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Annual General Meeting

Theannual General M eeting of theRadio Amateurs’ Emergency Networkwill beheld
inGlasgow on Saturday 6th. November 1999.

Formal notificationwill accompany the September edition of RAY ~Link, butinthe
meantime, membersareaskedto put anoteintheir diaries, andtokeepthedatefree.

ItisintendedtoholdaRAYNET Seminar in Glasgow over theweekend of 5th. to 7th.
November, and members' partnersareinvitedtocometo Glasgow aswell. Therewill
be aseparateprogrammelaid onduringthe Saturday, whilemembersareattendingthe
AGM and RAY NET related presentations, anditisthereforehopedthat asmany as
possiblewill comeNorth. Aceilidh, or other functionisplannedfortheSaturday evening.

Itishopedthat special accommodationratescanbearranged, andmembersareaskedto

returntheattached form, (whichwill notbebindinginany way,) sothatwecangeta
roughideaof numbers.

Subscriptions

Our subscriptionswent upto 40 penceper month (£4.80 per year) at thebeginning of Jun

and Personal Accident Insurancewasalsoincreasedby 1pperyearto£1.05.

TheCommitteeof Management thankseveryonefor beingmembers, and providingservid
tothecommunity throughRAY NET. New membersarealwaysneeded, and existingoneg

areencouragedto”“BringaFriend” togroup meetings.
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All correspondence and member ship
registrationsshouldbesentto: -
“Hunters Moon”, Newton-le-Willows,
BEDALE, North Yorks, DL8 1SX

Emergency 24hourcontactline:-
(0141)621 2121

CHAIRMAN: Ron Cowan, GM4SRL
(0141) 620 1000
ZONES:
Z1: Tom Hanratty, GOJRT
(01207) 505315

Z2: Contact Meantime Brian
Tindill, (01677) 450387

Z3: Keith Gudgin, GOCXP
(01909) 565257

Z4. Martin Green, G4PMG
(01422) 828678

Z5: David Whiteman, GIADW
(0956) 299784

Z6: and Deputy Chairman

Cathy Clark, G1GQJ

(01844) 351461

Z7: Chris Hampson, GBRXA
(01425) 672002

Z8: Contact meantime via ZC 10
(01244) 336639

Z9: Madeley Smith, G8KVU
(01203) 597411

Z10: David Hicks, G6IFA
(01244) 336639

Z11: Contact Meantime via ZC 12
(01290) 421298

Z12: Liam Harvey, GM4VYQ
(01546) 603910

Z18: Contact meantime via ZC 10
(01244) 336639

222: lain Strachan, GM4FLP
(01382) 580356
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SPECIALIST TEAMS
Emergency Planning:

Cathy Clark, G1GQJ
Finance:

Martin Green, G4APMG
Publicity:

David Hicks, G6IFA
Registrations:

David Whiteman, G1ADW
Technical:

Chris Hampson, GBRXA
Training:

Tom Hanratty, GOJRT
Talkthroughapplications:

lan Jackson, GBRWH,

5 Vivien Cl, Chessington,

Surrey, KT9 2DE
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Chairman's Report

Presentedat the AGM on 7th. November 1998

Ron Cowan GM4SRL

APRS-AnlInitial Trial

DenisPibworthG4AKWT

APRS, or Automatic Position Reporting System, first caught my
eye when the subject came up on the internet newsgroup
uk.radio.amateur back around christmastime. Having dabbled
with Packet Radiofor quiteafew yearsl had alwaysseenit as
a'rebel without acause’ whenitcametoRAY NET operations.
Thiswassomethingabitdifferentsol decidedtodelvefurther.
APRSisthecombinationof atransmitter, Packet TNC and GPS
receiver togiveautomaticreportsof astation’ slocationat pre-
determinedtimeintervals. Thesecanthen bereceivedby a
suitably equipped station, and pl otted onamap. Thishascaught
oninabigwayintheUSA -justput‘ APRS' intoyourfavourite
Internet search siteand seewhat comesup!

Aregularroleof ours, atthevaroi usrunning eventswesupport,
istoprovidecommunicationsbetweentheControl stationandthe
Leadand Tail-Endvehiclestoplottheir progressaroundthe
course. Anideal usefor APRS, | thought, so with the the
WokinghamHalf-Marathonafewweeksaway | decidedtoaim
tousethiseventtotrial thesystem. Thiswasspurredonby one
of ourmembers, Simon G6ZTZ, whoalready hadaGPSreciever
andwasabouttoupgradebothitandhishand-portabl etransceiver.
Beingabitof aKk enwoodfan, hehaddecidedtoget thenew TH-
7D, adual-bandradiowith Packet and, moreimportantly, APRS
functionality builtin. HisGPSreceiver upgradeprovided mewith
avery reasonably priced second-hand GPSreceiver andsothe
technical seedsweresown. | blew thedust of my old PacComm
HandiPacket TNC and obtained thefirmwareupgrade (direct
from PacComm - $38 plus $8 postage) to giveit full APRS
functionality. This, combinedwithmy hand-portableand newly
acquired GPSbhox, thengavethegrouptwoportable APRStracker
stations. Nearly therel

Forthereceivingend, | downloadedacopy of WinAPRSV 2.2.4
fromtheinternet. ThisistheM SWindowsshareware APRS
programmewrittenby Mark Sproul (KB2ICl) and hisbrother
Keith. Thissoftwarerecently took the major step forward of
allowingtheuseof scanned mapimages(inGlFformat) rather
thanthedigital mapsinapeciliar format used previously. An
associatedtext filedefinesthepixel coordinatesand associated
L atitudeandL ongitudeof two pointsonthemapimageasadatum.
Thisisvery easytosetupandisperfectfor eventsthatrequire
aspecial, andpossibly non-standard, map. A GPS/APRSequipped
TNCisnotrequiredtoreceiveAPRSdata Theuseof WinAPRS
withahighresolutionmapimagedoes, however, requireafairly
poshPCtoruniton(l haveaPentium233MHzMM X andscreen
refreshwhen zoomingand panningthemapisnot blisteringly
fast). However when setup and running, which is fairly
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straightforward, theresultslook very impressiveindeed.

Initial trial swithSimon, priortotheHalf-Marathon, showed one
dlightproblem. Theincoming APRSsignal swereproducingplots
that werenot quiteintheright placeonthemap. Theerror was
very slight but noticeable. | carefully checked my digital map
information, whichlooked OK. Theproblemturned outtobethe
factthat WinAPRSassumesamapthatisdrawnonal atitude/
Longitude grid whereas my map was based on the British
OrdnanceSurvey National Grid. Thetwodon'’tlineup, of course,
producingtheslight errorswewereseeing. Itwasgoingtobe
interestingtoseeit thiswasgoingtobeaproblemwhenthesystem
wasusedinearnest.

For theWokinghamHalf-Marathon control station, another
groupmember, Paul M 1BFO, wasabl etobringal onghislaptop
PCandthisprovedideal asacompact display systemforthe
APRStraffic. | set upmy equipmentinthelead vehicleand
G6ZTZdidtail-end. Thepositionreportingratewasset at 1
minuteinterval sfortheleadvehicleandinitially 3minuteintervals
fortail-end, thisbeingreducedlater to2minutesasthetail-end
vehiclewasmovingfaster thanexpected. Bothvoicetrafficand
APRSdatawerecarriedonthesamechannel (144.775MHz). The
digital mapusedwasof thestreet atlastypebasedonNGR and
scannedat 150dpi. Theareacoveredby themapwas5kmby 7
km. Theresultswere, tosay theleast, very impressiveindeed. The
progressof each of thevehiclescouldbeclearly seenonthePC
screenasthey madetheirway aroundthecourse. Theslighterrors
noticedinthetrial spriortotheeventdidnot provetobeaproblem
on-the-day. Thetrial wasan unmitigated success.

Thenext stageistore-packagethetracker equipmentinamore
robustway - minewasvery muchalash-upinanoldbriefcasejust
toseeif itworked. Itdid-andverywell.Wewill certainly beusing
itagain.

DenisPibworthG4KWT

GroupController- Reading& West BerkshireGroup06/BK /012
E-Mail: denis@pibworth.clara.net (Home) or
denis.pibworth@racalradio.com(Work)
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Geoff Darby,
G7GJU

Training Team

Alan
G4YMU

100 Mile Walk

THEWOOLF REPORT
IMPORTANT BRIEFING PLEASE READ

April 26 1999 marked theintroduction of themost significant
changestothecivil justicesysteminlivingmemory. Theaimof
the" Woolf Reforms” whichwill thenbecomelawin Englandand
Wales is to make civil justice quicker, cheaper and less
confrontational.

Theinitial reformsaretargetedat personal injury claimsworth
lessthan £15,000 but youwill beexpectedtofollowthespirit of
thereformsonbigger claimsincludingnon-personal injury claims.

Asyet very little information has been made available to
policyholdersbytheirinsurerssowehavepreparedtheattached
noteswhichwehopeoufindtobeuseful. Themostimportant
pointto makeisthat claimsmust benotifiedtousquickly.

Stuart Alexander
April 1999

(Stuart Alexander Limited (incorporating Tion Stock) isan
Independent Insurancelntermediary. Registered No. 2777604
Registered Office: 10Philpot Lane, LondonEC3M 8AA)

Attached Notes:-

Whattodoif youreceiveaclaim.

Y ou(oryourinsurers) will have21 daystoacknowl edgereceipt
of a“Letter of Claim”. If you (they) don’ tthentheclaimant’s
solicitorscanissue proceedingswithout any sanction. Itis
thereforeessential that youhavesystemsinplacetopassonthe
letter touswithout delay.

What happensnext?

Y ou and your insurers have amaximum of three monthsto
investigatetheclaimandtell the claimant whether liability is
acceptedinfull orinpartordenied. If liability isdeniedyoumust
explainwhy and providesupporting documentation.

What happensifyoudonotcomplywiththenew rules?
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Apart fromtherisk of prejudicingyour insurancecover the
Courtsmay impose:

* Sanctionsupondamagesintheformof interest upto 10%over
baserate.

* Sanctionsuponcosts, includingaward of costsonanindemnity
basis, andinterest at upto 10% over baserate.

* Strictlimitationsupontheevidencethat may bepresentedin
thedefenceof theclaim.

Whatyouneedtotell usabout

Anyincidentthat might reasonably beexpectedtoproducea
claimandinany eventfor:

* Employers’ Liability: anaccidentatworkinvolvingabsenceof
morethan 3days, headinjury and/or hospitalisation

* Public/ProductsLiability: all accidentswherethirdpartyis
injured

* Motor: all accidentswhereathird party isinjured

How tobeprepared asan Employer

1. Reviewyour accidentreportingandinvestigationprocedures
toensurethat any incident whichmay giverisetoaclaimisfully
investigated at anearly stage. Remember, aclaimant hasupto3
yearstobringanactionfor personal injury.

2. Takewitnessstatements, recordingthenamesand addresses
of witnesses. Includephotographsof thescene.

3.Retainall other relevant evidence, for exampl eaccident book
entries, earningsinformation, trainingrecords, warningnotices,
personal protectiveequipment records, first-aider reports,
foreman/safety officer reportsand security videos.

4. Ensureyoucomplywithall of theappropriateHeal th& Safety
Legislationandhavecarriedout your Risk A ssessment.
5.Keepall thisinformationtogether inasafeplace.

6. Nominateadeputy for dealingwith L ettersof Claim, especially
at holiday times- 21 daysisanexceptionally short deadline.
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Band Plan Changes

Ray, GOBDA

Emergency PlanningTeam

ThelARU Region 1conferenceinTel Aviv, heldfrom 30 Sept
-50ctober 1996, agreedrevisedbandplansforall VHFandUHF
bands, inparticul ar therevised 2mband plan all ocated 144.800
-144.990MHztodigital communications.

Asfrequencieswithinthisrangehadbeenall ocatedfor emergency
communicationspriority, thisled ontodiscussionsbetweenthe
Network’ sEmergency Planning Team (EPT), theRSGB Data
Communications Committee (DCC), the RSGB Repeater
Management Committee(RM C) andtheRSGB VHF Committee
(VHFC).

Theinitial discussionsconcentrated ontheurgentneedtomove
the2mdigital networktothefrequencieswhichwere, atthattime,
nominated for emergency communicationspriority. A scheme
wasdevised which allowed changesto take placewith the
minimum of disruptiontobothdigital and RAY NET users.

Subsequent discussionswiththeRSGB Committeeswhohave
beenconsideringsignificantrevisionsof theVHFand UHFband
plans, havecoveredall bandsfrom6émto23cm. Theaimwasto
ensurethat therevisedbandplansincludedfrequenciesallocated
for emergency communicationspriority, whichwouldallowthe
useof voice, digital and, wherepracti cabl e, in-bandtal k-through.

Followingfinal discussionsattheRSGB VHF Conventionin
February of thisyear, boththeNetwork andtheRSGB publi cised
theagreedbandplanchanges. Thisinevitably producedfurther
commentsand suggestionsfrombothindividual sand groupswith
special interests.

TheRSGB hasdecided not toimplement theagreed changes
immediately, but to allow another 2 months for further
consultation. Thiswill follow thepublicationof anarticleon
proposed band plan changeswritten by lain Philipps GORDI
(DCC Chairman) intheApril 1999 edition of RadCom.

Duringthistime,theNetwork EPT will usethewell-established
workingrelationshipsthat wehavewiththeRSGB Committees
toensure

thattherequirementsfor RAY NET operationsarethoroughly
understoodandadequateprovisionismadefortheseintherevised
bandplans.

Theagreed proposal swerepublicisedviatheNetwork’ sweekly
newsof 28th February 1999 on80m, packet, thewebsiteandthe
telephoneBBS.

If any member hasany viewsontheemergency communications
aspects of the proposed changes, please send them to the
Emergency Planning Teamc/o cathyclark @zetnet.co.uk or by
posttoHuntersMoon, marked“EPT".
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Battery Power
Martin Green,ZC4
| havebeenintouchwith Alexander Batteries, Power House,
2,McadamCloseDraytonFields, DAVENTRY, Northants.
NN115RX.. Thiscompany specialisesinbatteriesfor PM R,
Mobilephonesandthelike. It now acceptsRAY NET asa
tradecustomer and assuchwecanobtaingoodpriceson
batteries(eglcomBP84 £22.55 +vat + carriage) with 2day
delivery. All thatisnecessaryistocall 01327 301090, give
“RAYNET"” asthecustomer name, useyour callsignasthe
customer referenceand quoteyour credit card number.

The 1998 DataProtection Act becamelaw on24th October 1998
and will comeintoforceduring1999. ThisActintroducesthe
concept of registeredbodiesbeing ?DataControl lers?.
Itisunclear just howthisnewlegislationwill affect RAYNET.
All Groupsareurgently advisedtodeterminehowthislegislation
will affect them. Themajority of Groupshaverelied onthe
exemption contained in Section 33 of theDataProtectionAct,
1984 whereby unicorporated clubsand societiesareexemptfrom
registrationundertheA ctsubjecttoanumber of conditions. There
doesnot seemtobeany equival ent exemptionunder thenew Act.
However acall tothe Officeof the DataProtection Registrarin
thelast week confirmsthatthelist of exemptionsunder the 1998
Acthasstill not beenfinalised, soitisaquestionof “watchthis
space”. Hopefully theclubsexemptionwill still bepresentinthe
Act, butwemay well seeatighteningof theconditionsrequired
tobefulfilled.

TheNetworkwill adviseviathe80mNewsandRAY ~Link and
changes as and whentheseareadvised. | nthemeantimeal | Groups
withaccesstotheWorld WideWebarestrongly encouragedto
review theDataProtection Regi strar ?shomepageorthefollowing
URL:

http://www.open.gov.uk/dpr/
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Your 80m Net Newsreaders

RAY~Link 33 - June 1999 Page 5



Action Research 100
98 Bike Ride 30 August

LanceWhitelegg, GOCCU,
Avon AreaRAYNET
Controller

Health & Safety | ssues.
JohnWhiteG4BCY
Webecameawarethatwemay havehealthandsafety liabilities
whenwesought permissiontouseaNational Trustsitefor our
control stationforanevent. They askedtoseeour risk assessment
document. Wedidn'thaveone, soNigel GIXBV hurriedly
producedone. Sincethenwehavebeendiggingdeeperintothe
problem. Wehaveconcentrated onthesafety riskswemay
encounter, whereverwemay setupastation. Toberesponsible
for safety wewill appointa“ SiteSafety Officer”. A list of items
onthesitetobecheckedhasbeenprepared, althoughnotfinalised
asyet. Wehavedrawnonauthoritativedocumentswherever
possible. Thischecklistwill probably becomeanappendix tothe
Surrey Raynet Manual which will have to be amended to
incorporateitand,al so, astatementonsitesafety. Inparallel with
thisweareworkingonrevisedrisk assessmentdocumentsandan
introductory statement sothat thesevariousbitsandpiecescome
together toformaset whichwecan present to any authority

interestedinhow wetackletheproblem of safety.

Retired Member.

KeithGudgeon, GOCXP

| amsorrytohavetoreportthat WilliamEccles, GAUFY hasbeen
forcedtoretirefromRAY NET duetoill health.

Bill hasbeenaval uablemember of theNottinghamshireCounty,
Bassetlaw Group(03/NG/288) sinceitwasformedandwill be
very muchmissedonRAY NET events.

Healwayshad ajokeready for youandasmileonhisfaceand
| amsurethat all thel ocal memberswill missseeinghimwalking
aroundwithhishandheldriginonehandandacup of teainthe
other!

May |, onbehal f of all themembership, takethisopportunity to
thank Bill for hisendeavoursandwishhimandhisfamilyall the
best for thefuture.

80m Net

TheNewsreader Duty Roster for Juneisasfollows:-
6th June- Duty GOV PJ, Standby G3STG
13thJune- Duty G3STG, Standby G4FSN
20thJune- Duty G4AAL, Standby G4KUJ

27th June- Duty G4FSN, Standby GOBDA

MeetingwiththeRSGB

RonCowanand Cathy Clark hadanexcellent meetingwithlan
Kyleand TomReilly of theRSGB at PottersBarin April, when
mattersof commoninterest werediscussed. Theseincluded
RAYNET training, the RAYNET Manual, liaison with the
RadiocommunicationsA gency andtheHomeOffice, insurance,
attendanceatrallies, thecallbook, dual membership, publicity,
funding, theemergency contact number and generally working
together.

It must be stressed that, despite variousreports (from non
members!) on packet, there is no intention of merging the
organisations, or onetaking over theother. Moreimportantisto
recogni sethestrengthsandweaknessof each, andtoworkinsuch
away that theorgani sationwhich canbest provideaparticular
part of theservicetakestheleadin, for example, discussionswith
outsidebodies, andhel pstheother organi sationtoachi evethebest
possibleresult. RAYNET must beseentohaveasolidcore,
pullingintheonedirectionandworkingto achievethebest
possibleserviceforitsuser services. Themeetingat PottersBar,
andtheearlier presentationtoRSGB Council inJanuary areboth
examplesof how theCommitteesof boththeRSGB andtheRadio
Amateurs' Emergency Network intendtoprogressthispolicy.

RAYNET Trophy.
The RAYNET trophy will again be awarded at the Annual
General M eeting,andmembersareaskedtosendnominationsto
theSecretary, lanJackson, attheHunter’ sMoonaddress. These
shouldarriveby 31st. July at thel atest.

Manchester A ppointments

AttheGreater Manchester County Raynet AGM, Jon M ossman
was

elected County Controllerand ChrisTyrell, GTOEP, wasel ected
Deputy County Controller.

L11 5RL

Thisroster marksthecompl etion of theseventh, andthecommencement

of theeighth, year of rostered operating. - A big*“thank you” toall

whohavehel pedtokeepthenet goingwithout abreak for all theseyears!
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