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1998 AGM

The Network’s 1998 Annual General Meeting will be held in the Cheshire
Constabulary Training and Conference Centre, Nantwich Road, Crewe,
Cheshire, on Saturday 7th. November at 14:00 hrs. As usual there will be
a morning pre-meeting, starting at 11:00 hrs. and it is hoped that the
choice of this central location will encourage a large turn out of members.

Annual Subscriptions.

The Network’s annual subscription rate increased to £4.20 per year on 1st
June. The second stage of the increase is programmed for 1st. June 1999,
although members whose payments reach Hunters Moon before 31st. May
1999 will, like this year, pay at the prevailing rate, whether renewing for
one or two years.

September RAY~Link

Articles for the September RAY~Link, which will be sent to all registered
members, should be sent to Ron Cowan, GM4SRL, as soon as possible,
and no later than 31st. August 1998.

Ideally they should be e-mailed to roncowan@zetnet.co.uk; or supplied as
an ASCII file on an IBM format diskette to 85 Eastwoodmains Road,
Clarkston, Glasgow, G76 7HG.

The RAYNET Manual.

The final draft of the 1998 RAYNET Manual has been distributed to all
Zonal Co-ordinators for proof reading, The closing date for the return of all
comments was 22nd. July and it is expected that the finished document
will be available at the AGM in November.
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Personal Accident Insurance- The Facts

Brian, G4HVA
(Alias" ThePostman” at HuntersMoon.)

I usePacket Radioonlyfor RAY NET operational purposesand
so am spared the mass of opinions which are taken,
apparently, to be“absolutefact” by alarge number of the
Amateur Radio community without any effort to check
with, for example, one’s ZC on matters relating to The
Radio Amateurs Emergency Network. And if the ZC
does not know, s'he should know someone who does!
What on earth has thisto do with PAI you ask?

Just this. In June '98 | learnt of messages in the Packet
world to the effect that one of the shortcomings of the
Network PAI Scheme is that it does not cover you while
going to or from aRAYNET duty - so it is pretty useless.
And, of coursethat statement isbelieved - well it must be
afact becauseit’s on Packet!

FACT: At the beginning of April 1998 a member of our
PAI scheme unfortunately suffered an accident whilst
returning home from assisting another Group. It resulted
in being unable to work for five weeks until the doctor
issued aclearance certificate. The member’s detailswere
sent viaHuntersMoonto thelnsurersand within 72 hours
of the accident our member received aclaim form. Within
72 hours of the loss adjustersissuing their compensation
cheque, theclaimant received our Treasurer’ scheque. The
Network isthe agent acting on behalf of itsmembersinthe
schemeandthelnsurerswill pay compensationonly to The
Radio Amateurs' Emergency Network.
Foodforthought? Althoughtheclaimant hasnot madeany
comment to me, | would like to bet that, while wishing that
the accident had never happened, might agree that the
£1.04 paid for the PAI premium from the previous 1st May
was money well spent!

Therecordsfor the PAl scheme are maintained at Hunters
Moon. Y ou may remember, one of the conditions for the
start was that we had to have a minimum of 500 members,
sotherecordswerestarted asacounter, and incasewehad
toreturnthemoney whichwassent both by individual sand
by groups. | have simply kept them running and that is
wherethefirst problemarose! Assoonasitwasdiscovered
that there could not be amonthly premium (after the long
established pattern of monthly membership subs) by L1oyds
saying“What doyouwant for £1 ayear?’ (the4ptax goes
tothe Government!), | opened acolumn headed “ Arrears”,
into which is entered the difference between the money
paid on the original monthly sliding scale, and that which
the Treasurer had to pay to the Insurers on your behalf.
That column title seriously upset a couple of Scottish
gentlemen and hasnow been changedto® Deficit/Surplus”,
but I remind any “angry people” that one meaning of the
word“arrears’ is" that whichremainstobedone” - and ask
them to pay their net deficit and then the column can be
closed! The Treasurer thanks those Groups, that County
and that Zone who have cleared their deficit so promptly.
Judging by the number of cries for help from newly
appointed Group Officials, wedo not seemtobevery good
at passing our accumulated knowledge to our successors
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when we leave office. In case any of you have the
(mis)fortune to become Controller, Treasurer or
Registrations Secretary of your Group tomorrow - or even
the day after - | will let you see the “ Notes and Summary
of the Rules for the PAI Scheme Premium and Cover
Periods” which were passed by ZCs to al Groups which
had membersin the Scheme on 4th June 1998. Thisshould
avoid having to refer to back issues of RAY ~Link which
might cause you some confusion!

1. The PAI year startson 1st May and runs to 30th April
inclusive. It cannot therefore be tied to Groups' re-
registration dates, unlessthose happen to be 1st May.

2.The premium is, currently, £1 per PAl year or part
thereof plus tax, currently 4%, atotal of £1.04.

3. Cover isprovidedfromthedatethat thecorrect premium
isreceived at Hunters Moon. For a new member whose
registrationdatehasnot yet beenreached cover startsfrom
that date of registration.

4. Noreminderswill be sent by us. Itistheresponsibility
of individuals or, preferably, of Groups to ensure their
renewal premiums reach Hunters Moon at least 10 days
before1st May sothat thenecessary administration canbe
done. Wehaveto send acompletelist of participantsand
thetotal premiumtothelnsurersby 1st May. Anupdateis
sentforthefirst of every succeedingmonthinthePAl year.

5. The recommended way of ensuring continuous cover
and combining the premium payment with registration
subscriptionsisto provide cover to 30th April after your
next registration date, if that is not 1st May.

6. and 7. Referred to the “Arrears’ (whoops - “Deficit/
Surplus”) and our hopesfor clearing them, so, by thetime
you read this they could be “n/a’. 8. If any confusion
remains, please ask Hunters Moon for clarification.

(Ref 1, 2 and 3 above: if you were to insist on joining the
Scheme on 30th April, £1.04 would provide cover to
midnight on that day only!)

PS: “At least 10 days before” could well be applied to
registration submissionsaswell - although amonthwould
be much better! At least Rule 5 for PAl would mean that
those who regrettably manage to submit re-registrations
after the effective datewould not deprive their members of
PAI cover.

PPS: The second problem? Getting the money back for the
Treasurer of coursel

PPPS: 70% of our membership is currently in the PAI
Scheme.

G4HV A hopes he did not bore you with all that - but he
does not apologise - IT ISALL FACT!
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The Emergency Planning College.
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TheEmergency PlanningCollegeisbasedatthe* Hawkhills”,animpressivecounty houseestatel ocatedtenmilesnorthof Y ork,
ontheA19. Theestatecomprisessome230acresof garden, farmland and woodl and situated onthe outskirtsof Easingwol d.
Theextensiveandmodernconferencefacilitiesinthemainhouseontheestateincludeal25 seat |l ecturetheatre, two 30 seat semihar
rooms, ablock of 9 syndicateroomsand asplendid 12 seat Georgian meetingroom. All areequipped withawiderangeof training
aidsandequipment.

Themainhouseal soincludesthreediningareas, acomfortably furni shedl oungeandaspaciousbar. Itisequippedtocater thedisabled
andthosewithspecial needs. TheCollegelibrary, situatedinan adjacent courtyard, housesan extensiveand uniquecoll ection of
emergency planningrel ated material intheformof books, videos, periodical's, slides, plans, reportsand newspaper cuttings. Ithas
beendesignatedthe UK Documentati on Centrefor Emergency Planning by the European Commission, and accessisopentoall.
All coursesareresidential andaccommodationisprovidedinsinglestudy bedroomsnear tothemainhouse. Special ratesfor voluntary
agenciesreflectHomeOfficesupportforthiskey communityissue. If youareinterestedinattendingacourseat thecollege, contact
theChairman, Ron Cowan, theTraining Team|eader, TomHanratty or your Zonal Co-ordinator.

SPECIFICATION FOR HIGH-VISIBILITY WARNING CLOTHING Madeley, GBKVU

heaboveiscoveredby British StandardBSEN 471:1994.

Thereasonbehindthispaperisthat thereisconcernby some
Emergency Planning Officersthat RAY NET Membersonduty
arenotidentifiedvery clearly, andithasbeensuggestedthat the
Safety Clothingusedby RAY NET membersshoul dbeof atype
whichwill identify themwiththewordsRAY NET front & back
andwithreflectivebands, sothat they canbeseenduringhours
of darkness.
Here aresomedrawingsof clothingwithreflectivetapewhich
couldbeused by RAY NET Members, withthewordsRAYNET
onfront & back. If any group wantsmoreinformationthen| ]
suggest thatthey obtainacopy of theBritish Standard.
| understandthatinabouttwoyearstimeachangewill takeplace
asregardstothecol our now beingusedat certai nincidentsfrom
yellowtoorange, tobringthiscountryinlinewiththerest of
Europe.
Thereflective material isaminimum width of 50mm and the
distancebetweenbandsof reflectivematerial or betweenbands
andthebottomof thegarment must not belessthan 50mm

b Waistcoat A

Waistcoat B

Tabard

Jacket
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Zonal Elections

The RAYNET TROPHY

heterm of officeof ZoneCo-ordinatorsinzones3, 6, 9and

22finishat theend of thisyear, and nominationsare now
calledfortofill theseimportant positionswithin TheNetwork.
Inaddition, electionsarebeing organisedinZones2and 12 as
thereisnoZonal Co-ordinator for Zone2, whereBrianTindill is
providingcover asanactingZC, and Tom Stewart wishesto
standdownasZCinZonel2. Pleasenotethat all currentZCsare
eligibleforre-election.
ZoneCo-ordinatorshavefourdistinctrolestofulfil. They are:
1) Directorsof TheRadio Amateurs’ Emergency Network, a
company limited by guarantee.
2) Trusteesof theRegistered Charity
3) Thevoiceof theNational Organisationtomembers
4) Thevoiceof thememberstothe Committeeof Management
AsDirectorsof theNetwork, ZCsmay al sobetheleadersof the
Volunteer Teams, co-ordinatingitswork, andreportingtothe
other Directors.
Any member of the Network, whoisregistered by a Group
defined to be within the named Zone is eligible to stand.
Nominationsshould besenttothe Company Secretary atthe
BEDALE address, markingtheenvelope“ZONEELECTION",
toarriveby 17th. August 1998.
Thenomination must containadeclarationfromtheNominee
statingthat he/sheiswillingtostandfor thepostandisnot
disqualifiedfrombeingeither aCompany Director or Charity
Trustee. (seeCharity leaflet CC3a, and Article54 of theArticles
of Association of theNetwork). Thenominationshouldbe
supported by Controllersor MembersfromwithintheZone. If
thepostiscontested, ball ot paperswill bedistributedtocontrollers
onlst. September andtheseshoul dbereturnedby 9th. October.
Theresult of theelectionswill beannounced at the Annual
General MeetinginCreweonthe7th. November. (Note:- All
group, areaandcounty controllersintheZone,whoareregistered
withtheNetwork, areentitledtovote.)
If thereisacurrentlocal arrangementtoelectaZCataZonal
M eetingaZonemay notify the Company Secretary and then
conductitsownelection, notifyingtheresulttothe Company
Secretary by 23rd. October 1998.
ItisY OURNETWORK. Pleasecheck thatyour groupcontrol ler
knowsyour viewsonwhoshouldrepresentyour zoneduringthe
nextthreeyears.

Registration Forms

(This item also appeared in the last edition of
RAY~Link.)

e Trophy will be presented annualy at the
Nationad RAYNET AGM.

The Trophy will be held for 10 months, and then
returned to an address specified by the Committee of
Management.
The recipient will be responsible for its safekeeping
and for its insurance while in their possession.
The CoM will be responsible for its engraving.
Upon the Trophy’s return, a miniature will be
presented as a permanent memento.
All members of The Radio Amateurs Emergency
Network (RAYNET) will be digible for nomination.
Any individua member or group can be nominated
and seconded by other members, together withsuitable
supporting evidence; the nomination should be
endorsed by a Group, County or Area Controller, or
Zonal Co-ordinator.
The Trophy will be awarded by the CoM. Ther
decisionisfinal and no correspondencewill beentered
into.
The CoM have the right to withhold the Trophy if no
suitablenominationsarereceived. However, previous
nominees may be re-considered.

Criteriafor nomination

The Trophy will be awarded to an individua or
representative of agroup considered to have provided
services beyond the call of duty in the furtherance of
the aims and objectives of RAYNET.

The closing date for nominations will be published in
RAY ~Link and nominationsreceived after theclosing
datewill beheld over for considerationinthefollowing
year.

The closing date for this year will be
17th. September 1998.

igh quality registration documents are available for downloading from the Network’s national web site

and also from thetelephone BBS. On the Web pages these documentsarein Adobe Acrobat PDF format
and will require the Acrobat reader to view and to print them. A link to Adobe sweb siteis provided so that
the latest version can be downloaded free of charge if required. A word of warning, however, the file large
S0 you are advised to pick a quiet time to download. Saturday and Sunday mornings are to be recommended
when our cousins to the west of the Atlantic are till fast adleep!
If your group does not have download facilitiesfor either the Web or the telephone BBS, send alarge stamped
addressed envelope to Hunters Moon to receive printed copies.
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RAYNET Supplies

Help Required

AYNET Supplies has moved to Dunoon. At last
year'sAGM, Barbara Slater and Ray Waller intimated
that they wishedto stand downfor the organisation of this
essential service, and a notice asking for new organisers
wasplacedinthelast edition of RAY ~Link. Brian Shearer,
the controller of the Cowal Group, volunteered, and the
Committee of Management was pleased to appoint him to
organise RAYNET Supplies on its behalf. There may be
aslight delay caused by the change-over but it isexpected
that a full service will be up and running by 1st. August.
Thenew addresswill beBrian Shearer, RAYNET Supplies,
1 Marine Parade, Kirn, DUNOON, Argyll, PA25 8HE.
The telephone number is 01369 708760 and the Fax
Number 01369 708769. The e-mail address for queries
will be raynet.supplies@Ilatheron.demon.co.uk

The Committee thanks Barbara and Ray for the enormous
work donefor RAYNET Suppliesover the past years, and
wishes them well continuing their RAYNET duties with
the Forest Heath Group.

RAYNET on Standby

AYNET members in the West Midlands were on

and-by for CEPO during the G8 Summit Conference,
from13th.to 17th. May. Althoughtherewerenoincidents,
they received a message of thanks from the Emergency
Planning Manager of the West Midlands Fire Service for
being available should the need have arisen.

erek Harrison G1SPA hasaskedfor assistanceon Sat/
Sun15/16th August.

The event is a weekend at Mallory Park Race Circuit,
and the Police have asked RAYNET to provide overall
safety cover for the weekend, very similar to the “Riders
for Health” event. Helpisneeded on both days, and food
anddrink will beprovidedtogether withgood opportunities
to watch the racing! Offers should be made to Derek
Harrison G1SPA on 01332 811 087

Committeeof Management
Working Teams

he new technical team has been formed with Chris

Hampson, GBRXA astheteam leader. Other members
are Philip Howarth, G3YAC; Ray Clark, GBGQJ and Mike
McCreery, GMOETC. Thereis still another vacancy, and
any interested member is asked to contact Chris, GBRXA
for further details.
The new training team, with team leader Tom Hanratty,
GOJRT, has been confirmed as June Wallis, GOOGB,;
George Boundy, GOVII, Dave Austin, GOWYW:; Eric
Curd, G7DPZ; Geoff Derby, G7GJU and Paul Farrar,
GB8SJA. Groups which have taken part in exercises which
could be shared with othersare asked to pass copiesonto
Tom, GOJRT.

Network Information

HF Information sought

ue to a recent house move by Geoff, G3STG, the
Network’s Packet BBS, GB7NRC, has been moved to
the QTH of Jim, GIHUL. There was a short break in
serviceon Sunday 5th. July, during thechangeover but the
systemisagainupand running providing 24 hour accessto
the Network’s information via packet.

Geoff will continueto Sysop thetelephone BBSwhich can
be accessed on 01296 39 37 37.

Our Web pages, are sysoped by David, GLADW and can
beaccessed at http://www.sgi.leeds.ac.uk/raynet/
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he NORTHWEST (Zone 10) RAYNET HF team would

beinterested to hear from any other RAYNET Groups
orindividual memberswho havehad experienceof contacts
or exercises specifically using HF NVIS [Near Vertica
Incidence Skywave] techniquesfor short/mediumdistance
communications.
Replies should be sent to either Paul Gaskell, GAMWO,
QTHR, (e-mail address pauldgaskell@mcmail.com ) or to
Eric Walton, G4FSN, QTHR, (e-mail address
Eric.Walton@btinternet.com )
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The Emergency Planning Team

hisisthefirst of what we, theEmergency Planning Team,

hope will be aregular column in RAY ~Link, aimed at
keepingmembersinformed of our current projects.
The members of the Team are: Cathy Clark G1GQJ, Bob
Bloodworth G4VWP, Trevor Groves G4KUJ, Eddie Ogden
GOEWO, David Seabrook G6HPY, David Smith G8IDL, and
JohnWhiteG4BCY . Corresponding membersare John Gateshill
(EPO St Edmundsbury BC and Forest Heath DC) and Dai
Brogden (EPO[Comms] Buckinghamshire).
OurresponsibilitieswererevisedinJanuary 1998 and are:
Liaisonwithall User ServicesInternational Liaison Talk Through
Permits(inconjunctionwithlanJackson GBRWH) Supportfor
emergenciesLiaisonwiththeRSGB anditsEmergency Radio
Liaison Officer LiaisonwiththeHomeOfficeLiaisonwiththe
RadiocommunicationsAgency
ItwastheEPTeamthat enteredintosuccessful negotiationswith
theRSGB’ sDataCommunicationsCommitteein February last
year forthesmoothexchangeof RAY NET frequencieswiththe
datacommunicationssub-band, followingthel ARU Region1
conferenceinTel Aviv. A phased change-over meant that
RAY NET groupswereabl etocontinuetheir work uninterrupted
whiletheswapwastaking place. The Teamwereal soableto
negotiatetheuseof 144.800M Hzfor emergency communications
datatrafficwiththeDCC’ sfull approval.
Thefull listof “ emergency communicationspriority” frequencies
isasfollows:

144.260MHz SSB centreof activity

144.625MHz }

144.650MHz } Emergency communications priority
144.675MHz }

144.775MHz Emergency communications priority
144.800MHz Emergency communicationsdatatraffic

145.200MHz }

145.225MHz '} Emergency communicationspriority
TheTeamhaveal ready started work onanumber of important
projects, themost notableof whichislinkedtoRAY NET’ suse
of all bandsfrom6mto23cms. Wearecurrently putting proposals
totherelevant RSGB Committeesfor arangeof frequenciesfor
“‘emergency communicationspriority” use.
Aspartofitsliaisonrole, theTeamweredelightedtobejoined
at their March meeting by Tom Reilly GONSY, the RSGB’ s
Emergency RadioL iaison Officer. Itishopedthatthiswill lead
tofruitful co-operationbetweentheRSGB andtheNetwork.

M embersof theCommitteeof Management recently met officials
fromthe RadiocommunicationsAgency, inresponsetodetailed
groundwork undertakenby theEPTeam. Discussionstook place
onseveral pointsconcerningthelicensing conditionsinrelation
toemergency communications. Itwasgratifyingtohear that the
Radiocommunications Agency is pleased with RAYNET
procedures, andthat our good on-air behaviour hasledtono
complaintsbeingreceived by theAgency.
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Workison-goinginordertoprovidesomeguidancenotesfor
GroupControllersandtheir membersregardingthewider aspects
of emergency planning management.

Correspondence from membersisalwayswelcome, and the
Teamcanbecontactedby writingtotheHunter’ sMoonaddress
(markingtheenvel ope* Emergency Planning Team”) orone-
mail to cathyclark @zetnet.co.uk

80 m Net Controllers

The roster of duty controllers for the 80m net for the
period 5th. July to 30th. August 1998 is as follows:-

5th July - Duty GOEWO, Standby G4FSN
12th July - Duty GOMRH, Standby G4KUJ
19th July - Duty G4FSN, Standby GOBDA
26th July - Duty GOBDA, Standby GOMRH
2nd Aug - Duty GOVPJ, Sandby G3STG

9th Aug - Duty GOBDA, Sandby G3STG
16th Aug - Duty GOMRH, Sandby GOEWO
23rd Aug - Duty G3STG, Standby G4FSN
30th Aug - Duty G4KUJ, Standby GOBDA

RadiocommunicationsAgency

?&n Cowan, GM4SRL and Cathy Clark, G1GQJ, recently
et official sfromthe RadiocommunicationsAgency to
discussseveral pointsrel atingtothelicensingconditionsattached
to Emergency Communications. Itwasniceto hear that the
Radiocommunications Agency is pleased with RAYNET
procedures, andthat our good on-air behaviour hasledtono
complaintsbeingreceived by the Agency.

TheRA proposeto changetheconditionscontainedin BR68
withinthenexttwoyears, anditisimportantthat our wishesare
takenintoconsideration. Toprogressour input, Ron, Cathy and
lanJackson, GBRWH havearranged tomeetwithlanKyleand
RSGB nominees, hopefullyincludingtheERL O, on2nd. August,
todiscussacombinedresponsetotheRA.
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