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Zonal Elections

heterm of officeof ZoneCo-ordinatorsinzones2,4,5,7,10and 12 comestoan
endat theend of thisyear, andnominationsarenow calledfor tofill theseimportant
positionswithin TheNetwork. Notethat all currentZCsareeligiblefor re-election.

ZoneCo-ordinatorshavefour distinctrolestofulfil. Theyare:-

1) Directorsof TheRadio Amateurs’ Emergency Network, acompany limited by
guarantee.

2) Trusteesof theRegistered Charity

3) Thevoiceof theNational Organisationtomembers

4) Thevoiceof thememberstothe Committeeof Management

AsDirectorsof theNetwork, ZCsmay al so bethel eadersof theV olunteer Teams, co-
ordinatingitswork, and reportingtotheother Directors.

Any member of theNetwork, whoisregistered by aGroup definedtobewithinthe
named Zoneiseligibletostand. Nominationsshoul d besent tothe Company Secretary
attheBedaleaddress, markingtheenvelope“ZONEELECTION",toarrivebefore
18th. August 1997.

Thenominationmust containadeclarationfromtheNomineestatingthat he/sheis
willingtostandforthepost andisnot disqualified frombeing either aCompany Director
or Charity Trustee. (see Charity leaflet CC3a, and Article 54 of the Articles of
Association of theNetwork). Thenominati on shoul d besupported by Controllersor
MembersfromwithintheZone.

If thepostiscontested, ball ot paperswill bedistributedtocontrollerson 1st. September
andthese should bereturned by 10th. October. Theresult of theelectionwill be
announcedattheAnnual General MeetinginDevisesonthelst. November. (Note:- All
group, areaand county controllersintheZone, whoareregisteredwiththeNetwork, are
entitledtovote.)

If thereisacurrentlocal arrangementtoelectaZCataZonal Meeting(e.g..Zone10,)
aZonemay notify theCompany Secretary andthenconductitsownelection, notifying

theresulttotheCompany Secretary by 24th. October 1997.

ItisY OURNETWORK. Pleasecheck that your group controller knowsyour viewson
who shouldrepresent your zoneduringthenext threeyears.
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Chairman'sJottings

Networkingthe Net

erehavebeenseveral requestsfor Zonesand Countiesto
havetheopportunity toseethe”BT Tower” presentation
which wasgiven to our guestsearlier thisyear. | would be
pleased to arrange this, subject to business and family
commitments, and booking should be madeviayour Zonal
Co-ordinator.

Our internal communications are now better than ever,
with contact possibleviae:mail, theInternet, our tel ephone
BBS, Packet at GB7TNRC, RAY ~Link and the national net
on G4ANRC. Thisisstill the* official” means of keeping the
membership informed of the Committee's work, and for
the committee to receive “grass roots” feedback. (Which
also comes via ZCs at the National Committee meetings.)
Thanks are due to Eric, G4FSN and his band of net
controllers who regularly serve on Sunday mornings on
3.663 MHz. E:mail, although quick and efficient, has one
problem; “copy messages.” Thiswasdiscussed at our last
committeemeeting andit wasagreed that copiesshoul d not
be sent just for the sake of sending them, and that only
directly addressed mail would be replied to. Copies will
not receive replies!

Members of the Emergency Planning Team have done a
good job with the band plan changes, and | am pleased to
notethat the changeover doesnot now look sofrightening
asitdidatfirst! Detailsof thechangesaregivenelsewhere
inthisissue.

| am pleased that so many have taken up the Personal
Accident insurance scheme. It is extremely good value,
andif you havenot already sentinyour application, please
consider doing so now.

Zetnet has made a good offer to our members and details
are included with this mailing. | am delighted that a
“RAYNET” email address will be available if required.

Thisisour busy period, asanyonewho listenstothediary
dates on GANRC will be only too aware. The hours that
RAYNET members give to the community are enormous,
and | must take this opportunity to say “thank you” to
everyone for al the effort involved.

I look forwardto seeing asmany membersaspossibleat the
AGM in Devises on 1st. November, but in the meantime,
please give me aring on 0141-620 1000 if thereis anything
whichyoufeel needstobebrought to my attention. | would
ask, however, that all Committeebusinessisconductedvia
your group and county controllers, and the Zonal Co-
ordinators. We have a national system, and it should be
followed whenever possible!

73Ron
GM4SRL

Page 2

etel ephoneBB Sservicecontinuestoprovepopul ar amongst
Network Members.

Sixty onecasual call ershaveexploredthelimitedaccessavailable
tothemwithout registering, whilst another fifty six Network
membershaveregistered. Thisgivesthemapassword and guide
totheBBSwhichenablesthemtoaccessalargequantity of data
heldtherefortheir use.

If youhaven’t sampledtheservice, try plugginginyour modem
anddialling01296 3937 37. If youwantapassword, thenplease
sendastamped self-addressed envel opeto Bedal e, markingthe
outer cover“TelephoneBBS”, andall thenecessary information
will bereturnedtoyou, normally withinsevendays.

Areyouon e:mail?

Thescript of the80m Newsisnow availableviathelnternet.
Over thirty members now receive their own copy of the
weekly 80m News script via Internet e:mail, and thisis
normally despatched by 10:00 each Sunday morning. 1fyou
wouldliketobeincluded, thenpleasee:mail -
G_GRIFFITHS@compuserve.com - thefastestway tohear
all thelatest Network News (except of course by tuning to
3.663MHzat 08:300n Sunday mornings)

Areyou in our Diary?

A comprehensivelistingof RAY NET dutiesandtrainingactivities
isalwaysavailablefor referenceviatheNetwork’sI T services,
andwill beinvaluablewhenplanningfor aclear frequency or
lookingforadditional helpforthatbigevent.

Recently, theBristol Grouptook thehonour of notifyingthefirst
entry for 1998! Isyour Group’ sprogrammeuptodate?

Diary detailscanbefoundweek by weekintheNewsScripton
Packet or viathel nternet, and morecomprehensivelistingsare
availableontheNetwork’ sWeb pageswhichmay beaccessedat
http://Iwww.reality.sgi.com/csp/raynet/ or at the
telephoneBBSon 01296 393737

How do you get on to our pages?

Newsitemsfor GANRCandfor RAY ~Link shouldbesentto
RonCowan, GM4SRL, QTHR, or
Ron_Cowan@compuserve.com

Diary Dates for GANRC should be sent to Geoff Griffiths,
G3STG, QTHR, or G_GRIFFITHS@compuserve.com

If your groupwouldliketohavespaceonour Web Site, or alink
fromittoyour owngroupweb page, contact David Whiteman,
G1ADW, QTHR or David_Whiteman@compuserve.com.
Newsitemsfor releasetothemediashouldbesenttoDavid
Hicks, G6IFA, QTHR, or DavidHicksG6l FA @compuserve.com
Pleasekeepthislist handy, and hel pusby making surethatyou
sendyourinformationtothecorrect person.

RAY~Link 27-July 1997



Group Responsibilitiesin
Insurance Matters

DAVE WHITEMAN - G1ADW
Membership and IT Direcror

The Radio Amateurs Emergency Network has
negotiated insurancefor the benefit and protection
of its members.

Thisfallsinto two distinct categories.

Third Party Insurance.

ThefirstisaThird Party and Public Liability Insurance. All
registered membersand othersworking under thedirection
of a Group whose members are registered with The Radio
Amateurs Emergency Network. This covers individuals
working on a bona-fide Network operation against third
party and public liability claims. The sums involved in
such claims are frequently very high and are generally
accompanied by protracted, andtherefore, costly litigation.
Itistherefore of paramount importancethat membershipis
not allowedto lapseasthiswould expose memberstoarisk
and probably pavetheway for the Group Controller andthe
members of the Group’ s management committee having to
answer acharge of negligence in a Court of Law. Burying
one’ sheadinthesandsayingthat“itcouldn’ t happentous”
isaremarkably short-sighted and stupid stance to adopt,
particularly whenit canbeavoidedwithforesight and good
administration.

Personal Accident Insurance.

Members of The Radio Amateurs Emergency Network
requested that the Committee of Management investigate
thefeasibility of contracting aPersonal Accident Insurance
Policy. This came into force on 1st May 1997. It is an
optional benefit, with the premium of £1.04 (including tax)
per year or part year being payable with Membership
Renewal fees. Please note that groups which register for
two years should include two years premium (currently
£2.08).

This latter policy has been negotiated as a benefit to
membersof the Network. Cover istherefore conditional on
current membership. Please remember, however, that the
responsibility for ensuring that amember iscovered under

the Personal Accident Insurance policy rests with the
member him or herself and with their controller.

The Committee of Management regularly sends details of
thosecoveredto ZCsbut thereisnot themanpower within
the Committee of Management, all of whom are active
members within their own groups, to routinely prod and
remind individual sthat their cover haslapsed, or isinany
other way defective.

There are anumber of points that need to be raised:

1. The pro-rata scale published in RAY~Link merely
applied to members who joined at the beginning of the
scheme. The premium for any memberswishingtojointhe
scheme after itslaunchis£1.04 per year OR PART YEAR.
The premium is payable with the registration fee.

2. Theinsurancepremium payableonrenewal isdependant
ontheGroup’ srenewal period. Groupswhorenew annually
should submit a single year’s premium. Groups whose
membership runs for two years should include two years
insurance premium i.e. £2.08 for each participating
member.

3. Itistheresponsibility of the Group Controller to ensure
that his members are covered. The Network will not be
reminding membersthat their Personal Accident Insurance
has lapsed, although a list of participating callsigns is
available from your ZC.

4. Pleasenotethat Personal Accident Insurancecoverisa
servicethat hasbeen provided for the benefit on members
of TheRadio Amateurs' Emergency Network and cover is
conditional on current Network membership.

5.InMarch, new versionsof the Registrationform andthe
Cover Sheet were distributed for groups via Zone Co-
ordinators. Thesearenecessary to administer the Personal
Accident Insurancescheme. Controllersareaskedtoplease
ensure that their groups use the current version of these
forms with immediate effect.

Herford &
Worcester

Tony Hartland,
G8WOX

charity@north_wilts

he Hereford & Worcester Group would appreciate

help from Motorcycle or Combination Mobiles for a
Charity Motor Cycle Event for Children on Sunday 14th.
September. Thosewho can help are asked to contact Tony
Saunders G10ZB Deputy County Controller on 01299 400
172 in the evenings.
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orthWiltsRAYNET isnow aregistered charity,

(N0.1062402.) Wehaveamodel constitutionif any
other groupswanttomakeuseof itthey aremost wel come.
Theprocesshasbeensimplifiedrecently, butif anyonewants
helporinformation, Noel Woolrych,
(100561.2247@compuserve.com) would bepleasedto hel p.
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Defensive Driving

Experiences ona One-Day Course

David Whiteman
G1ADW

ASRAY NET groupsareassoci ationsof individual s, they are
exempt from much of today’ s legislation that applies to
employers. Only afool, however, wouldignorebest practice, and
I am heartened, for example when | see RAYNET members
wearing hard hatswhen erecting aerial masts, for example.

Recently, aspart of thesaf ety trai ning programmethat my employers
operateonacontinual basis, | took partinaone-day defensive
drivingcourse.l wouldliketosharethelessonsthat | took away
fromthat day. | should say that | havebeendrivingfor somethirty
fiveyearsand my drivinglicenceisdevoid of thedreaded points.

Beforeattendingthecourse, | felt that my driving standardswere
probably aboveaverage. Nothing strangeinthat. Somethinglike
80% of respondentsfeel thattheir drivingisaboveaverage. | did,
however, acknowledgethat over that 35year period | may have
pickedupsomebadhabits.

Thecoursetutorsweremainly ex-PoliceTrafficDepartmentdrivers.
Thefirst part of theday comprisedatwo-hour talk with slidesabout
drivingattitudes, observationsand stati stics. Onequitefrightening
statisticisthatadriverisconcentratingonthejob of drivingfor
about 25% of thetime. Therest of thetimeisspent thinking about
thenew receptionist’ slegs, what they havebeentol dto pick up
fromthegrocer ontheway home, what’ sontel evision, orwhatever.
Small wonder that thecar goesinto“ autopilot”! Another point
madewasthat wearedesigned aspedestrians. Wearedesignedto
goaroundat about 3mph. Wedon'’ tget hurtif webumpintoothers
orintobrick well atthat speed! Atwalking speed welook maybe
amaximum of 25 yards ahead. Onceinacar, bumpsare more
painful andwehavetolook considerably further ahead, anything
uptohalf amileor moreinfact.

Therest of the day was out ontheroad, two studentsand in
instructor per car. After aninitial assessmentdrivelastingaboutten
minutes, thetutor gaveademonstrationdriveof similar duration.
Theinstructionwasdefinitely notare-runof lessonswehadbefore

takingourdrivingtests. ltwasmoreabout driving asfast as
conditionsandthelaw permitted. Thiswasundertakenona
compl eterangeof roadsfromsingletracklanestomotorways.

| don’t want to give ablow-by-blow description of what
happened, but will instead comment on someof thequestions
| wasforcedtoask myself.

If I claimthat | alwayslook regularly inmy mirrors, why do
overtaking carscomefromnowhere? Andalsowhy isitthat
aPolicecar can get onmy tail without menoticing?l was
frankly shocked how seldom|, and | amtold, themajority of
motoristsfail tocheck their mirrors.

Weall think that theother guy isabloody idiot! Whatwe
seldom consideristhat just perhaps, weourselvesmay have
beenasignificantcontributortosaidbloody idiot’ sbehaviour!
Wasthefact that thisperson cut you up onaroundabout
possibly duetothefactthat youwerebadly positionedorwere
not clearly signallingyour intentions? Wasthe near-miss
resultingfromthedriver pullingoutinfront of youcompounded
by your leaving aninsufficient following distancefromthe
vehicleinfront sothat youwereobligedtobreak sohardthat
theABScutin?

Defensivedrivingisabout concentration, observationand
anticipation. Fairly obvious,youmightsay. | havetosay that
I wasshockedjusthow muchmy owndrivingwascapabl eof
improvement. No, | amnot goingtosay hereinwhat respect.
That coursedid servetodislodge35yearsof complacency.

Ifyouhavetheopportunity toattendacourseof thistypethen
jumpatit. | can promisethat it will bean eye-opener. My
thanksgototheinstructorsfromDriveTechwho conducted
thecoursewithtact, sympathy andhumour. If youwanttofind
outmore, thisfirmoperatetheDRIVETECHHELPLINEon
01344 773144.

Leicester Wedding

Slough Fire

AYNET Membersin Leicestershirehadavery pleasurable

duty to performon Saturday 21st Junewhen Jim Andrews
G1HUL andhisYL SandraweremarriedinCoalville. Thecouple
|efttheChurchviaaguardof honour fromtheguidingandscouting
organisations.
Aftertheceremony anddrivinginahorsedrawn carriagetothe
ParishHall at Swannington, thecoupleweregreeted by aguard of
honour attiredin RAY NET tabards, and forming an archway of
mobilewhips. Sadly theweather waswet, buttheoccasionwasa
very happy and enjoyableonefor all despitethat.
Membersattendingincludedthe County Controller and Deputy,
theformer L eicester Group ControllerandtheDGC, theformer ZC
andtheir families.
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t1115hrsonThurs12th. June East BerkshireRAY NET

Group 06/BK /287 (Group Controller DonLovett G7TOCL)
were activated for amajor chemical firein Albion Close,
Slough. Thefireitself started at around 0830hrs, andresidents
intheareawerewarnedtocloseall windowsand stay indoors
vialocal radio.By noonthereweretwomobilesandacontrol
stationonair, using 144.775MHz.
At 1230hrs, anevacuation of two streetsinthevicinity began
andDontel ephonedtheController of Mid ThamesGroup 06/
BU/013, who was able to assist by getting three further
membersonstandby. |t soonbecameapparent, however, that
theincidentwasunder control, andtheoperatorswerefinally
stood downat 1400hrs.
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Exercise Noel Woolrych
Autumn GATIX

Controller North

Leaves Wilts RAYNET

hefollowing are some extractsfrom “ Exercise Autumn

Leaves’ official reportwhichNorthWiltsRAY NET and
membersof SWERV (SouthWest Emergency RadioV olunteers)
andHantsRAY NET took partinonOctober 15th 1996.

The Ambulance Service Emergency Radio Channel (ERC)
failed near thestart of theexerciseduetoasol deredjoint parting
causingthesystemtocrash. RAYNETwascalledintoprovide
assistance. “RAY NET operators, however, demonstratedtheir
professionalismandvalue, inparticular when givenwritten

messages’

“The Ambulance service has not previously included
considerationof RAYNET withinitsmajorincident plan. Itis
apparent that theorganisation should beincludedintheinitial
call-out systemfor theambulanceservice”.

Mobiletelephones

“Eventsshowedthat phonesused uptheir battery chargemore
swiftly thanexpected, and that receptionwithinbuildingswas
unsatisfactory.

Additionally, thelargenumber of mobilephonesbeingusedin
theexercisewassuchthatthelinksbecamesaturated and that
reliable communications were achieved only through the
establishedRAYNET links.”

Survivor Rest Centre
“Communicationsproveddifficultuntil thearrival of RAYNET
operators, after whichtherewerenoproblems”

RAYNET

“Someforty RAY NET members from the county and from
Hampshireprovidedanimpeccabl eandreliablecommunications
servicebetweenall theactivity centres. Althoughintendedasa
supportservice, RAY NET communicationsproved, onoccasion,
tobetheonly reliablemeansof communicationbetweensites.

Apartfromoperatorsprovidedtoassistwiththeir exercise
directionandcontrol, all other RAY NET memberswerecalled
outwithout previouswarningandwere,ingeneral,onsiteand
operational within45minutesof callout. Their effortsaretobe
highly commended.”

Asaresult of this RAYNET has been asked to establish
communicationsfacilitiesat theCounty PoliceHQinDevizes
andat Divisional HQat WestleainSwindon. AlsotheAmbulance
Servicehassuggestedsimilar atitsCounty HQinChippenham,
withinclusioninitscall-out structure.

Thisreport speaksvolumesfor theflexibility, reliability and

dedication of members of RAYNET and is acredit to the
Amateur Radio movement asawhole.
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IARU
Changesto 2M
Band Plan

Cathy Clark
G1GQJ

Asyou will all beaware, thel ARU conferencein Tel Aviv
agreed changestotheexisting band-planfor 2musagein
Region 1. The major changes related to harmonising data
communications and the establishment of a new data
communi cationssub-band. Alongsi dethi swasarecommendation
forthemovetoadopt 12.5kHz channel spacing specifications.
Theagreeddatasub-banddirectly affectedexistingRAY NET
frequencies.

TheNetwork’ sEmergency Planning TeammetwiththeChairman
of theRSGB’ sDataCommuni cationsCommitteetodiscussways
of avoidingapotentially seriousconflict of frequency usage
betweenRAY NET and datacommuni cationsusers.

A proposal wasjointly submittedtotheRSGB’ sV HF Committee,
relating to aphased change-over of usage, which could be
implemented by theend of 1997.

The2mdatacommuni cati onssub-bandimplementation, published
by the RSGB Data Communications UK Mailbox Manager,
affectsRAY NET operationsinthefollowingways:

-theuseof thecurrent RAYNET allocationson 144.800M Hz,
144.825M Hz and 144.850M Hz must becleared duringtheperiod
10October and 31 December 1997, andmovedto144.625MHz,
144.650MHzand 144.675MHz.

-144.775MHzwill not beaffected by thechanges

- in agreement with the Data Communications Committee,
144.800MHzmay beusedasal2.5kHzchannel by RAYNET for
datacommunicationsONLY .

When groupsarere-allocating operational frequencies, we
recommend that existing users of 144.800MHz move to
144.625MHz,144.825MHzt0 144.650M Hzand 144.850MHzto
144.675MHz.

Whenfrequency changesarebeingimplemented, itwouldbe
sensiblefor 12.5kHzchannel spacingstandardstobeadopted-in
particular thereductionof peak deviation. Itishopedthat some
members, whohavethenecessary equipment, will beabletohelp
their group colleaguesre-aligntheir transceivers.

TheEmergency Planning Teamwouldliketothank theRSGB’ s
DataCommunicationsCommitteefor their helpand co-operation
which enabl ed ajointly-agreed proposal tobesubmittedtothe
RSGB VHF Committee.

Further discussionswiththeVHF Committeeareon-goingwith
regardtofrequenciesabovel45MHz. Itisnotedthat 145.200MHz
and 145.225MHz are currently allocated as “emergency
communicationspriority” inthebandplanspublishedintheApril
edition of Radio Communicationsp48.
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Training Offer

Dave Hicks

Frostbite 1988 GEIFA

e Training Team are in the process of preparing

several one-day courses, suitable for a cluster of
groups to get together in a central location under the
guidance of the Training Team. Courses include
- An Introduction to the Operational Management Team
- Personnel Management
- Group Management for newly appointed RAYNET
members

Further courses are also in the pipeline. The following
facilities would be required

- A meeting room with

- OHP facilities and whiteboard, and several seminar /
small rooms for workshop sessions.

If you would like to host one of these courses, please
contact Cathy Clark, National Training Director.

eshirePoliceareagainrunningtheFrostbiteeventin

998, the dates for your diary are 13th/14th/15th
February. The organisers have extended an invitation to
RAYNET volunteers who wish to participate in the event
as teams (minimum 2 per team), the cost per head for the
weekend is £25, including all food and accommodation.
For more information fax your details to the Frostbite ' 98
contact no. 01244 571361, or leave a message.

CheshireRAYNET arealso asking for assistance from any
RAYNET member, who would like to be involved in the
event, if so contact the Cheshire CC Bruce Williams
G1ORS QTHR or via the Frostbite ' 98 contact no. 01244
571361. Accommodation will be provided (bring your
sleeping-bag), plus food. All you have to do is get to
Cheshire, bring your Radio Gear / Grab-Bag etc. and have
agoodtime. Don't forget however it can be extremely cold
in February, on the other hand bring your Sun-Hat !

Derek Young

Working Away 68203

CAIRO
Update

Mike McCreery
GMOETC

any members work outside their groups home
areq, if thisappliesto you, and you:

a) Arelikely to beavailablefor call out during theworking
day,

b) Usually carry enough kit to be useful, and
¢) wish to be called to assist the local group,

Have you considered contacting the group controller for
the areain which you work with your contact details? So
should there be amajor incident during office hours, your
skillsand equipment could becalled upon. Y ou could even
be replacing a member of the local group who works in
your home areal

It's al a bit like MP's twinning arrangements, and if it
works in Parliament, why shouldn’t it work for us ?

Editor’s Comment. Good idea, but remember
that you can only be registered with one
group, and that there may be a conflict of
interests in the event of a widespread
emergency, e.g. flooding or other weather
related problem, when you may be needed
back home by your own group.
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The CAIRO system (Communications Audio
Interface for Remote Operations) emerged from
Aston University in Birmingham in 1991 - the
brainchild of Dr Peter Best and his development team.

The news is that his excellent practical publication that
describes al the systems and circuits for CAIRO is how
available on Internet.

| had not beenintouch with Peter for afew yearssincethe
timewhen | hel ped to produce acompanion publication of
CAIRO interface diagrams for use with various
transceivers.

So when | contacted him earlier thisyear, | was delighted
tobeabletodoabit of proof reading of thenew format. He
saysthatitisnot quitefinished- but Peterisaperfectionist!

So, al you surfers, go to it and access the Web Site at :-
http://melchett.aston.ac.uk:80/pjb/cairo -you
will not be disappointed.

| am currently working with Peter to also put the Interface
Diagrams on the web. If any member has a proven circuit
foraCAIRO interfacefor any recent transceivers, | would
be pleased to add them to thisrepository of data.

| can be reached via e-mail at:- gmOetc@ibm.net
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Mike
G6WTM

Shropshire Six
Summits Walk

Brian Davies
G30YU

2m and 70cm
Filters

(FromtheSolihull RAYNET News.)

heevent passed smoothly fromaRAY NET point of view

althoughweperhapscouldhavedonewithacouplemore
operatorsasre-deployment of operatorsontheday wasrequired.
Froman organi serspoint of view theevent wasmarred by bad
weather including continuousrainand chillingwinds, butthe
maj ority of wal kersdid managetofinish.

Karenand| startedtheday at PoleBank TrigPointontopof the
Long Mynd, near Church Stretton, at 08:30 wherewe were
operating portable. Unfortunately itwastoowindy to put thetent
upfor shelter butluckily therainstayed away, althoughwedid
watchitapproachingfromtheNorth West.

For theafternoonwewerere-depl oyed tothe Summit of Brown
CleeHill at1771"; atrack existsall theway tothetop sowehad
thecar withus. Whilstawaitingthefirst walkerstheweather
closedinandknowingtheareafromorienteering experiencein
the fog | became quite concerned for some of the walkers.
L uckilytheeventorgani seracceptedmy weather report, passed
RAYNET, andissued astandingorder tothepreviouslow level
refreshment pointindicating that no-onewasto continueuphill
without suitabl eclothingand equipment. Wewereabovethe
cloudbase, incontinuoussteady rain, withavisibility of 50m
feelingthechilling effectsof amoderateNorthWesterly. | think
weonceagainprovedthevalueof RAYNET withit’ sability of
goanywherecommunications.

Thiseventhasonceagainshownthatwehavefairly remoteand
wildcountry quitecloseto Birminghamwithout goingasfar as
thewell known National Parks, | oftenthink that Shropshireis
much overlookedwalking country. Perhapsitindicatesthat
outdoor skillsarestill useful tomembersof mostly urbangroups
tooandweshouldall try toundertakeal | aspectsof our training
program. Wewereglad of our stoveprovidingteaandhot pasta
snacks!

Over the past couple of years Surrey Raynet suffered
inexplicable problems when operating talk through.
Investigationsfollowedtosourcethereason(s). Thearticlein
Rad Comfor June, page87, written by me, giveschapter and
verseandmoreimportantly thecurefor our problems.

London and Sussex, in addition to Surrey groups have all
purchasedthesefiltersandfoundthemhighly successful,enabling
communi cationstoexistswherethey werepreviouslyimpossible.
Altogether | purchased 40filtersonbehalf of London, Surrey,
and Sussex. M ostwereon 2m but withsomeon 70cmandfor
Londonacoupleon153MHzandoneon169.5MHz-for useby
Red Cross/St John.

| didadeal with Peter Waters, of Waters& Stanton, and by
buyingalargebatchl gotthepricedownfromitspublishedprice
of £89to£77forthe2munits(bearinmindthatall our unitshad
‘N’ connectorswhilethoseonofferfromW& Sonly haveSO239
sockets-‘ N’ connectorscostabout£7.50). Perhapsother groups
might gettogether toorderinbulk? I ncidently theaboveprices
allincludeVAT.

| did buy morethanwereneeded and | haveasmall number of
2mfiltersavailable-5inall if my memory servesmeright. The
pricetoanyonewhomay beinteresedis£77including VAT, but
packingand carriagewill havetobeadded asthisisthebaseprice
| paidfortheunits.

Bearinginmindtheinternal constructionof thefilter | wouldnot
wanttorisk thepost officeand| think that if anyonedoeswant
tobuy,itwouldbebestif arrangementstocol lect couldbemade.

Alternatively | coulddespatchviaoneof thecourier companies
such asSecuricor, at cost.

1997 AGM

dvance noticeis given of the 1997 AGM which will be held in Devises on Saturday

1st. November.

Please keep the date free by marking it in your diary now.

Although the plans have not yet been findised, we will be in the Town Hall, with pre-
meetings being held from 11:00 hrs., the AGM at 14:00 hrs., and the doors closing at
17:00hrs.

Full details, and the officia caling notice, will appear in the October edition of
RAY~Link.
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