewentontosay that all voluntary organizationsmust ensure
that all individualsmust bereadily identifiable, either by an
armband or tabard, and that they should carry someofficial
identification and hehopedthat all organizationsdidissue
identity cardstoeach of itsmembers.

Rai sed by | nspector Brownwasthesubject of logkeeping - no
not thelogneed under our Amateur RadioLicence! Thisisthe
personal logeachandevery personinvolvedinanevent must
keep. Itwaspointoutthatinthesedaysof suingall and sundry
youmustbeabletoaccurately statewhatyoudid, whatyousaid,
whenandtowhom. Theonly way todothisistokeepawritten
logof everything. Tothisend, Raynet Groups-and Surreyisno
exception - havealogkeeperin Control making nhotesof every
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transmissionandreceptiontogether withtimes. Thisneednotbe
ultradetailed, sufficethat it providesconfirmationof what was
said, bywhomandwhen.

Becausewritten notescanbechallenged, Surrey Raynetare
experimentingwithanew systembased onrecordingbothsides
of atransmissionontoaPC. Thesoftwarecapabl eof achieving
thisisalready inthe SharewareDomain. Theprogramwill record
directly ontotheharddiscprovidinga.WAYV file, time-stamping
isautomaticandaV OX systemensuresthat pauses, andgapsin
transmissions, areremoved. TheprogramisRecAll Profrom
Sagesoft, an American company. Y ou candownload atime-
limited versionfromtheWeb, sagesoft.comshouldfindthem.

Oneinteresting pieceof information- quitenew tome-isthat the
Policedonow carryinsurancetocover volunteers, providedonly
that thePolicehaveaskedfor thesevolunteersofficially. Thelaw
for thiswaspassed asthePolicelnsuranceof VolunteersAct
1997.

Twootherthingsweresaidonewasthathowever enthusiasticyou
may beif youhaven'tbeenaskedtoattendtheparty pleasedon’t
go, andsecondly heended onaquotefromthebible. Matthew
25v 13. “Thereforekeepwatch, becauseyou do not know the
day nor thehour”.

Nextunder thespotlightwasSquadronL eader Mike Thompson
from the MOD. Heis primarily concerned with The Joint
Casualty Reportingand ReceptionPlan, (JCRRPaffectionately
knownasJCRAP). Thisplanistodowiththemedical treatment
of military personnel intimesof action. Thismightbeamajor
altercationor somethingliketherecent Kosovoincident. It
appearsthat afterimmediatetreatmentinthefieldall military
casualtiesareflownback toBritainassoonasthey aresufficiently
stableto betransported.

All military hospital shavenow closed sotheNHSnow undertakes
treatment of themilitary,intheUK. Thefactisthat shouldaplane
withmorethan 8, yeseight, casualtiesbeflownintotheUK the
military couldnot copewithout theassi stanceof the Emergency
Services. Shouldamajorincidentoccur - suchasnearly happened
inKosovo- itwasestimated that amedical aeroplane, a757, would
landwithat |east 242 casualties. Giventhisitisanticipatedthat
thevoluntary services, suchasRed Crossand St Johnwouldbe
required, becausethe Statutory Serviceswoul d beoverwhel med.

Thefourth Speaker wasfromtheDepartment of Health. Duncan
M acPherson being their Head of Emergency Planning Co-
ordinationUnit. Hespokemostly about training andthat the
volunteer organi zationsshoul dassembl etheirteam, that theteam
must beabletowork throughany stresssituationsandthat they
musthaveadesi gnatedpersoninchargetowhichtheco-ordinators
couldrefer. Heal sotal ked about theneedfor arobust meansof
contactingmembers‘ onthenight’. Healsofelt that weshould
exerciseregularlywithother groups.
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Wewereal soasked several salient questionssuchas' dowehave
therightgear? ‘doesitwork? ‘dowehavetherightskillsand
training? |1 wouldadd others. Doyoukeepyour radiobatteries
fully charged up? Haveyou sufficient petrol to get toyour
designatedlocation, atall times? I tisusel esshavinggearthat will
fail after 10 minutesuseor acar that runsout of petrol 5miles
downtheroad.

Weshouldalsohaveflexiblewrittenplansand procedures- (these
arecurrently under discussionincommittee) - and essentially that
wemust beabletoabandontheplanif commonsensedictates.
The stresswas on acycle of needs. TRAIN - EXERCISE -
REVIEW andrepeat after eachreview!

Thefinal SpeakerfortheafternoonwasBrianWardtheChairman

of theEmergency Planning Society. Hefeel sthat eachvolunteer

organization should meetwith other organizationstotrainwith

them and to exchange

information. Hefeelsthat [ 'Ih":: i |i| g
]

{H v

I

1
wecanall learnmuchfrom % |
eachotherandunderstand [THi:
their particular problems. [

Heal sofeltthat plansshould
notbecastinstoneandthat
ordersto others must be
thought out carefully. He [&
cited anexampleof amajor
incidentwherethemilitary
wereinchargeandthey had
placedamarineat thedoor
of theirincidentroomwith
theinstruction no but no
onecomesthroughthat door, and noonedidnot eventhePolice
Chief. Noonethatisuntil theWRV Slady arrived at thedoor with
theteatrolley. Onbeingtoldnoentry sherepliedthatthoseinside
could not possiblefunction without refreshment. Shewas
allowedin!

Titlefor Picture Here

Nextontheagendawasdinner - andvery gooditwastoo! Later
wewereaskedtotakepartinaquiz. Four groupswereassembled
including Ron’ sRogues - these of coursewere the Raynet
contingent - together withsomeoutsidehel p-and|’ mdelighted
tosay that wewon by oneclear point.

Day twodawned coldandfrostie, but very bright. After one
further Speaker, PamelaDix thePressOfficer of Disaster Action,
whotalked about theBereavedand Survivorsof anlncident. For
methiswasaparticularly moving talk. Pam explained that
Disaster Actioncameintobeingintheaftermathof L ockerbie, her
older brother having beenavictim. Itwasfeltthat noneof the
emergency serviceshad enoughknowledgetounderstandthe
needsandaspirationsof thebereavedorthesurvivors, sowith
otherssheformedthisself-helpgroup. Asaresultof thismuch
haschangedintheway relativesand survivorsarehandled.

Until Lockerbierelativeswereshielded fromthereality of such
disasters, thisisnow understood to bewrong - much more
importantforthegrieving processistohaveasmuchinformation
aspossible. Thisisnotcounselling,infactattheinitial stage
relativesdonotwant counsellingatany price. They angry, upset
- they want answers, they want thewhys’ andthewherefores’,
they desperately wanttoknow asmuchdetail asthey canget. It
isonlylaterthat counsellingwill beof assi stance.
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Itappearsthat arepresentati veof Raynet didcontact Pammuch
latertoaskif hecouldcall andseehertotell her about therolethat
Raynet playedinthedaysafter thecrash. Pamwelcomedthis
asshesaid,“1 wantevery scrapof information| canget-inorder
that| canmorereadily cometotermswithwhat hashappened”.
Afterelevenyearsyoucouldstill seethepaininPas’ eyes-how
shecouldtalk about her experienceslikethisl don’ tknow. Many
othersand| feltvery privilegedtobeat thistalk.

Flowingthiswemovedontoacoupleof workshops. Therewere
achoiceof several,theonesl chosewereTraining,and TheUse
and Abuseof theV olunteer Sector.

Several pointscameout that arerelevant. Thesinglemost
importantisthattheV oluntary Aid Soci etiesshouldandmust get
together moreoften, bothtotraintogether aswell astoswopideas
and general thoughtsonour roles. Thiswould giveusthe
opportunity tounderstand
othersproblemsand how

| = | wecanhelpthem. More
' _!importantly, it would
enhanceany operationif
Y you already know the
1| people you are working
with.

| Livetrainingexerciseswere
% ! considered amust. Not
|| justworkingwiththeother
. ‘volunteers, but the
100 Statutory Servicesmust be
madeto realizethat they
shouldcomealongaswell.
Credibility of volunteersisalsoamust. Until weshow credibility
tothe Statutory Servicesthey will not want to know us, so
trainingwiththemisvitally important.

Oneimportant point did comeout of theworkshoponabuseand
useof volunteerswasthatwemustlearntosay NO. If wefeel
that wearebeingaskedtodosomethingthatwehaveneither
trainedfor nor fell competenttocarry outwemust say NO. For
examplesay weareoutonanevent. TheMarshall failstoarrive
-weinformtheorgani zerwhosays" Ohcanyour operator dothat
marshallingforus?’ TheanswerisNO. Thatisnotwhatweare
therefor. Unfortunately thereisal sothequestion of liability
shouldsomethinggowrong. Suingwhenmatter gowrongishere
tostay - if westep outsideof our remitweleaveoursel vesopen
toacourtcase. Toreaffirmour position Raynetareavail ableto
passmessagesonbehal f of adesignateduser service. Thatisall!
Wedon’thand outdrinks-wedon’ ttreat theinjuredhowever
minor -wedon’ tcontrol traffic, not eventoadvisethemthat there
may beaproblemcloseby. Itwasacceptedthat thismight be
very difficult. Tosay NOwhenyourinstinctsay Y ESisvery
very difficult, butyoumustlearntodoso.

Itwasal sofeltthat attimeswemust havesomeonestand back
andtakeal onghard dispassionatel ook at what wedo, and how
wedoit. Fromtheinsideweget ablinkeredview of our activities,
whilst standing back and taking stock may well show up
shortcomingsthat wewould dowell todispel.

Allinall thishasbeenavaluableexercisefor me. | havelearned

alotandhopetobeabletoput someof itintopracticeinfuture
events.
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ReportonRAYNET's
Millennium Activities

any thankstothethirty-four groupsand countieswho

respondedtotherequest forinformationontheir activities
duringtheMillenniumperiod. A report hasnow been compiled
fromtheinformationgiven; theentiredocumentis14 pageslong,
andgivesnotonly anoverview of RAY NET’ sparticipation, but
alsoreportsfromcertainareasof thecountry, whichillustrate
specificinvolvementwithUser ServicessuchastheNHS, Police,
Emergency Planning, and combined BRCS, SJIA and Ambulance
Serviceoperations.

Intotal, some408 memberswerepreparedfor possibledeployment
overtheMillenniumperiod. Thisnumberfar exceeded expectations.
Eventhoughinmost cases,RAY NET memberswerenotrequired,
thelevel of preparedness, intermsof bothtestingandinstallation
of equipment at key | ocations, andtheavail ability of membersto
assistover theperiod, isduly recognised.

Considerabl etime,inexcessof 321 hours, wasgiventoattending
planning meetings, bothwiththeUser Servicesand with other
volunteer organisations. RAY NET undertook many maintenance
tasksat keylocations, suchasthereplacement of aerial sandthe
installation of new equi pment, and thisamountedtonearly 100
hours. Thesefiguresarenotfully comprehensiveassomegroups
wereunableto cal cul atethetimethat had been spent. Weareal so
awareof other groupswhohavehadinvolvement but may not
havebeen ableto provide details. Regardless of the actual
statistics, thislevel of commitmentfromavol untary organisation
isoutstanding.

Many groupsreported anincreased awarenessof RAYNET and
itscapabilities. Thisliai sonwill undoubtedly haveachievedmuch
intermsof futureinvolvement of theorganisationwithitsUser
Services. Groupsareadvisedtocontinuethelevel of RAYNET
awarenesstheMillennium preparationsdemanded; inparticul ar
withthoseUser Serviceswho, inthepast, havebeenreluctantto
call upontheservicesof our organisation.

Therangeof User Servicesinvolvedindicatedthelevel of multi-
agency co-operationneededfor thistypeof event. Many groups
reportedthat theirlocal EPU wasco-ordinatingany requestsfor
RAYNET involvement, and thisisreflectedin CEPO/L ocal
authority being listed asthe User Service 25 times. Others
included Police(9), NHS/Ambulancetrusts(8), BRCS, SJA and
Fire(2) andtheM anx Government onthelsleof Man.

Frequency usage, hadall groupsbeenactive, wouldhavecreated
considerableproblems.Many groupslistedrecogni sedemergency
communicationsfrequencieson 2mastheir mainoperational
frequency, withjusteight groupsalsooptingforanalternative
70cmfrequency. Evenso,itmightwell havebeennecessarytouse
other non-RAY NET frequenciesinorder toavoid co-channel
interference. Thecurrentall ocationof emergency communications
frequencieswithinthevariousamateur bandsiscrucial andthese
must besaf eguardedfor thefuture. If possibl e, theuseof bands
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otherthan2mand 70cmshoul dbeinvestigated, andemergency
communi cationsfreguenciesall ocated ontheseal ternatives, more
importantly on4m & 6mand, to alesser extent, 23cm.

Theuseof HFwasnotviableinthisinstance. AnHFlistening
watchwasmaintained on 3.663MHz (thefrequency used by
RAYNET for the Sunday 80m net) from 2000hrs on 31st
December by EricWalton G4FSN. Signal swereheard at 2000hrs
fromRay HillsGOBDA in Cumbriaand RonHorsley GOMRH
inSouthWarwickshire, but onsubsequent hours, operatorswere
preventedfromusingthefrequency by ON5X A, whostated that
hewastheBel gianRed CrossStationandneededacl earfrequency.
Assumingthathehadgenuinetraffictosend, theUK stationskept
thefrequency clear and nothingfurther washeardfromthe UK
RAY NET stationsfortherest of thenight. Theimportanceof HF
inthistypeof eventisquestionableanditsonly purposewoul d
havebeenasalisteningwatchtogainanoverview of nation-wide
activities.

Many groupsreported onthewaysinwhichacallout of members
would havebeenundertaken had thetel ephonenetwork proved
unworkable. Though most ran aradio net (8), someform of
personal visitwasthenext most favourablemethod. Inat |east two
cases, thepolicewerewillingtoundertakethisduty. Six groups
wouldhaveused pagersor mobilephones, twogroupsmaintained
alisteningwatchonthelocal repeater, andonegroupwouldhave
beenalertedthrough anannouncement onlocal radio. However,
four groupsreported no alternativemethod of callout.

Credit mustbegiventoall thosededicated RAY NET members
throughoutthecountry whodevoted considerabl etimeandeffort
topreparationsfor possibledeployment over theMillennium
period. Theevent hasprovedtheorganisationtobethoroughin
itsapproachtopotential emergency situationsandthat RAY NET
wouldhaverespondedwithflexibility and professionalism.

Martin Green
G4PMG

Finance Team

ankstoM adel ey who sent downan applicationpack forthe
Whitbread Volunteer awards. | havefound asponsor,
provided him with the pack and asked him to nominate us.
Potentially thereisupto£2000avail abl eshoul dwebesuccessful.
Thereisaneedtohaveaprojectandl haveusedtheBusinessCase
which Jim produced asthe project which requiresfunding.
Nominations had to bein by 10 April but | guessit will be
sometimebeforewehear back.

I haveappliedfor £500fromthe” BT intheCommunity” funding
scheme.

Finally I havewrittentoBrian (G1HFY) tocommencetryingto

obtainfunding viathe“National Power inthe Community”
awardsscheme.
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Dave Hicks
G6 IFA

Zone 10 Report

Tom

Zone 12 Report GMOBKX

arch5th. sawtheSeventh Annual General meetingofthe

NorthWest RAY NET Association, and Zone 10 meeting.
ThemorningsessionwasgivenovertoFrank Avenia, G4AMWM,
whogaveatalk on“ Amateur Radio Equipment & Emergency
Communications’. FrankistheChief Engineer at Amateur Radio
CommunicationsLtd, inNewton-le-WillowsMerseysideand
tal ked about desi gn phil osophi es, together withcommon problems
and expectationsof equi pment performingin an Emergency
Communicationsenvironment. Thetalk wasvery well attended,
andthequestion& answer sessionwhichfollowedwasextremely
variedandtechnical. Our thanksto Frank for avery interesting
Morning. TheNWRA AGM washeld after lunchand David
Hicks G6IFA was re-elected as Chairman, Mike Hampson
G8RXB elected asDeputy Chairman, G4AMWOre-elected as
Secretary, andMikeBarnesM 1CQF elected asTreasurer. A
Certificateof AppreciationwaspresentedtoRay HillsGOBDA
whostooddownasTreasurer thisyear, having donethework of
treasurer over the Eight yearsthat the NWRA hasbeenin
existence. TheAGM businesswasconcludedinapproximately
20minutesandtheZonegeneral meetingcommenced. Firstly
therewasade-brief ontheMillenniumoperationsintheZoneand
reportswereheardfromall theCounty Controllers. Summingup,
atotal of 118operatorswereinvolvedovertheMillenniumwithin
theZone Themainuser serviceswerethePolicein Cumbria
Cheshire& Merseyside, CEPOinLancashire, FireBrigadein
Greater Manchester, NHSinBolton, andtheManx Government
inthelsleof Man. Total Planning hourswereapproaching 100
hours, but thiswould multiply upif convertedto manhours.
Engineeringtestsal socountedinsomeof thisplanningtimebut
members are unsure of the time expended. Operatorswere
deployed at the PoliceHeadquartersControl Roomsin Chester
andLiverpool,andalsolocatedat BoltonNHSTrustHQonNew
Y ear’ sDay. Theonly problemsencounteredwerewithfrequency
clashesonVHF & HF, andthel ossof mobilephonesduringthe
first hour of thenew millennium. A discussionwasheldonthe
new PMR 446 radio frequencies, and their possible use on
RAY NET events. Itispossiblethatin someinstancesamateur
equipment canmonitor thesefrequenciesanditwasstressedthat
itwouldbeillegal forlicensedradioamateurstotransmit, mainly
becauseof thelimitationson power output, Wemay al sosuffer
interferencefromthesePM R 446 radiosasthey will tunedown
to443insomeinstances. Weneedtoprepareanadvicefeature
inRAY ~Link, explainingthefullimplicationsof thisnewarea,and
thepitfallswecouldencounter.

V ariousother areaswerecoveredduringour discussionsincluding
NVISonHF, 2-metrefrequencies, talk-through devices, novice
operators, crosshorder liaisonetc.

Alsoinattendanceat themeetingweremembersfrom North
WalesRAY NET, whoactively gotinvolvedwiththediscussions
andalsogaveareportonactivitiesintheNorth East of Wal es.

ZC10alsogaveareportonthenational sceneanditwasnotable
that the RSGB affiliated groupswerecompl aining of thel ack of
support andinformationfromtheRSGB. Itwasal soevident that
2000wouldbeanother busy year forRAY NET Groupswithin
theZone, andthat crossborder liai sonbothwithinandwithout
thezonewouldbecritical indischargingour responsibilitiestothe
full.
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Tni ngshavebeenreasonably quiet with most of theactivities
startingaroundEaster.

Therearetwoforthcomingmajor eventsinthesameweekendin
May. They arethe Scottish | slandsPeaksRaceon 19th-22nd
May andtheWeldex Argyll Rally on Saturday 20thMay.

Bothof theseeventsrequireal argenumber of operatorsandthe
useof anumber of talkthroughs, however, with careful planning
courtesy of Derek, GM4LCZ fortheWeldex Argyll Rally and
David GMOADFfor thelslandsPeaksRaceitishoped both
eventscan co-existontheSaturday without any problems.

TheAyrshireGrouphasprovided communicationsat theScottish
Cross Country Championships on behalf of St Andrews
AmbulanceAssociation/Emergency Planning Officer North
Ayrshire Council.

Theeventattractedmorethan1200runnersfromall over Scotland
andastherewereseveral runnersinjuredRAY NET hadavery
busy day.

TheGroupattended ExerciseNighthawk on 19th January at the
request of theSouth AyrshireEPO. Thiswasasimul atedaircraft
accident and althoughwedid not providecommunicationsonthe
night| feltthatitwasagreat chancefor our memberstoseethe
Emergency Servicesinactionandal sotoexperiencefirsthandthe
problemsencounteredinsuchanoperation. Someof our members
acted assurvivorswith seriousinjurieswhileothersacted as
aggressivepersons. | havebeenaskedby ourmemberstovol unteer
their servicesfor any similar event!

TheGroup al so assisted at ExerciseOuthouseinoneAyrshire's
Rural villages, whenal argenumber of peoplewereevacuateddue
tostormsanddamagetotherehomes.

Suffolk,
All at Sea

Dave Sparrow
G8XOR

ffolk RAY NET hasbeeninvitedtotakepartinthe” Maritime
isaster Project” . ThisisaEuropean Community sponsored
forumlooking at each member country’ sresponseto amajor
maritimeincidentinvolving shipseither within ECwatersor ships
belongingto EC member countries. Itishopedthat thiswill lead
togreater co-operationand understanding of theresponsibilities
andworkingof theemergency servicesand authoritieswithineach
country.

TheUK aretakingaleadrol einthisproject, with Suffolk County

Council CEPO playingamajor partwithrepresentativesfromthe
Fire, Police, Ambul anceand Coastguard.
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Cathy Clark

Zone6Report G1GGOJ

David Hicks

Publicity A

any groupsarenow beginningtheir “active” RAYNET
seasons, havinghadarel atively quietwinter period,when
trainingand preparationsfortheMillenniumwereundertaken.

South-East Hants, under thel eadership of DaveWalker G3ULL,
hasreportedthat thesearchfor areplacementtothegroup’s
control caravandrew ablank withregardtotheacquisitionof a
second-handsitetrailer. Uponviewingone,itwasfeltthatitdid
not createtherightimpressionandcoul dnot, however muchwork
wasputintoit, look the part. Thealternativewasto makea
purpose-builttrailer toadesignby thegroup. Oneof thegroup’s
membersworksinthedockyardat Portsmouth, andtheplanwas
toinvolvetheapprenticesaspart of their training, with£1500-
worth of material sand freelabour being promised aspart of the
deal. Unfortunately, thisdid not cometofruition, and although
asumof money waspromisedby thel ocal District Council ,itleft
aconsiderableshortfall. Alternative sourcesarenow being
considered.

Thelargesteventonthehorizonfor six groupsintheZoneisthe
L ondon-Oxfordand Birmingham-Oxford BikeRideson Sunday
25th June, workingfor theBritish Red Cross. Thisinvolves
membersfrom Buckinghamshireand Oxfordshire, aswell as
L ondon, WarwickshireandtheWest Midlands. Theplanningfor
suchaneventismammothandinvolvesconsiderableliaisonwith
theRedCross, aswel | asfrequency planning(takingintoaccount
RAY NET eventswhichmightbeoccurringinother areasof the
country) andtechnical chall enges, such asthesiting of control
stationsandtalk-through unitstofacilitate communications
acrossdifficultterrain.

Radiocommunications Agency

Over twoyearsagoweappliedforaGB2callsigntousein
connectionwithour 80m Sunday morningnetson80m. The
applicationwasmade, asrequested, viatheRSGB, and was
approvedby lanKyle,whowasthecurrent President.

Wealso, well over ayear ago, met withthe Radiocommunications
Agency andthereafter withtheRSGB todiscusstheproposed
updateof BR68. Atthetimeitwasreportedthat themeetings
wereconstructiveanditwashoped that our viewswould be
includedintheupdatewhenitwaspublished.

Onchasingtheprogressof thesetwo actions, weweresurprised
to learn that our documents had not been seen by the
Radi ocommunicationsAgency andwehavenow resubmitted
bothdocumentsdirectly totheRA.

AmongthechangesrequestedintheBR68 document were
suggestionsconcerningtheuseof Novicelicencehol dersduring
RAY NET events. At present, Novicelicenceholdersmay not
undertakeRAY NET dutiesusingtheirowncallsigns, butwehave
requestedthat thisismodifiedtoallowthoseover eighteenyears
of agetodoso. Membersareremindedthat theserecommendations
havenot yet been (and may not be) incorporatedin BR68, and
consequently all Novicelicenseholderscanonly participate
under instructionof anA or B classlicenceholder.
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heApril editionof RADIOACTIV E magazinehasatwo-

pagespreadonRAYNET. It has4 photographsof the 1998
AGM andadetail fromtheMay 1999 national diary. Thearticle
isbased onour “ short history” document andiswell written,
givinganaccurateappraisal of RAYNET overall. Thereisno
doubtthatitwill not satisfy somepeoplebutyoucan’tplease
all of thepeopleall of thetime. Theunsolicited|letter published
inPRACTICAL WIRELESSmagazineinMarch, writtenby the
DORSET RED CROSSEPO Peter Hill, wasanadded bonuson
thePublicity for RAY NET angle. Thesubject of thisletter was
thankstoDorsetRAY NET for theoperationcarriedout overthe
MillenniumCritical Period, andthesupport givenover many
yearstotheBritish Red Cross.

DuringJanuary | sentamailshottotheRadio& Emergency Press
withareleaseonthenational response& work carried out over
theMillennium Critical Period. | followedthisupin February
withacopy of theReport OnMillennium DutiestotheEmergency
Press. | havehadnoresponsewhatsoever onthis, andfear that
anythingMillenniumisnow ancient history andiscertainly not
newsworthy, butat|eastwehavetriedandmay evenbepl easantly
surprised. | haveagainadvisedthepressthat ourwebpageshave
aweekly newsreportwhichthey arewelcometouse, andthat if
they requirefurtherinformationthat wewouldtry toexpandon
thereport. Inthisregard!l wouldliketoseeany reportsproduced
by Groupswhenthey havebeen activefor any reason.

| haveal solooked againatthesubject of posters, andamstill of
theopinionthat several arerequiredtotargetvariousareas,i.e.
potential new members, EPO’s, BlueLight services, Voluntary
aidsocietiesetc. PerhapswecouldhaveacompetitioninRAY ~Link
toget poster/sdesigned by themembership, thebest of which
couldbeused. Theonly provisobeingthatitshouldbecheapto
reproducesimilartotheold RSGB poster, whichisincidentally
still thebest general postertodate. Perhapsweshouldredothis
astheNetwork poster.

Tom Hanratty
GOJRT

ZoneOne

N otagreat deal toreportfor theperiod.

Theeventdiariesfor all of thegroupsinthezonearebeginning
tofill up. Therewill beazonemeeting on Saturday 15th April
wherel hopetoreceivegroupreportstogointothenextissueof
Raylink.

N.W. Durham heldtheir AGM onMonday 13thMarchitwas
well attended. Therewasnochangeinthegroup’ sofficers, all
werere-electeden-bloc.

Sunderland havehadarecent changetotheir groupsofficerswith
JoeGordon G4L | A taking over asgroup controller.

Tyneside, Northumberland, East Durhamand Clevelandgroups
arealsopreparingfor futureevents.
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Martin Green

Zone4Report GAPMG

TheTraining
Team Lives

Geoff Darby
G7GJU

-I-he majority of groups are establishing their duty
diaries for the coming year.

In Suffolk a County Constitution has been established
and elections held. This has seen Chris Irish (G6PDE)
become County Controller with Dave Sparrow (G8X OR)
as his deputy. The Treasurer post resulted in atie and
after discussions with the Group Controllers and those
nominated John Smith (G3WTS) was elected. Suffolk
are also about to try APRS/Ulview packet systemsin
connectionwiththe* Heritage Coast” event. Thisrequires
safety cover for 1000 competitorsin Walks and runs of
up to marathon length so should be a good test and
training opportunity. Work progressesin establishing a
response for Mildenhall Air Fete on 27/28 May.

The Bedford (unaffiliated) group havelittle on since the
Millennium activity which saw some 10/12 mandaysin
planningcometolittiewhentherequirementfor RAYNET
was removed in December. They continue to have
regular meetings and have promised to invite myself
along this year!

Cambridge group is preparing for avery busy season of
events, indeed they have 2 on some of the busy summer
Sundays. The Millennium saw a listening watch and
informal contacts with neighbouring Counties. There
has been improvement in linking with the CEPO and a
review of al County owned RAYNET equipment is
underway.

UpinNorfolk work continuesto prepare for the coming
summer events. They report that some stationswere on
over the millennium period and that 40 mandays of
preparation effort was expended in liaison with the our
User Services.

InHertfordshirethe usua patternisemerging with Peak
Assault taking place in Dartmoor National Park and
some super team work emerged with the West Devon
Group team members. HESMIC (Hertforshire
Emergency ServicesMagjor Incident Committeg) Seminar
was attended by a number of RAYNET members and
adjudged to be useful, relevant and an excellent day.
Meeting of al Group Controllers continues on aregular
basisto co-ordinate effortsin a uniform manner across
the county.
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ooking back on theactivitiesof the Training Team has
== prompted the necessity of the following statement.

Itismorebeneficial for aZoneto ask the Training Teamto
run atraining day/weekend. By including all of thegroups
in the Zone the costs can be spread between those
participating. TheTraining Teamisat present self-financing
and cannot afford to fund Training Days. To ask the
Training Team to attend Training Days/Weekends will
incur the following costs.

Travel: - Even though it does not amount to the total cost
of running acar travel will bethe cost of the petrol for the
total journey.

Accommodation: - It is not necessary to supply
accommodation in afive star hotel, we will be quite happy
if members of the Zone can offer overnight stay.

Materials: - it is necessary for all materials used in the
production of theprogramand exercisesfor aTraining Day/
Weekendtobeaddedtotheaccount (at Cost). e.g. Stationary,
Printing etc.

The Zone will be asked to furnish thefollowing: -A venue
big enough for the requirements of the Day. (Check with
Team) Flip Charts/ Whiteboards& PensOverhead Projector
(If available) Refreshments.

We have decided to put this statement out because of the
embarrassmentfelt by theTeamwhenwehavetotell aZone
what it will cost. However bearing this in mind we are
workingvery hardonMail Order Training. Thiswill beinthe
formof packstocover different partsof RAY NET activities.
We can at present offer a training pack on Operational
Management Team (OMT). Thispack needstobepresented
by a Group/Zone Training Officer with experience. Watch
this space for others, asthey become available.

TheFuture’sOrange

heCoventry Group hasrecently beengivenadonation by
Barclay’ sBank whichwill enableittopurchaseOrangeHi-
Visibilitywaistcoats.
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