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RAYNET PRESENTATI ON

The Committee of Management has been concerned that for sometime
thefocuson RAY NET hasbecomesmudged, and it hasthereforebeen
decided to introduce The Network to the User Services at strategic
level. One of our concerns was to find a venue which would, in itsdlf,
be of interest to the people we hope will attend, and we were lucky to
recelve an offer from BT to host an afternoon a BT Tower in London
on Wednesday 26th. March. All the user services have been invited,
together with the “amateur” and “emergency” press, and an invite has
als0 been extended to lan Kyle, this year’ s Presdent of the RSGB.

Although the accommodation islimited, we have kept back four places
for our own membership, and a draw will take place in Bedde to
establish who will attend. The draw is open to any Network member
who attended at least four events between 1. January and 314t
December 1996, or who attended at least 75% of group eventsif less
than four events were undertaken by the group during this period.

Send your name, calsign, group, and telephone number on apostcard,
or sedled down envelope, listing the four (or 75%) of the exercises
attendedto TheRadio Amateurs Emergency Network, HuntersM oon,
Station Road, Newton-le-Willows, BEDALE, North Y orkshire, DL8
1SX. If you attended more than four, only ligt four. Thisshould arrive
no later than first post on Friday 21st. March. The successful winners
will be contacted by telephone. Please enter this draw only if you can
attend if successful. The Committee of Management decided at itslast
mesting that, to keep the cost of theevent down, travelling expenseswill
not beavalableanddl ZC arefundingthelr owntravelingarrangements.
Winnerswill smilarly be expected to pay their own travelling codts.
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All correspondence and
membership registrations should
be sent to:-

“Hunter’'s Moon”, Newton-le-Willows,
BEDALE, North Yorks, DL8 1SX

Emergency 24 hour contact line:-
(0141) 6212121

CHAIRMAN: Ron Cowan, GM4SRL
(0141) 620 1000

ZONES:

Z1: Tom Hanratty, GOJRT
(01207) 505315

Z2: Contact Meantime Brian
Tindill, (01677) 450387

Z3: Dave Hocking, G4FSS
(0116) 239 3803

Z4. Dave Seabrook, G6HPY
(01638) 750571

Z5: David Whiteman, GIADW
(0956) 299784

Z6: and Deputy Chairman
Cathy Clark, G1GQJ
(01844) 351461

Z7: Chris Hampson, G8RXA
(01425) 672002

Z8: Contact meantime via ZC 10
(01244) 336639

Z9: Madeley Smith, G8KVU
(01203) 579411

Z10: David Hicks, G6IFA
(01244) 336639

Z11: Contact Meantime via ZC 12
(01290) 421298

Z12: Tom Stewart, GMOBKX
(01290) 421298

Z18: Contact meantime via ZC 10
(01244) 336639

222: lain Strachan, GM4FLP
(01382) 580356

SPECIALIST TEAMS
Emergency Planning:

Dave Seabrook, G6HPY
Publicity:

David Hicks, G6IFA
Registrations:

David Whiteman, GLADW
Technical:

Madeley Smith, G3KVU
Training:

Cathy Clark, G1GQJ
Talk through applications:

lan Jackson, GBRWH,

5 Vivien Cl, Chessington,

Surrey, KT9 2DE

© 1997 The Radio Amateurs’
Emergency Network.
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ARES and RACES:

ACROSS THE POND - G4MWO

A look at Amateur Radio Emergency
Communications in the U.S.

(From the North West RAYNET News)

Mention to most U.K. Radio Amateurs “Amateur Radio
Emergency Communications” andthey usually comeupwithone
name- RAYNET . IntheStates, however, yougettwoforthe
priceof one-there’ SARESandRACES! ARES- TheAmateur
Radio Emergency Serviceoperatesalongmuchthesamelinesas
thegeneral publicserviceelementof RAY NET, involvingwork
withRedCross, SalvationArmy, Police etc. RACES- TheRadio
Amateur Civil Emergency Serviceissetupmorealongthelines
of our CEPO activities. Administered by theFederal Emergency
Management Agency ( FEMA), it operates only for civil
preparednessandintimesof civil emergencies. Whilstthetwo
organisationsexist separately, theARRL [U.S. equivalent of our
RSGB] advocates membership of both. One other general
differenceisthat Amateur Radio Emergency Operationsaregiven
amuch higher profile, bothwithinthehobby and publicly.

OPERATIONS.

TheU.S. differsfromourselveshereinthat alot of operations
seemtobeconductedusinglocal (alsosomenotsolocal)and/
or emergency repeatersalthoughthereisal sosimplexactivity.
Our “Talkthrough” permit would not appear to be needed.
Becauseof thegreater distancesinvol vedduringsomeemergencies,
HF usage is more common than in the U.K. The above
communicationstrategiesarenot merely confinedtoeventsand
emergencies, butareal sousedforemergency groups' regular nets.

STRUCTURE & ADMINISTRATION.

Oneof themainU.K./U.Sdifferencesisthat theU.S. permits
thirdparty traffic. Whilstinonerespect thismight permit awider
accessforagencieswhoseremitwoul dobviously beof benefitto
emergencies, in another respect, this sometimes can be a
disadvantage.

ARESgroups,justlikeus, havetotakecarehowthey apportion
theirresources. Additionally, emergency andgeneral third-party
publicwelfaretrafficcanbecateredforviatheNational Traffic
System(NTS) - seelater. Perhapsthesecond maj or cultureshock
is that ARES members are not insured! Movesareinthe
pipelinetotry andget Congresstoinsurevol unteersonemergency
andalliedduties, but thismay bealongprocess.

Theprimeplayerintheorganisation, asintheU.K.,istheARES
member. Requirementsfor membership-andyoudonothaveto
bean ARRL member - aretovoluntarily register your Amateur
Licencequalificationand equipment for emergency/public-
serviceduty andhaveasinceredesiretoserve.

M embership(approx.40,000recorded)isfree. It’ snotclear how
non - licensed peoplewouldfitinwiththesecriteria, butone
presumesthey havesimilarrolestooursinRAYNET.Nextalong
istheOfficial Emergency Stationor OES, ableto operatewith
emergency power and trained in ARESprocedures. Over the
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ARESmembersinanareaistheEmergency Coordinator or EC
[our equivalent : Group Controller] - responsiblefor ARES
activity inhis/ her areaand user liaison. The ECisappointed by
theSection Emergency Coordinator or SEC[ our equivalent -
ZoneCoordinator] ontheadviceof theDistrict Emergency
Coordinator or DEC[our equivalent - County Controller]. The
SECreportstotheSectionManager or SM [theequival ent of
our RSGB Zonal Representative] who ispartof the ARRL’s
FieldOrganizationwhichsponsors/ supportsARES,NT Sand
RACES. Unusually, there does not appear to beadedicated
Emergency Committeeat National level. ARRL supportswith
supplies, sometrainingaidsandamonthly columnin QST [ the
U.S. equivalent of RADCOM], plus a yearly Simulated
Emergency Test or SET [ what our NFD wasoriginally intended
tobe!].

BEALERT! Twointerestingfacetsof operationsarethelL ong-
Tone(DTMF). Zeroasanemergency alertingtoneandthe
WildernessProtocol [similartotheMarineSaf ety Watch] where
alisteningwatchiskept at certain hourly times, usually on
simplex, for Amateur trafficfromisol ated or wildernessareas.

TRAFFIC AND MESSAGE HANDLING U.S.

Amateur Radiohaditsoriginsinmessage-passingacrossahuge
continent - hencethe American RadioRelay L eagueor ARRL.
Over theyearsthisbecamethepublic service/ emergency
National TrafficSystemorNTS, served by numerousregul ar nets
throughoutthe States(itevenhasitsown Public ServiceHonor
Roll with pointsfor variousaspectsof traffichandling). CW,
Voiceandlatterly, Packet/ Amtor areused. BothEmergency and
Non-Emergency messagescanbesent overitusingthestandard
ARRL Radiogram, whichapart fromdetailingroutingtechniques
utilisesavery clever systemof asstandard numbered messages,
withspacesfor particular information such asnames, dates,
times, frequenci es, addresses, amountsetc. Therearetwogroups
of messages; Group One- For possibleRelief Emergency useand
Group Two- Routinemessages.

For example,
M essage:-
ONE: Everyonesafehere. Pleasedon’ tworry

NINE: Additional radiooperatorsneededtoassistwith
emergency at thislocation.... or perhaps-

TWENTY-S X : Helpand carefor evacuationof sickandinjured
fromthislocationneededat once.

- Thisgivesatwofoldadvantageof cuttingdownontransmission
timeplusgivingacertaindegreeof security tothemessage (yes,
it'swithintheregs.!).

Conclusion. Foodfor thought, perhaps, withmaybesomeideas
worthtakingonboard? For instance, why not capitaliseon
extensivemessage- handling experiencegained over decades?
Admittedly notall U.S.licenceprivilegespertainintheU.K., but
surely wecoul d customizetechni quesand procedurestoour own
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Fet e ,
RAF Mildenhall

From the Solihull
Group Newsletter

433MHz! !

A s15P-oPIBYHEATH RAY NET hassupportedthe

r;?uergency Servicesatthe Annual Mildenhall Air Fetewith
cominunicationsassets. TheAir Feteisclaimedtobethelargest
Military Air ShowinEurope, whichonitsbestyear, wasattended
by over 450,000 peopl e, producing several hundred casual tiesof
every conceivablekindfromsunstroketoapregnant|ady starting
labour.

Withthegreater co-operationbetweentheMilitary Medical
Services,theStatuatary AmbulanceA uthorities, andtheVoluntary
AidAgenciestherequirementfor RAY NET communicationshas
expandedannualy. For several yearsRAY NET CONTROL has
beenfortunateinhavingitsownbuildinginconjunctionwithFirst
AidControl fromwhichweoperate Four MainNets.

FIRST AID NET.

Asinpreviousyears, weneedthreeoperatorsfor each of seven
firstaidposts, themainoperator having responsibility toensure
thefirst aid serviceshaveadequate communicationsfortwo
walkabout teamsto beformed by theFirst Aid Unit and still
mai ntai ning afixed station at the post.

L ast year saw theintroduction of Paramedic assetsat four of the
First AidPosts providingyetanother facility for rapidresponse
toany seriouscasualty. Inorder to maintain continuaty each
ParamedichadtheirownRAY NET operator.

AMBULANCE NET.

ToprovideaneffectiveAmbulancenet, linkingfourorganisations,
eachSt.John(FIVE), RedCross(FIVE) andMilitary Ambulance
(FOUR)workerhasaRAY NET operator, withothersmanning
theEast AnglianNHSTrust Control Vehicle.
BothCivilianandMilitary Doctorsonsitehaveoperatorsonthis
net. LinksonthisNetincludetheE.T.A.F.(Emergency Tactical
Aeromedical Facility) onsitewithRAF L akenheath Hospital,
West Suffolk Hospital and AddenbrooksHospital .

COMMAND NET.

WithThreePoliceForcesonsite, good communicationsintothe
CombinedPoliceControl isessential; thisnetal soincludesAir
FeteControl, USAFFireControl, AmbulanceControl, FireChief,
OSMIC1(OnSceneMedical Comander), RedCrossDirector, St
JohnDistrict Commissioner and the USAF Base Commander.
TheStandby CasavacHelicopter Operatorsareal soonthisnet.

HOUSEKEEPING NET.
Usedprimarilyfor resolvingnonemergency management problems.

LOSKIDSNET
WeprovideLinksfromtheL oskidsCenter, whichhandlesupto
2001 ost childrenaday, to Combined Police Control.

Eachday over 70RAY NET membersfromawideareaprovide
themanpower tomakethiseventrunsmoothly, if youwouldlike
tobeoneof them, contact John Slater GGEUO Group Controller
Forest Heath. 01842-860475
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70cm I nterferenceFrom Cor dlessHeadphones
Bill, GBAV X, recently forwarded to mearather concerning
articlethat appearedin TheNew Scientiston 11th January 1997,
page19. Itconcernscordlessheadphonesthat use oneof six
wideband FM channel soperatingon433MHz. Suchdevicesare
illegal for usewithintheUK but notillegal toimport. Extracts
fromthearticleread...
“Inall themajor Western European countriesexcept Britain,
Norway, Finlandand Denmark, musicloverscannow buy radio
headphoneswhichwork acrossaband of frequenciesaround
433MHz. These use analogue FM transmissionsto give
interferencefreehi-fi quality sound. Thereisenoughroominthe
allocated bandfor neighbourstochoosebetween at | east six
differentfrequency channels,andsoavoidinterferingwitheach
other’slistening.”
“PhillipsalongwithGermanmanufacturer Sennheiser andBritish
retailer Dixons, havefortwoyearsbeenlobbyingBritain's
Department of Trade and Industry to release the 433MHz
frequenciessothat all European countriescanusethesame
technology.”
“Sotravellerscanlegitimately bringhome433M Hz headphones
from Continental shops. AndsomeBritishshopsareimporting
433MHz headphones.”
Bill’smainconcernisthatif illegal useof thisequi pmentbecomes
common placetheDTI will caveinasitdidwith27MHz CB
frequenciesmeaningthat wewill looseawide segment of our
70cmbandwheremuch of thecurrent activity iscentred. Itis
unlikely that we (theradio amateur) coul d stop thishappening
soBill suggeststhat instead weshoul dlobby for compensation
if thisshould comeabout, aswewoul d | oose use of someof our
equi pment andour ownpagingsystem. | think that thisshould
eaddressed by thoseat thehead of our organi sation.
IAsif wehadn’tgotenough probl emsvf@%!%ﬁéf’w Ed.)
Dur ham ’
GOJRT, zC1

Al ert

t18:40 hrs. on Wednesday 19th. February, the North West

Durham Group was put on standby by the Durham
Emergency Planning Unit owing to flooding which caused the
Bishop Aukland areatobeput on Amber alert. Nineteenmembers
responded, and were ready for duty if needed. Two hours later
thestandby wasraisedtoa Redaert, but by 23:15 hrs. thesituation
was under control, and RAY NET was stood down, with thanks
for being available should the group have been needed.

Ron Continues to Lead.

At the January Committee of Management meeting it was
unaminously decided that Ron Cowan, GM4SRL should
continue at Network Chairman for another term of office. This
followsfavourable commentsfromthefloor at the 1996 AGM in
Durham regarding all thework currently being undertaken by the
Committee of Management. Atthe March meeting, Cathy Clark,
G1GQJ, was unanimoudly elected as Deputy Chairman.
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Martin Rowland
G4YUA

A Weekend
Br eak?

Searchi ngthroughtheads, | foundwhat seemedareally gooddeal;
wo nightsinwell appointed accommodation, full board,
nationally renowned cuisine, staff who are “customer care”
personified, acheapbar and FREE entertainment all day -therewas
evenanexcursionontheSunday morning-all for £35.00! Whata
bargain!

Suchistheadvertising power of theNational Training Teamthat |
signedup, straightaway, fortheir course” Theroleof theRAY NET
Volunteer inthe Operational Management Team”, held at the
Emergency Planning College. Mindyou, itwasn’tall beer and
snooker. Theprogrammestartedstrai ght after dinner ontheFriday
eveningwith athought provoking sessionfrom Geoff Griffiths,
G3STG, onPersonnel Management. Heremindedusthat wereall
volunteers(who caneasily votewith our feet) and, aswith any
business, thekey assetisthestaff, whosewel fareandsocial needs
call for proper attention.

Theconcept of theOM T wasal so discussed. Itisamanagement
strategy thatidentifiesfivekey roles, or management activities-
operations, communications, personnel,informationandlogistics
-thatwarrant separateconsideration, althoughnotnecessarily by
separateindividuals. Thestrategyisscal eable, accordingtothe
complexity of theevent. Thereinliesthestrengthof themethodol ogy.
Itdoesnotimposeabureaucracy or multiplicity of managers, but
providesan effectivemanagement structureappropriatetothe
natureof theevent. Perhapsmore importantly, it allowsfor the
employment of personswithrelevant skills, whether they are
licensedradioamateursor not; if your thumbisn'tonthePTT you
don’tactually needalicence, not for someof therolesanyway.

Cathy Clark, G1GQJ, David Hicks, G6IQA and Paul Farrar
introduced ustoarangeof skillsfor displaying and presenting
information, briefing (andjust asimportantdebriefing), resourcing
andplanning. Weeach consideredinmoredetail oneof thekeyroles.
| had not met Ron Cowan, GM4SRL, our illustrious Chairman
before. | shall never forget hisfirstentrancetopresent thesubject
of personal conduct. Hemanagedtodisplayinonefell swoopall the
waysnottoconduct oneself inpublicorinfront of aUser Service.
| canonlyleaveittoyourimagination. (PerhapsHE hadmet ME!).
| hastentoadditwasscripted, andhereappeared asanobjectlesson
inprofessionalismthat weshouldall aspireto.

Butitmadethepointthat weneedtoact professionally, eventhough
weareavoluntary organisation, andtherearestill many intheUser
Servicesthat remainto beconvincedthat wecan. Firstimpressions
certainly docount, but | giveRonthebenefit of thedoubt onthis
occasion!

The Sunday morning exercisestarted (but notat 5a.m.!) with
fireworksandthunder-flashessignifyingthedemiseof Aylesbury
telephoneexchange. Quitewhat theMagistrates, al soat theColl ege,
madeof itall isanyone’ sguess. Thefrenetictrafficgenerated by the
field operator’ sprovided someuseful |essonsincommunications
management.

Wasitworthit?ltcertainlywas. | foroneand!’ msuretheothers
onthecourseaswell, took homealot of newideastoconsider and
try out. Inparticular, itsobviousthat aliveincidentislikely tobe
very differentfromtheannual eventthat’ swell knownandgets
plannedingoodtime. However, that sameevent providesatraining
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opportunity that could makethereal thingjust that bit easier
tocopewith,throughtriallingdifferentmethodsandapproaches
andpractisingthosethatwork. Equally, there’ sroominevery
groupfornon-licensed personswhoseskillscanbeemployed
toadvantage; itcouldevenboost membership! Finallyweall
needtoconduct ourselvesprofessionally andlook after one
another.

Nocourseisperfect, buttheTraining Teamdidvery well with
whatwasasuccessful course. Itsjustashamethatall their effort
wasnot rewarded by agreater response. Thecoursecouldhave
accommodated doubl ethenumber that did attendanditwoul d
have been better for it. | hopethe Training Team are not
dissuaded fromrunningitagain, asit would benefit many
TTempers: Youshoutdtry it{f theydo:

The 1988 David G1ADW
Dat a Registrations and IT

Protection
E?v been asked to put together ashort articleabout TheData
IB\ ofection Act, 1988 and its implications for The Radio
Amateurs Emergency Network and individual RAYNET
groups. In putting together these notes| haveto statethat | am
not a lawyer and this article must not be relied upon as an
authoritative statement of the legal position. Neither TheRadio
Amateurs' Emergency Network nor | will accept liability forany
consequent action in connection with this legislation.
In other words, you should check out your particular
circumstances for yourself!
The Data Protection Act has been in existence effectively for
eight years, and whether youlikeit or not, it affects every group
that holdsinformation about itsmembersor any other personal
information on a computer.
“Clubsareexempt”, | can hear somebody saying, and that may
indeed betrue. Theexemptionfrom registrationisenshrinedin
Section 33 of the Data Protection Act. This states that subject
tospecificconditions, ' personal dataheld by an unincorporated
members' clubandrelating only tothemembersof theclub; and
persona data held by a data user only for the purpose of
distributing, or recording the distribution of, articles or
information to the data subjects and consisting only of their
names, addresses or other particulars necessary for effecting
the distribution...'
Theabovel quotedverbatim, but asfar asl cansee,aRAYNET
group could safely claim exemptionfrom registrationinrespect
of its membership database, but only if that database contains
current members. If past or potential membersdetailsare held,
then that quite clearly falls outside the scope of the exemption
and to remain within the law a group would be required to
register under the Act
| have mentioned that there are some specific conditions that
must be fulfilled if an exemption under Section 33islegal.
Firstly, every data subject must give their consent to personal
databeing held. Secondly, the datauser must take due care of
that data and ensurethat it is not disclosed to any person other
than for thereason it is collected.
It looks asthough | have painted a picture of doom and gloom.
| supposetoadegree, | have. However, | do urgeall Groupand
County Controllersto determine for themselves whether they
should be registered with the Registrar of Data Protection.
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Each group has aresponsibility to ensure that it is exempt from
registration with the Registrar of Data Protection if it holds
persona data on a computer.

Both the Act itsdlf and itsinterpretation are very well covered on
the Internet, and | would commend the following URLs: For
the Statutory Instrument, i.e. the wording of the Data Protection
Act see http;//www.hmsoinfo.gov.uk/hmso/documents/acts/
009884035/datapro.htm. Having downloaded that document,
youwill probably compl etely overwhelmed by the gobbledygook.
| know | wasl!

Iwould therefore comment the Web Pages maintained on behalf
of the Registrar of Data Protection. These can be found on
http;//www.open.gov.uk/dprhome.htm.

| should like to take the opportunity to dispose of some old
chestnuts. | am occasionally asked why the Network’smembers
registration formsdo not contain aconsent statement relating tothe
holding of personal data. The answer isvery simple. The Radio
Amateurs' Emergency Network isnot an unincorporated club. It
therefore cannot claim exemption under the Act for this and a
number of other reasons. Asthe Network is registered under the
Act, the specific approval of data subjectsis not required.

Any personisentitled to know what dataishel p about them. The
Network makes provision for this as required by law. If an
individual makesanenquiry inwritingto Hunter’ sM oontogether
withthesearchfeeof £10, a statement for dataheldwill beprovided
within 40 days. This fee is deliberately set at the maximum
permitted level to discourage frivolous enquiries.
Memberswhowishtoknow their personal dataheld by The Radio
Amateurs' Emergency Network should contact their own Zone
Coordinator. Thelatter fecility isnot alegal requirement, butisin
place for the benefit of members.

Bandpl an

The interests of RAYNET continue to be monitored by the
Emergency Planning Team on behalf of the Committee of
Management. Wehaveal ready had agood meetingwiththeRSGB,
and will continue to monitor and advise wherever possible. As
soonaswehavefull detail sof the proposed method of changeover,
announcements will be made on the 80m net and in RAY ~Link.

Interim Payment Calculator

Thischart showstheamount payabl einrespect of each opting-inmember
tocovertheperiodfrom 1st. June 1997 and thenext Membership Expiry

Per sonal Accident | nsur

: urther to our notificationsregarding personal accident
insurancelastyear, theNetwork has, throughthegood
officesof Paul Rigg, managedto obtainagood quotationwhich
reliesononly fivehundred memberstaking part.
Thedeathbenefitis£50,000for all membersandtotal temporary
disablementis£100.00 per week withasevenday excess. andis
payablefor upto52weeksfor personsunder theage of 75.
Hospital benefitfor over 75year old membersis£15.00 per day,
witha72hour excess, andispayableforupto26 weeks. The
policy will beoperational only whilemembersareengagedin
activitiesorganisedby theRadioAmateurs Emergency Network,
andthepremiumisonly £1.00 per member, plusinsurancetax.
Thefollowingdescribeshow you canjointhePersonal Accident
Schemearranged by the Committeeof Management following
requestsfrommembers.
TheCommittee of Management hashadtoresol vetheproblem
that theinsurerswill havean annual premiumrenewal date,
whereasgroupscanrenew onany monthfor eitheraoneortwo
year period. Thesolutionadoptedisdescribed bel ow:-
Thereisjustoneconditionthat hastobefulfilledforthisscheme
toprogress. Theremust beaminimum of 500 participantsonthe
start date of 1st. May 1997. In order that the necessary
administrativetaskscanbecarriedout, all applicationsmustbe
received at Hunters Moon by 2nd. April 1997. Should 500
properly compl eted applicationswitharemittancetocover the
period up to the next group renewal not bereceived, IT IS
UNLIKELY THAT THESCHEMEWILL GO AHEAD.
Oncetheschemeisestablished, Groupsmust add£1.05(£1.00
+|nsuranceTax) onannual registrationor £2.10inthecaseof two
year registrationsinrespect of each member optingintothe
scheme. Registrationformsandcover sheetswill bemodifiedto
takeaccountof this. If youareusingold paperwork, youmust
ensurethat your intentionsareclear and unambiguous.
Becausetheschemeisstartingon 1st. June, theproceduretocover
theperiod from 1st. June 1997 until your group’ sfollowing
renewal dateisasfollows:-
Findthedateof your renewal onthechart below. Read off the
amount alongside. Thisistheamountyouhavetopay for each
member optingintothePersonal Accident Scheme. If your group
registration expireson 31st. May, pleasesend £1.04for annual

renewalsor £2.08for twoyear renewal sinrespect of eachmember
optingintothescheme. These paymentsmust be
receivedat Hunter’ sMoonby 2nd. April if they are
tobecountedinthe500 minimumrequirement. Our
suggestion is for individual members to write
themselves, enclosingtheirfirstremittance. Thereafter,

Data
=4~ 2~

groupreturnswill bethenormal procedure.
Pleasenotethat thepremiumandtherateof insurance
Expiry Date  Amoynt Expiry Date | Amount Expifry tax(currently at 4% at 1st. June) can, and almost
Date ~ Amount certainly will, alterintime.
30 Jun 97 9p 31 Jul 97 18p | 31 Aug 97 26p Y ou, themembershaveaskedfor thisservice, please
30 Sep 97 35p | 310ct97 43p | 30Nov 97  52p co-operateto fulfil the conditionsrequired for a
31 Dec 97 61p | 31Jan 98 70p | 28 Feb 98 78p successful launch. Pleaseremember, if wedonothave
31 Mar 98 87p | 30 Apr98 95p | 31May98  £1.04 500fully completed applicationsby 2nd. April, we
30 Jun 98 £1.13] 31 Jul 98 £1.21] 31 Aug 98 £1.30 cannot guaranteethat theschemewill goahead.
30 Sep 98 £1.39] 31 Oct 98 £1.47] 30 Nov 98 £1.56 PLEASE DEAL WITH THISNOW!
31 Dec 98 £1.65 31 Jan 99 £1.73 28 Feb 99 £1.82
31 Mar 99 £1.91 30 Apr 99 £2.00
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Noel
Woolrych

Aut um Leaves
Exerci se

Oct 1996
his involved the North Wilts RAYNET Group whose
objectives were as follows:-

1. To test Call out from home.

2. To set up and test long distance voice radio links.

3. To set up and test long distance data links (packet) .

4. To work with other RAYNET Groups.

5. To foster good rel ationships with other agencies.

The Exercise Scenario was for an illegal Rave that would go
seriously wrong. TheWiltshirevillageof Coate, near Devizes, was
evacuated as part of a magjor county exercise for al emergency
serviceson Sunday 13th October. Itinvolved around 200 people
holding anillegal rave in the barn of alocal farm, when the roof
collapsed, blocking the entrance, trapping many of them in the
building. Using ladders the fire brigade had to rescue the party
goers, many of whom wereinjured, some seriously. Therewere
also several deaths among the casualties. To make matter worse,
two hours|ater, araver trying to get away fromthesitecrashed his
car into an LPG gastank and others accidentally drop acigarette
end into some straw setting fire to aggro-chemicals - resulting in
arelease of ammonium sulphate which leads to the village being
evacuated by the police. Casualties were assessed and then
despatched to the District Hospitals as necessary. There were 28
simulated deaths, 32 hospitalised, 10 stretcher cases and 10
walking wounded.

Communication links were needed to be established between the
incident site to the district hospitals at Swindon, Salisbury and
Bath. Communicationswereal so needed at the County Ambulance
HQwhere (unknowntous) thecommunicationshadreally failed
(the control head had gone down) and the County Ambulance
Major Incident Forward Control Unit. Linkswere also provided
between the site and Kennet District Council and County Hall
along with local links to the Survivor Centre and Rest Centres.
Weweretasked to man and assi st the District Council SEmergency
Support Unit. However, the best laid plans do not always go
according to the script. Someone forgot to call it out! And then
whenweapproached theincident sitethe policeroad block waved
us through and held back the ESU as it had not received police
clearanceto goontothesite. Soright fromthestart wewere split
up. If that werenot enoughthismulti-task unitanditslittlebrother
had to be totally abandoned on the site due to its proximity to the
leaking L PG gastank, soall commshad to go through our control
vehicle. Never-the-lessin the true spirit of RAYNET we coped
with all the little wobblies they threw into the system!

Asif thiswerenot enough an road tanker carrying liquid chlorine
crashed in the village of Broad Hinton, just south of Swindon
taking out the telephone lines, requiring an additional radio link
between the village Post Office and Kennet District Council.
Thislarge scale operation involved around 300 policeofficers, 75
firefightersand around 60 staff fromthe ambulanceserviceaswell
asofficersand councillorsfromtheDistrict and County Councils.
In the background were members of the Casualties Union and
many students from the local Colleges of Further Education and
secondary school 6th Form who played the parts of casualties,
party goersand PressMedia Teams. Alsoinvolved, wereDevizes
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Community Advisors, who, along with others, flooded the police
enquiry linetryingtofind out what had happenedtotheir relatives.
There were over 1000 people participating in the exercise which
ontheday lasted for six hours, but afurther two daysfor some of
the players dealing with the paperwork and mortuary procedures.
TheRed Cross, St John Ambulance Brigadeand 3hospital medical
teams also took part.

RAYNET involvement was crucia to the success of this event
since the County Controller along with members of SW.Hants
Group provided the all important Safety and Directing Staff Net
on behalf of the organisers. For our part we were assisted by
members of the Avon Area Group with members of Dorset on
stand-by to assist if necessary and members of SWERV (South
West Emergency RadioVolunteers). Messagesweresuccessfully
exchanged between the site and the hospitals by voice and packet
and between al the other centresinvolved. To facilitate thiswe
had to employ manned inband and hilltop crossband talkthrough
units plus digipeaters.

Therewereintotal 48 RAY NET operatorsand ZC ChrisHampson
and his son, with local actor George Baker (better known as
Inspector Wexford) playing the part of a Government minister
visiting the site and giving a mock press interview.

I must commend the police officer who correctly identified us as
acomms unit and directed usto themiddle of the collection area
“and at least 30 metres from the nearest other comms vehicle”.
However, thefina commentsmust be“ find out wherethehelicopters
arelikely toland!”. They arevery noisy when they operate from
just behind you!! And we had to suffer two of them landing and
taking off fromjust behind us. Andif youwant to beahead of the
rest have an operator on the top of anearby hill who, with the aid
of binoculars, cantell you exactly what isgoing on below him that
no one else can see -“cheating” as the Health Authority EPO
commented - “using initiative” | replied!

Helpline

For Sal e.

30ft. Tennamast trailer mast, four year’ sold, surplustorequirements
of theClydeCoast RAYNET Group. Ithasbeenwell looked after,
and the asking price is £1200 or near offer. The new cost today
would be£2300. It might be possibleto deliver themast or at |east
meet somewhere by arrangement.

Contact thegroup controller, Wm. McLaren, GM4SVW on 01475
635 462.

Equi pnrent Want ed.

The Rev.Graham J. Smith (G4NMD), is looking for surplus
Computers for use at a primary School. Should you heard of
anybody that hasany and would liketo donate them to the School,
he can be contacted on CompuServe 100712.2642, or through
Madeley Smith, ZC9.

| nf ormati on Requi r ed.

Madeley Smith, ZC9 islooking for information on how to return
an Epson Portable Computer Model HX-20toitsoriginal state. At
themoment it hasasdlf adhesiveoverlay marked British Telecomm
CM6000 and was used as a hotel room phone charging system.
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