RAY~Link

The Regular Newsletter of The Radio Amateurs’ Emergency Network

Issue Thirty Two
Jenuary 1999

RAY~Linkis published for the benefit of all members of the Network. Itis posted to all
controllers who are requested to assistin ensuring awide membership circulation.

(This edition has been sent to each Household)

InThis Issue

TrainingUpdate- Thelatest on Page3
Chairman'sReport - 1998 reviewed Page 2
SeetheNewsreaders- Page5revealsall (well some!)
Emergency Planning- Team Report - Page 8

GPS/ITNC/VHF - Remote Tracking- Page4

November AGM

TheAGM of theRadioAmateurs' Emergency Network washeldinCreweon Saturday
7th.November. Therewasagoodattendance, bothat theinformal morningsession, and
attheAfternoonAGM and Openforum.

Inthemorning, Mike Slaney, CEPO Staffordshire, gaveaexcellent presentationon
possibleMillennium problems, and Cathy Clark, G1GQJ, theNetwork’ svicechairman,
|ed asessionon Emergency Planning. Intheafternoon, thechairman, Ron Cowan,
GMA4SRL, presented hisreport for thecurrent year and thetreasurer, Ray Webb,
presentedtheannual accounts.

Itwasannouncedthat K eithGudgeonhasbeenappointed Zonal Co-ordinatorforZone
3, replacing DavidHockingwhoretiresinDecember, andLiamHarvey will belooking
after Zonel12inplaceof Tom Stewart, whoal sostepsdowninDecember. Thechairman
welcomedthenew committeemembers, andthanked Davidand Tomfor theamount of
work eachhasdonefor RAYNET.

Itwasal soannouncedthat thechairmanhasbeeninvitedtoaddresstheRSGB Council
onthework and organi sation of theRadio Amateurs’ Emergency Network, andthat
JohnLayton, G4AAL, aNetwork member, hasbeen el ected unopposed to RSGB
Council.

BruceWilliams, GIORS, County Controller for Cheshirethen presented theRadio
Amateurs’ Emergency Network withachequefor £225.00. Thechequeresultedfrom
thework doneby RAY NET attheannual Frostbiteexercise.

Thechairmanthen presentedtheRAY NET trophy to David Green, controller of the
Coventry Group, inrecognitionof thework hehasdonefor RAY NET sincejoiningin
1977. Hebecamegroup controllerin 1987 andwasresponsiblefor coveringthefailure
of theCoventry tel ephoneexchange, theCoventry air crash, and aseriousfireincident.
Intheopenforumanumber of vari ed subj ectswerediscussed, i ncludingthepast history
of theorganisation, | D Cards, thedistributionof RAY ~Link, andthepossibility of aGB
callsignforthe80mnet. Itwasal soannouncedthat theRadio Amateurs' Emergency
Network hasrecently arrangedinsurancefor all itsmemberswhoarerequiredtoflyin
MOD search & rescueaircraft, both during exercises, and callouts.
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Chairman's Report

Presentedat the AGM on 7th. November 1998

Ron Cowan GM4SRL

998 got of f toagood start, with the January Committee of
anagement Meeting endorsing all the decisions and
recommendationsmadeat the1997 AGM. Teamswerereviewed,
somehavinganew | eader, somewith new membersand some
with both.

AniteminRAY ~Link, askingfor someonetotakeover RAYNET
Suppliesreceivedonly onereply. Butwecoul dnothavebeen
morefortunatewiththeapplicant, Brian Shearer, group controller
of the Cowal RAYNET Group. For those without higher
geography, Cowal isapeninsulainArgyll lyingbetweentheRest
and be Thankful, theFirthof Clydeand LochFyne. Itiswell
knownforitssalmon, venison, kippers, theY ounger Botanical
Gardens, and hostinganRSGB AGM anumber of yearsago!
Brianhasbeenanexcellent“catch” andhasalready startedtore-
negotiatewithour suppliers, and hastakenthe SuppliesRoad
Show outtoanumber of rallies.

Cathy Clark and | were invited to meet with the
Radiocommuni cationsAgencyinL ondoninthespring,andthis
|ed to ameeting between Cathy Clark, lan Jackson, theRSGB
President, lan Kyle, the RSGB ERLO, Tom Reilly, and his
assistant, SimonLloydHughesat theUniversity of Surrey to
discussajointresponsetotherequestfromtheRA forareview
of BR68.

Our meetingwasvery successful, andtherewerenoitemsonthe
agendawhicheither party feltuneasy about. Aswell ascompleting
thetaskinhand, wehad amost enjoyableday, and| havebeen
asked to address Council with my thoughts on RAYNET
generally,andtobringituptospeedonhow TheRadioAmateurs’
Emergency Networkisorganised and operates. | wasoriginally
askedtoattendtoday, butwhenlanKylerealisedthatthiswas
our AGM hesuggestedthat | mightliketogotothenext meeting
andlanasked meto passonhisbest wishesfor our AGM today.

AtpreviousAGMsl haveexpressed concernat our rel ationship
withtheRSGB. | now feel that thingsaregoingreally well, and
| feel that thelong strugglehasbeenworththeworry and effort.
If thingsgoaswell nextyear asthey havedonethisyear, | think
that RAYNET canonly flourish.

Oneword of caution, however. Our numbersaredown, notalot,
butthey aredown, andwemust all work toreversethistrend.
Some, | know, became saddened at the split and the ensuing
arguments, andtook theeasy optionof early retirementfrom
RAYNET. Weshouldtarget theseformer members, aswell as
thenew recruitstoamateur radio.

Theteamswhich| mentioned earlier haveal l tackledtheir own
areasof responsibility. Cathy Clark’ semergency planningteam,
David Hick’ s publicity team, Martin Green’ s finance team,
DavidWhiteman’ sregistrationteam, TomHanratty’ straining
team, and ChrisHampson'’ stechnical teamall supportedthe
work of the Committee of Management during theyear. In
addition, | wouldliketopay tributeto Ray Webb, our treasurer;
lan Jacksonour secretary andtalk-throughadministrator; Brian
Tindill our postman; Geoff Griffithswho compilesthedairy
datesand servicesour telephoneBBS; Jim Andrewswho has
takenover therunning of GB7NRCand MikeBarker whodoes
all theregistrationwork associated withtheissueof our I D cards.
BarbaraSlater and Ray Waller havenow stooddownfromtheir
responsibilitieswithRAY NET Supplies,andhandedover awell
runshiptoBrian Shearer.

The80mnet isheld every Sunday morningat 08:30 hrs. clock
time. Theregular netcontrollerswho operateaduty rota, led by
EricWalton, G4FSN, giveunstinting service.
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Wearecurrently runningattherateof four RAY ~Linksperyear,
and managingto post each copy out to each household. Asour
original intentionwastosendall buttheAGM issueouttogroup
controllersfor copyingtotheir members, | ampleasedwiththat
theCommitteehasagreedthatwecangeteacheditionintoevery
house. | wouldliketothank MikeMcCreery for all thedesktop
publishingwork hedoesoneachissue. Thereisalwaysatime
issueraisingitshead by thetimeMikegetsthecopy towork with,
but henever complains, and quickly compl eteseachissueand
sendsitontotheprinters.

Our personal accidentinsuranceschemehasbeenvery successful,
andisexcellentvalueatjustover £1.00 peryear. Wehavehad
oneclaim, whichwaspaid promptly by theinsurance company.
| amdelightedthat sofar overtwothirdsof our membershiphave
joinedthescheme.

I wouldliketothank theZonal Co-ordinatorsforall thework
they dointheir zonesaswell asat National level. Itisnot easy
beingaZC, andtheir laboursaregreatly appreciated.

Therearetwozonal Co-ordinatorsleavingusthisyear. Zone
three loses Dave Hocking, along serving member who is
prevented by ill healthfromattendingtoday. | wouldliketo
thank himfor all thework hehasdonefor RAY NET inthepast,
wishhimall thebestinhisretirement, and hopethat hishealth
will soonimprove.

Tom Stewartisal sostandingdown. | haveknownTomfor many
yearsandwouldliketoacknowledgeall thework whichhehas
doneat Group, Region, AreaandNational level. Tomisoneof
thosepeoplewhowill doajobbecauseit hastobedone, andwill
doitwell. Hewill bemissed at the Committee of M anagement
meetings, wherehisqui et confident manner hasbeen respected
duringhistimewithus.

Thenew ZCfor Zonethreewill beK eith Gudgin (GOCXP) while
LiamHarvey (GM4VY Q) will belooking after Zonetwelve's
interestsasfrom 1st. January.

Themillenniumwill soonbewithus, and | would cautiongroups
not totake on any commitmentsuntil they know how many
volunteersthey will haveatthetime. Itisall tooeasytosay “ yes,
wecancover that event, or provide helpwith any envisaged
situation,” butwedon’ tyetknowjustwhatthesocial pressures
will be, withmany family and street partiesstill tobeorganised.
Someorganisationshavealready cancelledall |eave, and more
will doso. Thiscouldalsoaffect thenumber of volunteerswe
haveavailable.

Inthecomingyear | wouldliketo get round asmany groups,
counties, zonesetc. asl can, and hopefully talk with our members
andour user services. TheChairman’ sjobcanbelonely attimes,
with somemembersnot wishingtobother him, whileat other
times, everyonewantstobendhisear! Hopefully I will beable
toattend someevents, andlook forwardtoflyingtheNetwork’s
flagwhen appropriate.

Thevenueforthe1999 AGM hasyettobediscussed at the
Committeeof Management, but | havemadeno secret that |
wouldlikeittobein Scotland, and | will be puttingforwarda
strong casewhenthetimecomes. Think of it notonly asan
AGM, but asagathering of theclansandaceilidh! If youhave
ever beentoaceilidh, youmay beabletoremember how good
itwas. Ifitwasreally good, you probably won’t remember it at
all!

Let’smake1999thebestyear for RAY NET thiscentury! Take
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Geoff Darby,
G7GJU

Training Team

Alan
G4YMU

100 Mile Walk

Therehavebeen anumber of thingshappening sincemy | ast
report.

TomGOJRT isdoingagreat job keepingusall inorder and co-
ordinatingwhat comesout of the sausagemachineat theend of
oneof our hectic meetings!

GeorgeGOV Il istryingtomakeasilk purseout of asow’ sear by
tryingtomakeactorsof usall and produceatrai ningvideowhich
hopefully will beready nextyear. Wewereabletokill twobirds
with onestonein November, as Trevor Carroll GOHCD who
cametotalktousonPersonal Survival agreedtobeoncamera.
Noneof usknew what to expect when Trevor turned up compl ete
withammunitionbox, flintand steel, agood old SwissArmy
Knifeandatinof CornedBeef! Fortheoutcomeyouwill have
towaituntil thevideoisfinished. All 1 will sayisthatthosewho
wereabletoattendfounditvery interestingandwelearnedalot.

JuneGOOGB hashadto curtail her activitiestolook after her
husband Alan G4Y MU whoisunwell at themoment. Weall wish
himaspeedyrecovery.

Therest of usareworkingonother projectsconcerning Group
andZonetraining.

| amat present tryingto createdial oguewith somecompanies
withaview togainingsomesponsorship. If wemanagethis, we
may beabletoholdtrainingweekendsat establishmentslike
Easingwoldwithareducedcosttoyou. Let’ sall keepourfingers
crossed!

Lastly TomGOJRT & | attendedtheRAYNET AGM inCrewe
whereAlanFoster, MOABS, Training Officer for theEast Cheshire
RAY NET Groupapproached uswiththeview tobecoming part
of theTraining Team.

Wehavehadtheoffer of helpfromMichael Nyman G4AOMP
who’sQTH isinBirmingham. Hisexpertiseisthewriting of
exercisessowearehopingtokeephimbusy.

Thencamewhatwehopedfor! Arequesttoputonatrainingday
fromagroupinLeicester.

If youhaveanyideasontrainingorwantustoadviseor organise
atraining sessionfor youpleasecontact Tom GOJRT.

(contfrom page2)

themessageof what needstobedonetoevery radioamateur, and
takethemessage of what wecandotoevery user service. We
havethe knowledge, we havethetechnology, wehavethe
interest, andthisgivesusthechanceto hel pour communities.

ThankyouforyourinterestinRAYNET in1998. Enjoy 1999!
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TheNorthumbrianLongDistanceWalkers' Association
DurhamDales100MileWalk. by Alan, G4AY MU Group
Controller, NorthWest Durham RAY NET Group)

heNorthumbrian Group of theLDWA haveasked North

West DurhamRAYNET
Group01/DH/205to organi secommsfor theaboveeventwhich
will beheldfrom 10:00 hrs. on Saturday 19th. May until 10:00
hrs.onMonday 31st. May 1999 (Spring Bank Holiday) Thisis
aprestigiousNational eventwhichattractswalkersfromall parts
of theUnitedKingdom. Theentriesarelimitedto500walkers
and partici pantsmust show aconfirmedtrack record of long
distancewalking, with at | east onewal k of morethan 50 miles
completedinthepast 12 months.

N.W. Durham RAYNET has provided comms for the
Northumbrian LDWA Group’ sannual 28 milesDurhamDales
Challenge Walk for the past 11 years and has proved that
NorthumbrianL DWA arevery capabl eof organisingandplanning
thistype of event. Our Deputy Group Controller and | are
involvedwiththeLDWA working party.

Thewalk startsandfinishesat Wol singhaminWeardal e, County
Durham (GridNZ071376) andfollowsacircular routeover the
hillsand dalesof West Durham. Thereareatotal of 15 check
pointsrequiringcomms. All checkpointsareaccessibleby car
(normal 2wheel drive!) andthemajority areinbuildings(village
halls, church hallsand school s) and arewithin striking distance
of civilisation.

TheUser Servicewill be St John Ambulance, withwhomwe
work ontheannual DalesChallengeWalk. A senior member of
theirdivisionalsositsontheworking party.

Wearesurethatyouwill findthat thiseventwill providean
opportunity forgoodtrainingandastimul ating challengetoyour
membersinavery attractiveareaof theNorth Pennines, aswell
aspromoting RAY NET countrywide.

If your group, or membersof your group, wouldliketohel pat
this event, further information canbeobtainedfromeither Alan
Wallis, G4Y MU, Group Controller, QTHR, 01207 520477 (e-
mail on june_alanwallis@compuserve.com) or from Tom
Hanratty, GOJRT, Deputy Group Controller, QTHR, 01207
505315(e-mail tomhanratty @compuserve.com)

Wanted

Original brownleather civiliancase(topopeningtype) required
for Model 8Mk2 Avometer. Nearly new/good used condx would
befine. Any reasonablepricepaid.

Contact Eric G4FSN on 01204-691536 (evgs) or e-mail to
eric.walton@zetnet.co.uk
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Remote Tracking with GPS

Ray, GOBDA

An account of the involvement of South
Lakeland RAYNET in tests for Mountain Rescue.

arly in 1997, a member of South Lakeland
AYNET, Rob Brookes G6YCM, who was also a
member of Kendal Mountain Rescue Team with special
responsibility for communications, was approached with
areguest to investigate the use of GPS for remote
tracking of Rescue Teams, SARDA dogs etc.

There weretwo aspectsto thistask, onethe hardware and
the other the software. He had already done alot of work
modifying ex-PBR sets both for RAYNET and MR use,
and was familiar with computers and their use, so he knew
where to start. In particular, Keswick Mountain Rescue
were interested, and had already had some work done on
thesoftwareside. Itisperhapsaswell to point out that this
wasnot anattempt just toreproducework already doneand
successfully used by RAYNET elsewhere, with A.P.R.S.
software and hand drawn maps, i.e. re-invent the wheel.
What had been achieved is the introduction of high
resol ution software mapping.

Atfirst, thework made use of the 2 metreband, and hence
the RAYNET involvement , although MR frequencies
were also used. Many enquiries were made of various
people, both professional and Amateur, and gradually
information came together to enable the necessary
interfacing between GPS TNC and Transmitter at incident
location, and between receiver TNC and computer at base.
The ability to convert from Lat/lon to NGR was required,
and this had to be written into the software. This caused
Robafew headaches, but with assistanceonthemathematics
thiswas sorted out.

The Home Office provided support with information, and
also by issuing special MR type callsigns for use by
RAYNET and MR members for the duration of the tests.
Thefirst testsinvolving RAY NET were carried out locally
in the Kendal area, and tracked operators on a fell, and
travelling along the roads, with RAYNET members at
home acting as monitoring stations for the GPS data
strings. Further testswere carried out by G6Y CM and MR
personnel and things began to look quite promising.

G6Y CM was then asked by Keswick MR to mount a full
scaledemonstration.

On the first Saturday in July 1998, a number of members
of South Lakeland RAY NET arrived at Keswick Mountain
Rescue HQ, armed with ex-PMR sets, TNCs, tools, back
packs, batteries, aerials and other gear. The software
specialist brought a computer system. Setting up took
some time, and was not helped by my BSX TNC going
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u/sdueto my having over-tightened the fixing bolt on the
voltage regulator heat sink ( | later modified the whole
mounting). It had worked fine the previous night, with no
problems ! Soddes law. However, on site repairs got it
going, thanks to the MR soldering iron, | having thought
that | had brought all that might be needed.

Three operators the set off to their designated |ocations.
One to provide talkthrough from a fixed point, and the
other two to park their vehicles, at different places and set
off up two different fells. We had followed their progress
acrossK eswick, withthetransmittersbeaconingthedataat
regular intervals, and saw the start of their walk, when an
emergency telephone call came through for Keswick MR
team to go to an incident where someone had fallen from
a rock in Borrowdale. This involved the RAF Rescue
helicopter aswell. The GPStracking tests had to be put on
hold to prevent any possibility of adjacent channel QRM

for MR.

The incident lasted for some three hours, during which
time, we kept out of the way, whilst be able to see what
went on. Thisincludedthereturnof theMRteamwith crew
members from the chopper, and the eventual arrival of the
chopper having taken the casualty to hospital, to pick up
the other crew members.

Inlate afternoon our operators, who had been recalled, set
out again. However, after little more testing was done, the
MRteam|eader advisedthat hehad seensufficienttoprove
thesystem, and astimewasgettingon, testswereconsidered
completefor theday, withthepossibility that, if needed, a
further demonstration and tests would be set up. We
eventually set off to our homes having spent a very
instructive and enjoyableday.

We would like to thank the Keswick MR team leader for
his welcome and providing tea, coffee, and sandwiches
during the day, and in addition for his very kind wordsin
whichhespokeof hisopinion of theprofessional approach
of RAYNET to the tests and to keeping from under their
feet during theincident, which words, helater followed up
with a letter. We can report that he subsequently
recommended, on the strength of the demonstration and
theother evidence, the purchase by MR of the equipment
to provide GPS tracking. G6Y CM is till involved in this.

Oneof the EPOsfromthe County EPU wasalso ableto be
present during part of the demonstration, and expressed
considerableinterest. | should also add that the software
specialist carried out aconsi derabl eamount of programming
work duringtheday, bothduringthetestsandtheincident.
RAYNET members directly involved were GOBDA,
GlGC, G1IE, G6IPN (Group Controller), and G6YCM.
Thanksaredueto G7NCN for theloan at short noticeof his
TNC.
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Your 80m Net Newsreaders

Front row :

Back row : Ray GOBDA, Ron GOMRH, John G4AAL, Trevor G4KUJ

John GOVPJ, Eric G4FSN, Geoff G3STG

(Eddie GOEWO and Roy GONZU were not present )

TheRAY NET 80mnet meetsat 08:30hrs. clock timeon 3.663Mhz. Thenet controller duty roster isasfollows:-

3rdJanuary - Duty G4KUJ, Standby GOBDA
10th January - Duty GOBDA,, Standby GOEWO
17thJanuary - Duty GOEWO, Standby GOMRH
24th January - Duty GOMRH, Standby GOV PJ
31stJanuary - Duty GONZU, Standby G3STG

7thFebruary - Duty GOV PJ, Standby G4AAL
14th February - Duty G3STG, Standby GOBDA
21stFebruary - Duty G4AAL, Standby GOEWO
28thFebruary - Duty G4FSN, Standby GOMRH.

Committee of Management

Presentation to RSGB

henext meeting of the Committee of management will be

heldinBeaconsfieldonSaturday 17th. January. If youhave
any “traffic” fortheCommittee, pleasecontactyour Zonal Co-
ordinatorassoonaspossible.
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?on Cowan, GM4SRL hasbeeninvitedtomakeapresentation
onthework of theNetwork to RSGB Council on Saturday
23rd. January. Thisinvitationfollowsdiscussionsbetweenthe
RSGB’ s outgoing president, lan Kyle and members of the
Committeeof M anagement, andthejointworkinggroupwhich
met todiscussaresponsetotheRadiocommunication Agency’ s
proposalstoupdateBR68 whichwasheld at theUniversity of
Surrey earlierthisyear.
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Action Research 100
98 Bike Ride 30 August

LanceWhitelegg, GOCCU,
Avon AreaRAYNET
Controller

ay | first explain that Action Research is a charity

who raise money to fund research into diseasesand
disabilities which are usually grossly under-funded.
Vaccines for polio and German measles, the use of
ultrasound in medicine and artificial hip replacements are
all major research projectsthat Action Research has been
involvedwith. Currently 175 projectsaresupported nation-
wide, a commitment approaching almost L13,000,000 to
improving our health.

“The Action 100 Bike Ride” Sunday 30th August 1998
was the second successful operation of this event by
RAYNET. Previous to last year (97) the rides
communicationswere handled by aterritorial army signals
groupforsomel7years. However,last year they announced
that they couldn’t take part due to cut backs, so the
organisers were advised to seek RAYNET assistance.
Apparently their counterpartswho organised other events
for the same charity couldn’t understand why they were
not already using RAYNET!

Theuser servicefor theevent is St John Ambulance. The
Bath division fields 4 ambulances and a control car. The
event started simultaneously at Bristol and Bath (manned
at 0600 hrslocal, riders set off from 0630 - 0800 hrs) The
coursefollowsthe A4throughBristol, Bathand North East
Somerset, North Wiltshire, West Berkshire, East Berkshire
and the A308 to finish at Kempton Park racecourse in
Surrey. The event is closed down at 2000 hrs local time.

It is quite an achievement for 6 RAYNET groups in 4
counties to support an organiser’ s control vehicle plus 4
other marshal vehicles, 4 ambulances, 1 ambulance control
vehicle, up to 2 cyclerepair vehicles plus two start points
and the feeding stations and other logistics as well as
manning high risk traffic danger spots on a course of 115
miles and of some 14 hours duration!

The organisers control vehicle (Marshal 1/ G8XAA) was
manned this year by two RAYNET operators. GOCCU
(me) and Alan, G3ZKI. | learned from last year that itisa
long time for one person to do the lot so | invited Alan,
G3ZKI to assist. (The smartest move this year!) The
organisers have been very quick to point out that we have
handled the message traffic better than the T.A. aswe are
not adamant that we have to pass the info in the army
manner and make it awkward for the organisers to get the
information they need in their preferred format. For
instance they had refused to refer to the ambulances by
their PBRcall signsandinsistedonusingthefull registration
number. In Avonwe have always used the Golf Alpha+3
figure callsigns which are conveniently written on the
sides of the vehicles becauseit is easier!
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We in the control vehicle had an especially long day, |
personally got up at 0400 and returned homeat 2315, Alan
waspicked upbeforemeand dropped off shortly afterwards
as he doesn’t live very far away. We look forward to
hearing the final outcome next year but riders numbers
were down from just under 500 to under 300 this year,
mainly due to the organisers altering the entrance form
conditions.

Last year’ sevent raised £37,000. We are very pleased to
be ableto help such agood cause.
Theexperiencehasprovedjust what can bedoneof afairly
long distance by letting the local groups “do their own
thing”. Local knowledge and regular training are very
valuable!

This year the Avon Area control station was manned by
members of the newly formed (1998) Bath and North
Somerset group (BaNES) supported by someBristol Group
members from the Lansdown site. Lansdown is an old
Royal Observer Corpshill topcommsbunker inthegrounds
of Avon Fire Brigade' s Headquarters.

The Lansdown site proved to be very effective in its
coverage of the course and the signals were favourably
commented upon by stationsasfar away asBerkshire. Not
bad for a10 Watt TCVR! The aerial was mounted on a40
foot crank up tower and the site is 237 Metres above sea
level. Unfortunately the Bath Start point wasn’t readable
from Lansdown asthe bunker is on aplateau but set back
from the edge and therefore cannot “ see” downinto some
of thecity. TheoperatorinBathwasonly usingahandheld
ashewashavingtopopinandout of thebuilding. Luckily
BaNES group have a member just up the road from the
Guildhall whorantalk through at home and saved the day.
L ast year we operated amobil e at the south of thecity who
relayed to Roy - GONZU, the control station in Filton,
North Bristol. Thisarrangement was animprovement with
onelessoperator going /M.

Thisyear to prevent thefew complaintsthat werereceived
last year of low power signals from the control vehicle,
(1997 was 5W from IC32E to a mag mounted 1/2 wave) we
used my FT290R MKII with attached 25W PA running
from a 75AH leisure battery (provided by Alan - G3ZKI).
We were also equipped with an | C32E each and plenty of
charged nicads and a couple of 12V 6.5AH gel cells |
bought at the Longleat Rally thisyear. (Be prepared!!)
My thanks go to the members of the following groupsfor
their support and | believe at least one operator who
assisted from outsidethesegroupsareas. Bristol, Bathand
North East Somerset, North Wiltshire, West Berkshire,
East Berkshire, Surrey. We just couldn’t have done it
without them!
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Great Yarmouth | TonyLee : Eddie
Mobile Comms
UXB (GIULE) (G7OMK)
(County Controller Associationof Norfolk RAYNET Groups) (SWLondonRAYNET)

21stOctober 1998at 13:30hrs, | received atelephonecal |
romGt. Y armouthpoliceaskingif RAY NET couldsupply
radiocommuni cationsasanunexpl odedbombhadbeendredged
upintheRiverY are, andtheshiphadbroughtitback intothe
port!

| started ringing roundthemembersof my group, | askedClive
(G1EPB) & Bob (M 1CQR) to meet meat the Joint Operation
Centreat Gt. Y armouthpolicestation. Onmy arrival | wasasked
if wecoul d providecommuni cationsfromtwoevacuationcentres,
onebeingattheMarinaCentreon Gt. Y armouth’ sseafront and
theother threemilesaway at the Wroughton School, Gorleston.

| then telephoned two more of my group members, Nigel
(2E1BFX), John (2E1BEE) & Colin(G8PEN) Theseoperators
weredispatchedtotheevacuationcentresasafirst responseand
liaisonpoint,and| then phonedthe County Controller Tony
(G1ULE)whosaidthat hewould comeout to Gt. Y armouthto
liaise, incasemoreoperatorsfromother groupswererequired.
Further operatorswerethencalledinand dispatchedtothe
evacuationcentres. (Asitturnedout, wewerewell covered by
membersof our owngroup.)

Weset upaworking frequency of 144.650 M hz, alongwitha
standby net onwhichtheupdatesto other memberswhowere
standing by weresentout. Wewereall “upandrunning” inboth
centres& theJ.O.C.by 14.50hrs. Wehadregul ar briefingsfrom
every oneof thepartieswhowereinvolvedwiththeincident.

Thesewereinitially scheduledforevery hour, butastheevening
woreonitbecameobviousthat aflexiblebriefing patternwoul d
work better andthiswasputintoplace, withbriefingsbeingheld
when new information was available. By 18:00 hrs we had
elevenmembersof Gt. YarmouthRAYNET Groupavailable,
andwereabl etosendrepl acementmembersouttotheevacuation
centrestoallowthefirstshiftof operatorstohaveabreak forfood
etc. | handed over control overtoMike(G4GL1), sothat | could
haveabreak. By 20.30hrswhen| took over thecontrol again,
every member had had abreak andwewerepreparingforalong
night.

Thebombdisposal teamnow hadthespecial equipmentthat they
needed andwereworkingto makethebombsafe. At onepoint
itwasthought that theincident might beongoingfortwotothree
daysbuttheNavy specialistsmanagedtomaketobombsafe, so
thatit could besafely towed outtoseafor disposal thenextday.
Meanwhileweweredealingwith 1500 peoplewho had been
evacuatedtothetwocentres.

ThepolicestoodtheRAY NET Groupdownat 00:05hrson22nd
October.Mythankstoall whohel ped& all whoofferedassi stance.

Membersinvolved were: GESNB D/Group controller GAGLI,
G1EPB, G7TWHM, G1EFM, G7ATW, M1CQR, G8PEN,
2E1BFX, 2E1BEE and John Barnard (G7RPJ) Gt. Y armouth
GroupController.

Further tothisl wouldliketoadd my thankstothePoliceat Gt.
Y armouthfor their hospitality totheRAY NET Membersasthey
madeusvery welcomeandto GGEUO, G7PRC,G1SCQ,M0BQB
andall themembersof their groupswhowerewillingtoturnout
toassistatthislincident.
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An articleinthe June’ 98 edition of Radio Communication
referredtothecodeof practicefor mobileinstallations
fromtheRadiocommunicationsAgency. | downloadedand
read thedocument. Somepointsarerelevanttoinstallation of
PBR by commercial companiesbut,ingeneral, thedocument
isasourceof helpful informationweshouldall consider.
Somepointsarisefromthearticlewhicharerelevanttousas
RAYNET members.

1. After2002only “typeapproved” rigsmay beinstalledin“type
approved” vehicles.

2.MPT 1362isagoodplacetostartwhenlookingforadviceon
installation.

M ost of uswill probably changeour rigsand carsinthenextfew
yearssoitwouldbesensibleforustohave* approved” rigsand
complywiththecodeof practiceespecially asweareoftenseen
asthe"public” faceof amateur radio. | nparticular thesections
relatingto EM C and onboard computers(engine management
systemsand ABS), also the section on aerial location and
radiationpatternsisuseful. | amnot surehowwecansafely test
theABS

whiletransmitting and not put ourselves(and others) at risk!
Probably theonly way istofindafriendly garagewitharolling
roadfacility. A work colleaguetellsmehiscarsABSworksat
low speedsonhisgravel drive! (Heisnotinvitingpeopleround
totryitoutthough!)

Theaddressforthedocumentis:- http://www.open.gov.uk/
radiocom/mpt/mpt_pdf/mpt1362.pdf

Thisisa34pageAcrobatfilebutwell wortharead. Y ouwill need
theAcrobat filereader whichcanbedownloadedfromtheR.A.
siteor:- http://www.adobe.com/prodindex/acrobat/readstep.html

My rigisthefirstthat doesnotcomply asitistoooldfora“ CE”
mark, luckily my car hasneither ABSor anelectronicengine
management system.

ThisdocumentisalsoavailablefromtheR.A.thoughl amsure
thoseof usthat areconnectedtothel nternetwoul dbeabl etopass

oncopiestothosewhoarenot.

Paul
G4MWO

NVIS Book

[~ ollowing Eric Walton, G4FSN’'s mini-review of the
[book ' Near-Vertical Inci dence Skywave Communication’
by LTCFiedlerandMaj. Ed Farmer, AA6ZM, whichcovers
|ocal-to-medium distance HF communications, RAYNET HF
enthusiastsmay liketoknowthatthey canorder acopy fromPaul
Gaskell, G4AMWO, NW RAY NET Secretary. Thecostis£10
[£8.75plus£1.25 post & packing] . Chequesshould be made
payabletoP.D. Gaskell. GAMWOIisQTHR or canbecontacted
by e-mail at paul dgaskel | @cwcom.net

Thebook hasbeenvery favourablyreviewedin QST.
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Emergency Planning Team

Cathy Clark G1GQJ

eEmergency Planning Team gaveapresentationat the

Network’ sAGM in Creweon emergency planningissues.

This included a brief introduction to the Team and its
responsibilitieswhichare:

Liaisonwith all User Services

Liaison at anational level

International Liaison (Thisinvolves fostering links with
similarorganisationsoverseas.)

Talk Through Permits (in conjunction with lan Jackson
G8RWH)

Support for emer gencies(TheGuidanceNotesfor Emergency
PlanningandV oiceProceduredocument werepart of this.)
Liaison with the RSGB and its Emergency Radio Liaison
Officer (TheTeamhasagoodrelationshipwithTomReilly
GONSY , RSGB ERLO).

LiaisonwiththeHomeOffice

Liaison with theRadiocommunicationsAgency

V ariousmembersof theEmergency Planning Teamthenwenton
to outline the particul ar projects which are currently being
undertaken.

Incident Responseand Resour ce Tracking document.
Thistakestheform of guidance ontheresponsetoamajor
incidentandthebenefitsthat may begai nedby pre-planningand
data-gatheringactivities. It addressesboththeoperational and
tactical responseof local controllersandtherel ationshipwith
county/areacontrollersand/or zonal co-ordinators.

Thisworkisnow beingconsideredby theTraining Teamfor
inclusionintheTraining Scheme.

Emer gency Planning Resour ce Database (EPRD)

Fromthel ncident Resourcedocument cameaneedfor adatabase
of equipment heldby either groupsor individual swhichmay be
availabletoagroupinvolvedinamajorincident. Thisincludes
anumber of categoriese.g. specialistequipment (suchasvehicles,
caravans, talk-through units, generatorsetc), members’ skills
(suchaskeyboard or computing skills) and aspectsof local
knowledgewhichmay beuseful inanemergency (24hr shopping,
petrol stationsetc).

Groupsandindividual swill beableto submitinformationfor
inclusion onthedatabase (acopy of theformwill beincluded
withthenexteditionof RAY ~Link, aswell asbrief explanatory
notes) which, whencompleted, canbesubmittedtotheNetwork
inavariety of ways. Thedatabaseitself will beavailablein
ASCII format for downloadingfromthetel ephoneBBSand can
beimportedintoavariety of familiar computer packages. Access
tothedesignated areaontheBB Swill bepassword-control |l ed,
toensuresecurity of theinformation.

GuidanceNotesfor Emergency Planning
Therewasapresentationabout thenotesissuedwiththelast
editionof RAY ~Link. Thepresentationcovered:
Whatisamajor Civil Emergency?

What happenswhenamajor incident occurs?

Local Authority actions

Integrated Emergency Management

Checklist of Emergency Plans

WhatisRAY NET likely tobeaskedtodo?

TheEmergency Planning Teamwouldbedelightedtoreceive
any comments/feedback about itswork - thisisimportant, asit
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will offer guidancefor our work inthefuture; weneedtoknow
what you are doing, so that we can formulate projectsfor
attention. Pleasel et ushaveany feedback by theend of January
1999 so that your comments can be discussed at the next
Emergency Planning Team meeting.

CommentscanbesenttotheBEDALE address(markingthe
envel ope“FA O Emergency Planning Team”) or one-mail to

cathyclark @zetnet.co.uk

Martin
G4PMG, ZC4

Searchand Rescue
Insurance

TheCommi tteeof Management hasagreedtotakeoutinsurance
cover for RAYNET membersin MOD aircraft which are
engagedin“ Searchand Rescue” trainingor call out. RAY NET
isnowregisteredwitheach Search & RescuebaseintheUK as
abonafideorganisationinconjunctionwith Search & Rescue
duties. Thecurrent cover runsfrom 1 November 1998t0 31
October 1999.

Theinsurancewill cover usfor 3rdparty claimsagainsttheM OD
or RAY NET following an accident during search and rescueor
trainingflights. Italsoallows RAYNET tomakeclaimsupto
£50,000,000 against the MOD in the event of a RAYNET
member beinginjuredduetoM OD negligence. Thecover starts
from the time of boarding until leaving the aircraft at the
completion of thetraining flight, andincludespersonsbeing
transportedbywinch.

Someexamplesof possibleclaimsarequoted asbeing :

1) Duringahelicopterflightrequestedby RAY NET the
downwash causescarsto bedamaged by flyingstones
andfencestobeblowndown. Thepolicy coversrepairs
tocarsandfences;

2 DuringaflightaRAY NET member istransported by
winch. Duetoafaulty mechanismthememberfallsand
isinjured. Thepolicy wouldpay compensation.

Wehopethat theprovisionof thisinsurancewill facilitatebetter
liaisonnotonlywithMOD establishmentsbutwithour colleagues
inHM Coastguardand other Searchand Rescueorganisations
whowork closely withtheMOD. Notonly will it benefit our
Coastal Groupshbut may well beuseful during severeinland
flooding.

Y ouareremindedthatyouwill beintheaircraftfor transportation
purposesonly and, duetothetermsof your licenseyoudonot
haverightsof radiooperationfromaircraftinflight. Any ground
radiooperationintheproximity of MOD aircraft shouldonly be
withthepermissionof the aircraft commander.

Anygroupusingthisfacilityisaskedtoensureareportissentto
Bedaleat theearliest opportunity toenablethe COM toreview
itsusefulness. Further details, includingacopy of the*MOD
confirmationof policy activation” areavailablefromour Bedale
address.
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