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Annual General Meeting and Symposium

- by Ron Cowan, GM4SRL

Cometo Glasgow for real Scottish Hospitality!

ThisyeartheNetwork’ sAnnual General M eetingwill beheldinGlasgow on Satur day
6th. November 1999. As Glasgow isfurther north than the RAYNET AGM has
venturedbefore, ithasbeendecidedtoincorporateitintoaRAY NET Symposium and
toholda“WeekendinScotland” event.

TheAnnual General Meetingwill beheldat 16:00 hrs. on Saturday 6th. November, and
membersare, of course, wel cometoattend itonitsown, but | hopethat the majority
will cometo Glasgow for agreat weekend.

For thosearriving ontheevening of Friday 5th. November, Glasgow City Council is
puttingonaFirework display in Glasgow Green. (Theresidentsof Glasgow have also
beeninvited!!) Thedoorsof thesymposiumwill openat 10:15hrs. on Saturday 6th.
November, andtherewill bepresentationsfromthenuntil theAGM startsat 16:00hrs.

Speakerswill includeWalter Renton, Head of Emergency Planning at the Scottish
Executive, whowill talk of the Scottish perspectiveaswel |l ascoveringtheviewsof the
HomeOffice, avolunteer fromtheWRV Swhowill describeher experiencesat thesharp
end of adisaster, Superintendent Green of StrathclydePolicewhowill tell of someof
thefunnier momentspreparingfor theY ear 2000, andtheRev. Neil Galbraith of the
charity “ Glasgow, TheCaring City” , who hasbeen out to K osovo twicethisyear, will
describehisexperiences, andtell ushow hewasso successful in obtainingmoney and
equipmentfor hisventure. (I wasoneof thepeoplewhocould notsay “ no” tohistireless
effortsextractinghelpfromtheCity Council!) Jim Andrews, GIHUL , Head of the

Network’sIT Services, will giveapresentationonthe latest e-mail innovationwhich
memberswill beinvitedtojoin.

TheL ord Provost haskindly agreedtoprovideaCivicLunch Receptiontomark the

Symposiumcomingto Glasgow.
Over -->
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AGM and Symposium - continued

Wives, hushandsand partnersarewel cometoo, withanalternativeprogramme beingarrangedwhiletheRAY NET memberisattending
thesymposium. Thecost of thisprogrammewill depend onthenumber attending, butwill benominal.

Intheeveningwewill all meet upagainfor adinner followed by aceilidh, withtickets being pricedat £10.00 each. The

symposiumwill closeafter aleisurely breakfast.

AswerequiretolettheCity Council know our numbersfor lunch, andtheHotel know thenumbersfor dinner, pleasereturn
theformincludedwiththisRAY ~Linktomenolater than23rd. October. If youareonly comingtotheAGM, thereisnorequirement

toreturnthisform.

I look forwardtoseeingyouforthewholeweekend, butinparticular, from11:00 hrs. onwardsonthe Saturday. | have
heardall of thespeakersbefore, and am surethat youwill enjoy their presentations.

The“recommended” hotel for thesymposiumisthe Glasgow City CentreL odge Inns, 10 EImbank Gardens, Glasgow G2 4PP.
(Telephone0141-221 1000, Fax 0141-2481000) Thehotel, whichusedtobeknownastheCharing CrossHotel, is only two
minutesaway fromthelocation of thesymposiumwhichisthe Council Chamber, House5, Charing CrossComplex, 94 Elmbank

Street, andisthevenue of the Saturday eveningdinner.

Please makeyour ownaccommodation arrangementsdirectly withthehotel. Thecostis£44.50 per room per night, and

breakfastisfrom£3.95t0£5.95.

Why haveaNational RAYNET
Diary?

Ray Clark G8GQJ, Deputy GC
Aylesbury 06/BU/196

Why haveaNational RAYNET Diary? (Or “ Just
how many events can there be on one day?”)

Every Sunday morningon80m,whether therearenotableitems
or not for theweekly news, our gallant band of newsreaders
ploughtheir way through alonglist of diary eventsfor the
followingweeks. Oftenitistheonlyitem- sowhy includeit?Why
notjust haveastrai ght-forward net of people” onair” ?JJustwhat
isthepointof the80mdiary?

Asadeputy group controller, whoserolewithinthegroupisto
organisethetechnical andfrequency planningfor events, | find
them extremely useful. Having listened to the broadcast, or
received my e-mail copy of theweek’ snews, | then check them
agai nst our commitments(whichwesend upforinclusion) and
work outwheremy headachesarelikely tobecomingfrom!
Onesuchexampleoccurredon Sunday July 4th1999. Aylesbury
group, alongwithgroupsfromLondon, theWest Midlands,
Warwickshireand Oxfordshire, wereinvolvedintheL ondon-
Oxfordand Birmingham- Oxford BikeRidesfor theRed Cross.
Thisdatesaw nofewer thantenother events, rangingfroma
140kmhorseridein Suffolk, abikeridefromHampton Court to
Brighton, another onein South Glamorgan, andalocal hill climb
justafew milesaway. Purely by chance, aphonecall froma
neighbouringgroup controller alertedmetoanel eventheventin
Hertfordshire! Withthelimited number of frequenciesavail able
to RAYNET, and the terrain of the London - Oxford route
necessitating theuseof several strategically sitedtalk-through
units, frequency planning becameamajor worry.

My firstjobwastodraw upadiagramof all theknownevents
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fortheday. | then set about contactingthecontrollersof the
variousgroupsinvolvedtoliaisewiththemonthefrequencies
they would beusing, NGRsfor their TTUsand control stations,
andwhereavailable, acontrol stationtelephonenumber incase
of problems. Having collated theinformation, | startedentering
detailsinto Tempath, apath profilingprogrammetogivemea
roughideaof possibleproblems. Thisindicated that amajor
problemwoul d probably bewiththeHampton CourttoBrighton
event, sophonecallstoBrianG30Y U CC Surrey todiscussthe
matter resultedinan agreement for themtouseabeam.

Havingdonethis, | setabout planningthefrequenciesfor ourown
event, makinguseof frequencieson50MHzand 70M Hzforinter-
sitelinksand2m/70cmsfor TTUs. Theaeria susedonmost UHF
linkstoand from TTUswerebeams. Bearingin mindthechoice
of frequenciesfor other eventsal ready planned, | cameupwith
a“ best-fit” solution; | thentabul atedal | thei nformationaboutthe
variouseventsand sent copiestothosegroupsinvolvedin
activitiesontheday.

Despiteall theplanning, | wasnot abletotakeintoaccountthose
littleglitcheswithwhichwein RAYNET aresofamiliar - the
problemof propagation, with SporadicEon4m, andliftconditions
on2m,resultinginSurrey Control puttingout acall tooneof their
operators,whichwasansweredby anoperator ontheBirmingham
- Oxfordevent!

Sojustremember - pleaseincludeyour eventsontheNational
RAYNET diary - it makes life for those membersin similar
situationsthroughout thecountry somuch easier whenitcomes
tofrequency planningforanevent!
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Elections for Zonal
Co-ordinators.

Tom Hanratty
GOJRT

Training Day
at Leicester

hereisnot arequirementtoholdelectionsinany zonefor
incoming ZCsthisyear.

Nominationshavebeenreceivedasfollows:-

ZC1-Tom GOJRT the only nomination, issupported by all
Groups. ZC2 - status quo - Brian G4HV A continuesin the
caretaker role. ZC5 - David, GLADW is standing down for
businessreasons, butnonominationshavebeen received. The
COM will discussthepositionatitsnext meeting. ZC12- Tom,
GMOBKX, istheonly nominationandisreplacingLiamGM4VY Q
whoisstandingdownfor businessreasons.

Leicester Rally

AY NET wasrepresented at the L ei cester Amateur Radio
d Computer Show hel dat CastleDoningtonon September
24th and 25th.
Membersof theCounty mannedaRAY NET standwhichshowed
examplesof RAY NET' swork for the Community, and many
membersvisitedthestand. Inaddition, publicity flyerswere
includedwiththe Show Guidehandedtoall visitors, andthis
resultedinanumber of enquiriesabouttheNetwork anditswork.
Thestandwasal sosupportedby Cathy Clark,theVice-Chairman
onSaturday 25th.
RAY NET Suppliesalsoattended onboth daysof theshow, and
didagreatjobinfurther promotingtheNetwork’ sprofessional
imageaswell asmakingtherangeof suppliesavailabletomembers.
ThanksareduetoBrianand M oirawho madethelongjourney
downto supporttheCounty’ sefforts.

BrianandMoiraat L eicester

On Saturday 10th April 1999 the training team
travelledtoL eicestertoput onatrai ningday for members
of theL eicester, MeltonM owbray and Four CountiesRAY NET
Groupsbasedon “ Operational Management Team” (OMT).
There was a full and demanding programme, with OMT
presentationsbeingmadeinthemorningsessionfollowedinthe
afternoon by atabl etop exercise” Operation Crusade” whichwas
written by B.L. Davies Wiltshire County Controller. This
exercisewashasedonareal incident. UnexplodedWorldWarl |
bombsfoundin Chippenham Wilts.
Everyonehadagreat day, andtheTraining Teamwouldliketo
thank all the memberswho took part, and also Cathy Clark
G6GQJ, Dave Hicks G6IFA, Geoff Griffiths G3STG, Alan
WallisG4Y MU and Ray Clark G8GQJfor their valuablehelpin
makingtheday asuccess.

The Team would also like to thank Jim Andrews G1IHUL
Leicester Group controller for thefacilitiesand hospitality he
provided, Andaspecial thanksto Jim’ sparentsand parentsin-
law fororganisinganexcellentlunch.

Theteamisavailabl etoorganisetrai ningsessionsthroughoutthe
UK. Controllersand or Group Trainingofficerswhowouldlike
tofind out moreshouldcontacttheTraining Teamdirector, Tom
Hanratty GOJRT (QTHR) , Tel: 01207 505315 or via E.mail
tomhanratty @ic24.net

lan Patrick, GOTAW

By Teresa Lee MOBQB

tiswithgreatregret & sadnessthat | havebeenaskedby Zenda, GOTAW'’ swidow toinformyouof hisdeathon Sunday the29th

AugustinPapworthHospital. |lanhad suffered fromheart problemsfor sometime, althoughthosethat knew himmight beforgiven
for notknowinghewasinfact“keptgoing” by aninternal pacemaker anddefibrillator.
Sadly duringthelast year hesuffereddifficultieswhichnecessitated hisreturnto Papworthfor afurther operation, fromwhichhe
didnotrecover. | personally havemany goodthought’ sand memoriesof | an, hewasagreat friendand aactivemember of theMid
Norfolk RAY NET Groupawayswillingtohel pout andevenduring hisill healthdid not allow that to stop him hel ping.
WhenRAY NET wereaskedtoassist searchforamissingchildinalocal village, lanwasthereoperating“talkin” fromhisQTH for
RAY NET memberstryingtolocatethesmall village. lanwasakeen CW operator andrecently received his“ Fist’ s” century certificate,
thathewasrightly proudof. | recall thatithad takenhim considerabl etimetoget the 100 stationsdueto hispoor heal th, but persevere
hedid.
Hewasresponsiblefor“ gently persuading” metotakemy“A” licenceand spent many an hour inhisshack thumpingthekey trying
tomakemeunderstanditall. | didreward himwithapassfirsttimeandstill use CW although| amnot asfast aslanwas. Thelast
person| know hehelpedthroughtheir CWtotheir“A” licencewasmy husband, but | know that hehel ped many other Amateurs
overtheyearsandweall will alwaysremember him. Hewill besadly missed, but never forgotten.
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Newregistration Forms

Jim Andrews (G1HUL)

Head of Information Systems

ew registration forms have been introduced, and

have been sent to controllers and membership
secretaries. These should be used for all future
applications etc. and all previous versions should be
destroyed. (We still occasionally get groups sending
in the original box-shaded form, circa 1991!).
Your attention is drawn to the significant changes with
the membership form REG-02, a new one-time
declaration REG-06 and new method of operation of the
Personal Accident Insurance on form REG-05. Dueto
these changes, applications on the old forms will
be rejected.

The forms are available in Adobe Acrobat .PDF format
from either the web site at http://www.sgi.leeds.ac.uk/
raynet, via e-mail request from reg.forms@markfield.u-
net.com or by sending a 3%" disk to ‘Registration
forms’ at the Hunters Moon mailing address. The
September 1999 forms are contained in the file
frm02a.pdf (94K).

The Acrobat reader required is available free from
www.adobe.com.

REG-01 - Registration and PAI cover sheet

This form must accompany all registrations and
Personal Accident Insurance applications. It has been
updated to include sections for a group to change its
renewal period and summary of the new PAI
applications. It is also now a requirement for it to be
validated by the group controller or registrations officer.

REG-02 - Application to register / re-register
Revamped to remove ambiguities such as membership
period and e-mail addresses are now being captured for
the purposes of dealing with registration queries, not
for long-term use. Personal Accident Insurance is no
longer tied to this form - please refer to REG-05.
Major change - No member signature is required
on this form. A one-time declaration form REG-06
is now required.

REG-03 - Advice of termination of membership.
Form is self-explanatory, no major changes to the
content, simply that it can now list multiple members.

REG-04 - Advice of appointments

Now consolidated for groups, counties etc. Please
ensure you use this form to inform us of changes within
your group, otherwise mailings may be lost and contact
lists will be inaccurate - It is in your interest to keep it
up to date!
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REG-05 - Application for Personal Accident
Insurance

New form, which must be used for all PAI
applications.

Please note that the PAI ‘box’ has been removed from
REG-02 and all applications must now be made with
REG-05. Details of how the scheme operates are on
the form and, if your group already has members in the
PAIscheme, your Registrations Officer will have received
aletter detailing whois currently covered and explaining
more detail about the scheme’s operation.

REG-06 / REG-06J - One time declaration

New form, which replaces the signature on the
membership form REG-02.

The notes on each form clearly indicate who is to fill it
in and when.

Please note that all current members should fill out
this form as soon as possible. No registrations will
be accepted after 1st October unless The Network
is in possession of a declaration, either by
accompanying the next registration or having been
filled out beforehand.

CIN-01 - Confidential information
For the supply or removal of confidential information
about a member.

COR-01 - Advise of change or error

For changing details on the database that have either
changed or have been found to be in error. Now
includes a request for anew ID card (e.g. for change of
callsign or name).

DPA-01 - Request for information
Request, as allowed under that data protection act, for
information held on an individual.

TMP-01 - Temporary member
Advice of temporary member. Please note that this
now requires the authorisation of the Group Controller.

GARF-01 - Annual report

New form for collection of statistics about group
operations. Please take the time to fill in a form each
year as the information is very useful when in negotiations
with user services and other organisations, as we can
say with confidence what the activity levels are within
the organisation.
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