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Reporton 1999 Annual General Meeting

he1999 AGM washeldinGlasgow, intheCouncil Chamber whichwill housethe

Scottish Parliament whenittemporarily movesto Glasgow inMay thisyear.
ThanksareduetothelL ordProvostandBaillieMacM aster astheCity Council hosted
acivicreceptionforthedel egates, and providedtheaccommodationfreeof charge. Our
visiting speakersfromthe Scottish Executive, theWRV S, the Church of Scotlandand
StrathclydePolicewereexcellent, eachhel pingtomaketheday’ sprogrammevariedand
interesting. imAndrewsal sogaveaninformativepresentationonthel T work heisdoing
fortheNetwork. AnapplicationformforRAY NET e-mail addressesappearsel sewhere
inthisissue.

TheChairman’ sspeechisre-produced hereinfull for thebenefit of thosewho could not
managetotravel toGlasgow.

“Wehavehadanexcellent set of speakerstoday. | hopethatyouenjoyedthecontribution
whichthey all made. TheRev. Neil Galbraith remindsmeof my ownminister. One
Sunday morninghewasgettingready for Church, and suddenly decidedthat thedidnot
wanttogo, and decidedthat hewouldrather goandplay golf. At9:30am hephoned
theChurch Officer and saidthat hewasnotfeelingwell, and askedif hecouldfindone
of theElderstotaketheservice. Hethenjumpedintohiscar, and headedfor Eastwood
Golf Course. Itwasalovely morning, and by 10:00amhewasdrivingoff fromthe1st.
tee. Theball went straight downthemiddl e, wasonthegreenin2andashort putt gave
theminister abirdiethreefor thefirsthole.

St. Peter whowaslooking downfrom above, shook hisheadand saidto God, “ Thisman
must bepunished!” God agreed, and said hewouldthink of something suitable.
M eanwhiletheministerlinedupatthesecondtee, droveoff,andgotaholeinone. St.
Peterlookedat God, andsaid, “ | thought youweregoingto punishhim. Y oubetter think
of somethingfast.” Godsaid,“| already have! “ What doyoumean, asked St. Peter?
“Well”, saidGod, “Hecan'ttell anyoneabout hisholeinone, canhe?’

We, however, cantell peopleabout thesuccessesthattheRadio Amateurs’ Emergency

Network hashadthisyear. Our numbersarefinally steadying, and by nextyear, | think
that wewill beabletoreportamodest increaseinthemembership. Over twothirdsof
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1999 AGM Report
(continuedfromPagel)

Ron Cowan GM4SRL

ourmembersarenow inthePersonal A ccidentinsurancescheme,
and again, thisfigureisincreasing. Atjust over apound per
member per year, theschemeisreally goodval ue.

Jim, G1HUL, hastoldyouabout our e-mail addressschemethis
afternoon, and |l amsurethat therewill bealargeuptakewithin
thefirstfew weeks. Itreally makessensefor themembership,
andwill makethecommittee’ sjobeasier too.

Lastyear| saidthat | wasmuchhappier withour relationshipwith
theRSGB. | hopethat | did not speak too soon. Wehaveagood
friendinTomReilly, theRSGB Emergency Liai son Officer but
unfortunately thematterswhichweagreeto pursuearenot often
followedup quickly enough, or acteduponat all, by theRadio
Society of Great Britain.

| madeapresentationto RSGB Council inJanuary of thisyear,
andamafraidthat, althoughthinkslooked bright at thetime,
nothingconstructiveappearstohavedevel opedfollowingthe
meeting.

WeworkedwithlanKyle, TomReilly and SimonLloydHughes
toputforwardjoint proposal sfor theupdateof BR68. A recent
e-mail to Cathy Clarkimpliesthat wewerewasting our time, and
that theRSGB doesnot intendto pursuethematter inthenear,
or middlefuture.

Anagreementtosharestand spaceatralliesthisyear hasall but
fallenthrough, anditnowlooksasif theRSGB havebeenstringing
usalong tokeep ussweet. The Committee of Management
desperately wantstowork withtheRSGB, andhasdemonstrated
thisonmany occasions. Ittakes, two, however,tomakeitwork,
andwedonot appear to begettingthesupport whichweseek.
Thislack of supportisnotacrosstheboard, andinfairness, | must
point out that wehavehad considerablehel pfromsomeRSGB
officebearers. Althoughwearedisappointed at thelack of
progressthisyear, wewill continuetotry tostrengthenthebond
between our two organi sations.

TheCOM responsibilitieshavegenerally remai ned unchanged
thisyear, with Cathy Clark | eading the Emergency Planning
Team, David Hickslooking after our PRimage, Martin Green
lookingat Financeandabusinessplan, TomHanratty maintaining
responsibility fortheTraining Team, and ChrisHampson, leading
thetechnical team. Jim Andrewshastaken over responsibility
forour I T portfolio.

Ray Webbhascontinuedasourtreasurer, buthasnow askedthat
hebeexcusedfromattending Beaconsfieldowingtotheenormous
travellingcommitment. Thisissueisnot aproblemandthe
Committeelooksforwardtoworkingwith Ray by phoneande-
mail, or evenby pigeonif thatishow hewantstodoit. Heisan
excellenttreasurer, and onewecertainly donotwanttolose.
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Brian Tindill continues to be our postman, and keeps the
Committeeof Management onthestraight and narrow throughout
theyear. Nothinggetspast Brian, anditiscomfortingtoknow
that heisalwayscheckingour wordsand actions, ensuringthat
wekeepontheright sideof Company law, etc.

The80mnewsteam, let by Eric Walton, continuestowork to
providethemembershipwiththelatest newsitems. Gettingup
early onaSunday morning might beclassed asachoreinsome
circles, but not by thisteam.

Brian ShearerhasbeenrunningRAY NET Suppliesforoverayear
now, and hasmanagedtobringmany pricesdown, despitethefact
that UK pricesaregenerally rising.

Geoff Griffithsstill looksafter theDiary dates, and, after | have
prepared theweekly newsscript, distributesit totheduty and
stand-by newsreaders.

Onepersonwhoworksaway inthebackground, often| think
colluding with Cathy Clark, ismy wife, Katie. Without her
supportand understanding | wouldnot beabletoundertakethe
variousdutiesof chairmansoreadily. Sometimes| bounceanidea
off Katie, and get analmost nil response. Thismeans* Think
again” Atothertimes, whenl comeupwithwhat might beclassed
asanideaof doubtful merit, | getanenthusiastic“ Goforit!”.1
don’ talwaystakeher advice, butamal most alwaysinfluenced by
it.

Onemember who hashel ped meenormouslyisMikeMcCreery,
GMOETC. MikeistheSecretary and Treasurer of theRenfrewshire
RAY NET Group, andistheDesktop Publisher of RAY ~Link. He
isacorresponding member of the Technical Team, andwasa
|eading playerinthepublicationof theCAIROinterfacedrawings.
Mikeisalmost alwaysavailablefor exercises, completingmore
calloutsthanthegroup’ saverage. Helooksafter theGroup’s
Caravan, andendsuptowingitroundthearea, becausenobody
elsewantsto. Mike' sskillsincomputershasbeen of enormous
helptoRAY NET, and hehasvolunteered to makelogosetc.
availabletoall whowantthem. Hewasal sothel eadinglight behind
transceiver trainingvideoswhichweremadeavail abletothe
membership. Itisforall thesereasonsthat the Committee of
Management decided at its September meetingtoawardthe
RAYNET TrophytoMikethisyear. Mike, will youpleasecome
forward:-"

Mikethencameforward andreceivedtheRAY NET trophy from
thechairman.

Many membersstayedonfor adinnerintheevening, andthiswas
followedby aceilidh, featuringAngusMilnefromTobermory,
Isleof Mull,whocamedownto Glasgow specially for theevening.
By all accounts, thosewho canremember tell usthat they enjoyed
themselves!
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G1HUL demonstrates a computer application GMOETC with the RAYNET Trophy
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Martin Green
G4PMG

Zone4

Eastbourne
Call-out

Dick Jefferies
G4KAR

Zone4 hashadaneventful year withmuchprogressseenon
number of fronts.

TherehavetwoZonal co-ordinationmeetingswhichhaveseenan
improvementininter-county liai son. A number of County meetings
havetaken placeandtheZoneCo-ordinator attended anumber
of group AGMs. Several groupshaveadopted new constitutions
duringtheyear.

A number of exercisesand planned eventssupporting CEPO’ s
andRed Crosswerecancelled becauseof theMilitary invol vement
Overseasafter many hoursof planningRAY NET involvement.
However alargenumber of eventstook placefrom supporting
Husky Dog Trials,to Mountain Walking Events, to Marathons,
toBikeridesand much, muchmore!

TheplanningfortheMillenniumhasexerci sedmostgroupsminds
duringtheyear and althoughtheexpectationisthat RAY NET
involvementwill below, if any, therehasbeentheopportunity
toinstall fixedaerial sat anumber of User Servicesiteswithinthe
Zone.

A number of calloutshavebeenundertakenandhavereinforced
theusefulnessof theRAY NET capability insupportingthe
Community. Theprofessional approachgivenby RAYNET
peopleisoftencommentedon.

The Next Edition of
RAY~Link

Thi seditionof RAY ~Link hasbeendelayed owingtothelack
of copy. Thereis,weknow,lotshappening, butunfortunately,
unlessyoutell us, wedon’tknow what you aredoing!

Wecan, of course, liftitemsfromtheweekly news, and Itemsof
interest for the Sunday Net should be sent to Ron Cowan,
GM4SRL (roncowan@zetnet.co.uk ) by 19:00 hrs. on
Wednesdays. Diary dates should reach Geoff Griffiths
(g_griffiths@compuserve.com) by thesametime.
Thenexteditionof RAY ~Linkwill bepostedouttoall households
on17th.of April. Thismeansthat copy must bereceivedby 30th.
Marchatthelatest. Butpleasedon’twaittill then, senditinas
soonasitisavailable! Thel7th. of April isadefinitedate, and
RAY ~Linkwill bepostedoutonthatdateevenifitisonly one
sideof A4! Themoreyousendin,themorepageswill beincluded!
Thebestway toget copytoRAY ~Linkistosenditby e-mail to
roncowan@zetnet.co.uk. PleaseuseA SCl | text, orattachanM S
Word document, preferably withoutapassword!!. Pleasedon’t
useaDesktop Publishing packageasthiscan sometimesbe
difficulttohandle,andcausedel ays.

If youprefer, youcansendyouritemsinviayour ZC, but please

allowanextraweek toallowtheinformationgatheredlocally to
becollatedandsentintotheeditor.
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astbourneRAY NET Groupwascalledouttomantworest

entres, oneinPevensey Bay and oneinEastbourne, andthe
WealdenEmergency HQinHailshamon ChristmasEve. Wewere
put on stand by at 12:00 hrs. and called out at 17:00 hrs.
Approximately 12 operatorsweredepl oyed, threefixed stations
wereestablished at therest centresand at Emergency HQ. Two
4WD mobiles and two pedestrian mobiles were used to
communicatewiththePoliceand Parishemergency teamsinthe
effectedareas.

Largescaleevacuationsof elderly peopletook placeinthe
Beachlandsareaof Pevensey Bay. Although, afairlylargearea
wasfloodeditwasnot asbad asit could havebeen. Duringthe
flooding gal eforcewindscaused problemsinbussing evacuees
fromthearea. DoubleDecker buseshadtobewithdrawnasthere
wasfear they wouldbeblownover.

TheRAY NET operationwent very well andgoodradiocoverage
wasachieved, South Sussex puttheir operatorsonstandby for
reliefsif theoperation becameprotracted.

HighTidepassed at midnight without any major breach of thesea
defencesalthoughtheseawashbreakingoverthetopof theshingle
defencestheEnvironmental Agency Bulldozersmanagedtokeep
repairingtheeroded areas.

Standby wasgiven shortly after 02:00 hourson Christmasday.

John Slater
G6EUO

Air Fete 2000
May 27-28

glce 1984 FOREST HEATH RAY NET hassupportedthe
mergency servicesattheAir Feteat RAFMildenhall with
communicationassets. TheAir Feteisthelargest Military Air
ShowintheWorldorganisedby theUSAFwhichonitsbestyear
wasattended by over 400,000 peopl e, producingseveral hundred
casualtiesof every kindfromsunstroketoapregnantlady starting
labour. RAY NET hasal soassistedattwoaircraft crashsitesand
several helicopter casualty evacuations.

Withthegreater co-operationbetweentheMilitary Medical
Services, thestatutory Ambulance Authoritiesand the Voluntary
AidAgencies, therequirementfor RAY NET Communications
hasexpandedannually. Thisyearwewill belookingforover 70
willing operatorspreparedtoarrivebefore07:00 hrsandleave
after thecrowdshavegone. Wehaveal ocal campsitefor those
withcaravansortents, andif youfeel youwouldliketovolunteer
to help onthisevent please contact John Slater, GGEUO, on
01842 860475.
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Zone 10-The Inside Story

Dave Hicks - G6IFA

F)rthosethat arenotawareZone10encompassestheCounties
of Cumbria(theLakeDistrict), Cheshire(thehomeof Rolls
RoyceCars), Lancashire(Hot Pot country), Greater Manchester
(EcclesCakes& Black Pudding), Merseyside( TwoCathedrals
inLiverpool), & ThelsleOf Man (Manx Cats). Zone10isalso
theonly International Zonebecausethel sleof M anislndependent
withitsown Government, andthereforeaseparate Country.

Isleof ManRAY NET isal soindependent of affiliationbeing
financedbythel oM Government. Their maineventshavebeen
until recently the TT RacesandtheM anx Grand Prix. They now
havetoofew memberstocover duetonatural wastage, and not
enoughablebodiedoperators. InrecentyearsRAY NET members
fromthemainlandhavehel ped, very oftentravellingat their own
expense. They havetriedtorecruit new membersbut new young
operatorsarefew and very far between, afamiliar story but
worsened by theremotenessof avery small I sland.

LancashireRAY NET isaffiliatedtotheRSGB, butwork very
activelywithall otherRAY NET groupsintheZone. They have
anextremely closerel ationshiptotheir CEPO, andarewritteninto
many emergency plans. M ajor emergency plansinLancashire
alsorecognisethewider pictureof RAYNET intheZoneand
adjacent Zones. They haveover theyearsworkedoncall-outs
requiring closeco-operationwithNorthY orkshireRAY NET.

AlltheCounties& thelslandintheZoneformtheNorthWest
RAY NET Association, whichpromotesthat all work for the
RAY NET ideal to provideemergency communicationsintimes
of disaster andemergency. I nordertowork together efficiently,
and executivecommitteemeets3/4timesper year with 2 open
meetingsinspring& autumn. Theexecutivecommitteehasel ected
officers, votedinattheAGM, and representativesfromeach
County areusually County Controllersandtheir Deputies.

TheZCisof courseaNetwork appointment which comesup
every 3years, and only theregi stered membersof theNetwork
areallowedtovote.Inall otherrespectstheZoneistheNWRA,
andall operational decisionsaremadeby theexecutivecommittee.
Thisstateof co-operationhasworkedwithout problemfor some
6years, andour closework witheach other oftenremindsusof
theneedfor RAY NET towork effectively todischargeourintent

properly.

The4 counties, Cumbria, Cheshire, Greater M anchester and
Merseyside, are all registered with the Network. All these
Countiesoperate Trainingbased onthenational schemeandin
somerespectsthishasstreamlined operating proceduresinthe
Zone, withcrossborder co-operationonevents& exercises. All
RAY NET membersintheNorth West canbejustifiably proud
of theirrecentrecord of workingtogether, andinparticul arthe
planningforthepotential Millennium problemshashighlighted
this. Therelationshipswiththeuser services, in particular the
BlueLightservices, havebeenstrengthened, andthesharing of
informationisextremely useful.
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1999 hasgenerally seenanincreasedwork loadfor RAY NET
membersintheNorthWest. Thecrossborder co-operationmeans
that many eventsarecovered whereinwouldbedifficultfor
Groupsto manthemindependently. Only one Call-out, for
Cheshire, hasbeenreceived, thiswasrel atively shortinduration,
and provided potential radiolinksfollowing 999telephoneline
failureintheWinsfordarea. Thiswasinterestingasthecall-out
wasreceivedfromthePolicedirect & fromCEPOviatheNational
Emergency Number (0141-6212121). CheshireRAY NET were
particularly pleasedwiththecall-out direct from CheshirePolice
asthiswasthefirst timethishad happenedinanemergency
situation.

I couldgiveyoualonglistof eventsfromZone 10, but | amsure
thatyou seeenough of theseviatheNational Diary onthe80M
news, but suffice to say that the membersin North West
RAY NET will havecovered over 100 eventsin 1999, some 15
exercises, & 1Call-out.

RAYNET
Manual

Cathy Clark
G1GQJ

fter along period of editing and pre-productionwork, the

national RAYNET manual is at last available to the
membership. Thefirst edition of therevamped manual isavailable
inboth CD and printedform. A group may copy themanual as
neededforitsownmembers. Sectionsareincludedtoinsertlocal
information such as frequencies, callout information and
constitutions. TheCD versionisin AdobeAcrobatformat, for
whichthereaderisal soincludedonthedisk. Alsosuppliedonthe
diskisaset of Network |ogosinvariousformatsfor useby groups
ontheir ownpaperwork. ThecostfortheCD is£5+p& pandthe
printedversion £10+p& p. Purchase should be madethrough
National Supplies. Pleasenotethat themanual isonly available
toNetwork Members.

Voluntary Seminar at
Easingwold

[0l owingthenotificationwhichappeared onarecent Sunday
[ morni ng80mnet, thefollowingmemberswill representusat
atwoday seminar for thevoluntary agencieswhichistobeheld
at Easingwoldonthe6th. and 7th. of April.

Ron Cowan, GM4SRL, Chairman; Brian Davies, G3OYU, CC
Surrey; DavidHicks, G6IFA, ZC10; AlanHopkinson, G8OJQ,
Deputy Group Controller, Cheshire; Tom Stewart, GMOBK X,
ZC12.
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NVIS-
Part Two

Paul Gaskell
G4MWO

Wnat goes up must come down - but only if you choose the
right frequency!

Naturally, youdon’t get somethingfor nothingandingeneral
NV 1Sisof courselimitedtothosefrequencieswhichtheionosphere
will reflectat anyonetime- gotoohighinfreq. anditwill just pass
throughintospace. Inpractical terms, wearetal kingabout 1.8to
10 MHz (i.e.1.8, 3.5, 7 and possibly 10 MHz), the lower
frequenciesbeingusedat night. Summer and Winter al socause
propagation changesasof coursedoesthesunspot cycle. In
general thelower frequenciesarefavoured duringtheWinter and
duringthetrough of the Sunspot cycleastheionosphereisnot
asactive. A good ‘working’ frequency for NVISwill oftenbe
between 10-20%of theCritical Frequency - thisisthefrequency
up towhich areturn can be obtained from asignal directed
vertically attheionosphere, usually fromacommercial or scientific
ionosounder. Y ou can easily obtain this from the various
propagationforecasts. If youhaveinternetfacilities, thefollowing
twositesarevery useful for gettingan estimateof thecritical
frequency:

http://www.rcru.rl.ac.uk/iono/maps.htm
http://www.ips.gov.au/asfc/euro_hf/euromap.html

1 METRE MINIMUM
SEPARATION BETWEEN
ROOF TOP OR RACK

ANTENNA MOUNTED AT BUMPER BAR HEIGHT

1 METRE MININUM
SEPARATION BETWEEN
RODF TOP DR RACK

ANTENNA MOUNTED ON BULL BAR
Fig5
Codan’s method of setting up their mobile antenna for NVIS
operation, using their NVISkit. If the antenna is mounted on
thebumper, a‘riser’ portion isrequired to providethe eventual
clearance abovetheroof. An additional length isalso added to
the whip and it is held to a near-horizontal position by non-
metallic cordtiesattachedtothevehicle sgutter. Notethat there
must beametreminimum separ ation between theroof top or rack

ThesegiveREAL TIME European Region |lONOSPHERIC M APS; thefirst onegivesPredictionsof theFoF2 Critical frequency,
thesecondisarecord of theprevioushours. TheOptimumWorking Frequency for NV Sis80% of thisfrequency.

Further Information and Activities:

Short WaveM agazinearticle: * NVISPropagation’ by JacquesD’ Avignon, VE3VIA intheMay 1998 edition, p.39

Alsorecommendedisthebook ‘ Near - Vertical | ncidence SkywaveCommunications by Ltc.DavidFiedler & Maj. Ed. Farmer,
AABZM (recently reviewedinQST). 144 pageslongin A4format, it contai nslotsof informationandtests. ItisavailableinUK and
Eirefrommyself, Paul Gaskell, G4AMWO, Northwest RAY NET Assoc. Secretary, 131 Greenfield Rd, ST.HELENS, Merseyside
WA106SH for £10ukp, whichincludespost and packing. | canal sobecontacted one-mail: paul dgaskell @cwcom.net

These websites should give you some grounding in general NVIStechniques both practical and theoretical :-

http://web.utk.edu/~cebik/radio.ntml.............ccoooiiiii e SomeNotesonNVIS* CloudBurners' (Antennas!)
http://members.aol.com/ka8zvv/packet/packet NVISNEMI...........oooiiiii e NV ISand Packet
http://www.scn.org/| P/nwarp/archives/apro8/nwgaprO4.htm..........ccoeoeiieieeneniceeee e The'L’ Mobile/Fixed Antenna
http://www.scn.org/IP/nwarp/archives/aug97/nwqaug06.htm............ccoceriiieiicnineee e, A QRPNVISexperienceintheUS
http://www.ci.san-jose.ca.us/oes/races/hfradio.htm............cccceveiinenns CaliforniaOES(i.e. Emergency Planning Unit) NV ISPages
http://www.gordon.army.mil/acd/tcs/hf/2418Xtr2.ntM........ccoeiiiiiiiirieeee e Part of Military Manual concerningNVIS
http://www.gordon.army.mil/ocos'BMDIV/AC/SUMMERAC/NVISPAT.HTM .....ccccoeiiniiiiiceene Another military NVISsite
http://www.codan.com.au......... CodanCommunications(Australia)  Commercial HF SSB - thesetwo companieshaveHF

http://www.iinet.net.au/~barrett....Barratt Communications( Aus.) downtoafineart, datacommsincluded!

http://www.shakespeare-ef.com/index.htmil........ Shakespeare Antennas. Fibreglassantennas. By theway, betyouthought that
Shakespeareonly madefishingtackle!!

http://www.raynet.demon.co.uk/raynet/hfteam.html..................c....... Northwest RAY NET HF Teamwebsiteand NV Sactivities

Acknowledgements: Barrett and Codan CommunicationsPty. advertisingliterature
WorldradioBooksInc.

© Paul Gaskell 09/08/1999 (99/08/09)
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Millennium
Duties

Emergency
Planning Team

Hampshire
Emergency
Callout

Bob Bloodworth
G4VWP

he Emergency Planning team kept awatchful eye over

preparationsfortheMillennium. Zonal Co-ordinatorswere
askedtoreport back onanyinvolvement of their area’ sgroups,
and these were discussed at the EPT meeting at the end of
November.

Althoughthereappearstobenocommonapproachtothetype
of requestsreceivedby RAY NET groupsthroughoutthecountry,
many groupsappearedtohavemadetheir ownarrangementsfor
RAY NET cover overtheperiod, shouldtheir presencebeneeded.
Nearly all groupsreportedthat their Emergency Planning Units
wereco-ordinatingany requestsfor assistance.

SomeRAY NET groupswereaskedtoprovidenominatedcontacts
overtheChristmas/NewY ear period, whereasothershadteams
of operatorsready tomoveat short noticeto cover until other
operatorscanbeal erted. Somegroupshad nominated specific
operatorstodesignated|ocationsshoul dtheneedarise, but most
reportedthat they havecheckedtheavailability of theirmembers
andwere" standing by” shouldacallout occur.

A listening watch was also maintained on 3.663MHz from
20:00hrson31st. December andtheNational Emergency 24-hour
telephonenumber was, asusual operational .

TheEmergency Planning Teamwishestorecordall Millennium
standby and activecallouts, and group controllersareaskedto
passtheinformationtoHuntersM oonby 26th. February. There
will bea£20.00RAY NET Suppliesvoucher for thefirstreply
drawn out of thehat after that date.

80m Duty Roster

80mnews. (3.663MHz. On Sundaysat 08:30 hrs.local .

News Net contrallers for February 2000

6th February - Duty GOMRH, Standby GOEWO
13th February - Duty G3STG, Standby G4FSN
20thFebruary - Duty GONZU, Standby G3STG
27thFebruary - Duty GOBDA, Standby GOMRH

Plaudits

NicetoseealetterintheMarch edition of Practical Wireless
praisingtheservicesof Dorset RAYNET,whohaveregularly
assistedtheDorset Red Cross. Nicetoberemembered! Thanks
toPeter Hill, Emergency Planning Officer for Dorset County Red
Crossfor sendingtheletter to Practical Wireless. Well done,
Dorset RAYNET!
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Sunday 12th December 1999 therewasamajor firein
Basingstokeinvol vingadomesti cgarageandseveral timber
framehouses.

A fracturedgasmain, agascylinder and someammunitionwere
alsoinvolvedinthefire,whichturnedthesituationintoamajor
incident.

Basingstoke& DeanBorough Council activatedtheir Emergency
Call-Out procedureswhichinvolved openinguptheEmergency
Control Centreat theCouncil Officesandtheestablishment of a
Rest Centreat aschool near totheincident.

Over 40 peoplewereevacuated and attended the school.

RAYNET were called out 13.50 by the Divisional EPO for
Hampshire County Council who was in attendance at the
Emergency CentrelnBasingstoke.andherequestedRAY NET to
provideapoint to point radiolink betweentheEmergency Centre
andtheRest Centre. Atthistimetherewasareal risk that the
incident could haveescal ated.

Unfortunately theinitial call cameat atimewhenneither thelocal
Controlleror Deputy Controllerwereavailable. Thecall wenton
toBobBloodworth G4V WP (County Controller) whomanaged
tolocateand mobiliseGeorge G4EDH and Andy G1JHM (both
N.W Hampshire Group) and Peter G1TQY (HampshireCounty
Group).

EddieOgden (N W Hampshire Group Controller) respondedto
atel ephoneanswering servicemessageandal soquickly attended.
Clive G4ODM was alsoableto providesomelimited support.

Bob G4VWP (County Controller) and Jan G4VWO (S E
Hampshire) joinedtheteam at Basingstokebut luckily werenot
required astheincident wasbrought under control andRAYNET
werestood down after about 2hours.

Thelncidentwasunderthecontrol of theDeputy Chief Executive
forBasingstoke& DeanBoroughCouncil whowishedpassonhis
thankstoall RAY NET memberswhowereinvolved. Thisthanks
wasalso echoed by the Divisional EPOfor Hampshire County
Council..

Letter to the Editor

New E-mail forwarding address.

Followingthe AGM, | wastrying to understand my lack of
enthusiasmforthe'@raynet-uk.net'. Whileitisagreatideato
haveaconsistente-mail address, | wouldhavepreferredthatitwas
anamethat DID NOT identify withany particul ar organisation
orcompany. | follow many interestswhere'raynet' would not
beappropriate. Thatisoneof thereasons| chose'quista, asit
isnot obviously TheRoyal Bank of Scotland. Perhapsother
membersmay wishtocomment onthistopic.

Mike McCreery gmOetc@quista.net.
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Millennium Cathy Clark
Preparations 7C6
inZoneo6

Information
Systems

Jim Andrews
G1HUL

Update

any of thegroupsintheZonewereinvolvedinextensive

planningfortheMillennium. Thisincluded attending
planning meetings, vol unteer seminarsand exercises.
Hampshireundertook anextensivecounty-wideexerciseinmid-
November, testing communicationsbetween 18 different sites
including PoliceGold Control, Fire, Ambulanceand Coastguard
HQs. Some36 operatorstook part, andtherewasal soinvolvement
fromCounty M ainonthel sleof Wight. Equipmentwastakento
locationswhichdidnothavepermanentinstallations, andsome
temporary aerialswereerected.
Exercise Golden Fleece
On8th September 1999, all RAY NET groupsinBuckinghamshire,
Berkshireand Oxfordshiretook partin Exercise Golden Fleecefor
theCEPOand ThamesV alley Police. Theaimof theexercisewas
totest theco-ordinationand communicationfacilitiesof key
authorities, servicesandagenciesoperatinginThamesValleyin
preparation for Millennium emergencies. The objectivefor
RAYNET wastotest external communicationsbetweenthe
above, andforthoseagenciesinvolvedtoconfirmcontact details
intheir contingency plans.
Some72authorities, servicesand agencieswereinvolved. These
includedcity, borough, district and county councils, ambulance
services, fire & rescue services, hospital trusts, MoD, BT,
Transco, andelectricity services, Railtrack, Anglianand Thames
Water Utilities, theEnvironment Agency, Thames& Chiltern
Trains, LondonUnderground, BritishAirportsAuthority, the
BritishRed Cross, St John Ambulance, andtheWRV S. Although
not all of thoselisted used the servicesof RAYNET onthe
exercise, over 50%o0f themlistedRAY NET asbeinglistedintheir
emergency plans.
Eachof thethreecountiesinvolved had differingviewsonthe
involvement of RAYNET “on the night”. Berkshire and
Oxfordshireconcentrated ontheir emergency centres, whereas
themainaimfor RAY NET inBuckswastotest theuntriedlinks
betweenfirestations, hospitals, British Red Crossand St. John
Ambulanceheadquarters, PoliceSilver Control sand other key
locations which would be needed to aid communications.
Installationsat district emergency centresweretestedinJuly.
Duringtheexercise, thevariousinter-county linksweretestedand
deemed“workable”,“readable” or“ unreadable” . Eachof thekey
locationsreported on other stationsworked or heard and a
comprehensivelistwasbuiltup.
Inthestrategicdebrief, thefollowing paragraphhighlights
RAYNET’sinvolvement:
There was a full and comprehensive test of RAYNET
communications across the three historic counties of
Buckinghamshire, OxfordshireandBerkshire, andby andlargethe
radioamateursgot through successfully. Their debrief reports
indicatetheneedfor someaerial maintenanceandatighteningup
of someof their ownprocedures. Themajor lessonswerelearnt
by other exerciseparticipantswhoinsomecasessaw for thefirst
timewhat anextensiveand professional serviceRAY NET can
provideinemergenciesshould normal communicationsbreak
down. Forthoseorganisationsunfamiliar withthem,itisworth
consideringtheirinvolvementinfutureexercises.
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Membership registrations
Snecethei ntroductionof thenew registrationformsinOctober,
veral groupshaveasked about beingabletofill themin
electronically (i.e.directly ontotheformorthroughal ocal mail-
merge) andjust sendinafile.
Whilst thiswould appear to beagood ideaonthe surface,
particularly withtherequirement for themembers’ signature
having beenremoved, thereasonfor protectingtheAcrobat
versionof thefileistostoplocal versionsbeingintroducedand
maintainastandard form.
However.... Around Easter 2000wewill beintroducingsoftware
toenablegroupstoregister electronically. Thiswill beasimple
databaseapplicationthatwill enableyoutokeeplocal recordsfor
your groupand, whenyour registrationtimecomesor youhave
madeupdatestoyour local data, generateafilethat canbeeither
sentonfloppy ore-mailed. Thesoftwarewill beWindows95/98/
NT based and beofferedfreetogroups.
Therequirement to send payment, photos, one-timedeclarations
(asappropriate) andasigned cover sheetwithregistrationswill,
however, still exist.
ID cards
Theannual ritual extractionof photographicimagesfrommembers
sometimesmakesgroupsconsider theuseof digital photos.
Therequirementsof asecurephoto-1D cardintermsof thephoto
imagequality isthesameasthat of thepassport agency, i.e.itis
of aquality thatwill notfade, cannot bealtered, will stand heat-
treatmentandispermanent.
Only afew digital printing systems using dye sublimation
printingtechniqueshavebeenaccepted by thepassport agency
asconformingtothisrequirement. Theref orewecannot accept
digital photosthat havebeenprinted onbubble-jet printers,
whatever thefinal qualityis, for thereasonsof fading, beinga
water-basedink and poor paper quality.
Questionsareoccasionally asked why groupscannot produce
local I D cards, asopposedtohavingthemcentrallyissued. Quite
simplyitanissueof security,i.e.onlyissuingcardstobona-fide
members
-Wewouldnotlikeanyonewithless-than-above-board aimsto
gainaccesstoanincidentunder thepretenceof beingaRAYNET
member. Italsoensuresthereisonestyleandformat sothat our
user servicescanbesureof thecard' svalidity.
E-mail
TheNetwork hasrecently launcheditse-mail forwarding service.
Ane-mail forwardingservicegivesmemberstheabilitytohave
oneconsistentmail address(e.g. jim.andrews@raynet-uk.net)
thatisthenforwardedtotheir real address. Thereareseveral
benefitsof this: -
-Y oucanchangeserviceprovider asoftenasyoulike, without
havingtotell anyone.
-Y our contactsdon’ t get confused about whichprovideryouare
using.
-Theaddressgivesa' corporate’ imagetotheorganisationand
makesastatement about our involvementinRAY NET.
Anapplicationformisattachedandfull detail saboutthescheme
areincluded ontheform.
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