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Statement on the Network’s Relationship with the RSGB.

TheRadio Amateurs’ Emergency Network has, for over ayear, triedto establish
agoodworkingrel ationshipwiththeRadio Soci ety of Great Britain. Unfortunately
our requests for ajoint policy statement, and our offer to make a presentation
on the work of the Network to Council have not been accepted, and the
Committee of Management are concerned that |ong-term damageisbeing done
toRAY NET whichprovidesapublicservicetothe United Kingdomthrough our
User Services, who have on several occasions expressed concern at the rift
which is evident between different factions of RAYNET.

Two weeks ago Ron Cowan, the Chairman of the Radio Amateurs' Emergency
Network, and Ray Webb, theNetwork’ sTreasurer, met with Peter Sheppard, the
President of the Radio Society of Great Britain to discuss how the Network and
theRSGB couldwork closely together tofurther theaimsof RAY NET. Agreement
wasreached that ajoint working party beformedtolook at theway forward, with
thefirst meeting proposed for Saturday 15th. June. Peter Sheppard agreedto put
thisto the RSGB Council at their meeting on Saturday 25th. May.

After thismeeting, RSGB Council intimated to the Network that it iswilling to
meet, but not until after it holdsa RAYNET open meeting in September. The
Committee of Management, while pleased that there now appearsto be away
forward, isdismayed at thisfurther delay in bringing thetwo “sides” together,
whichwill now amount to eighteen months, particularly asthe User Servicesare
reguestingthat RAY NET speakswith onevoice, and consegquently the Committee
of Management has suggested that the proposed September meeting bejointly
hosted by the Radio Soci ety of Great Britainand theRadio Amateurs’ Emergency
Network, ensuring as good an attendance as possible.

The Committee of Management has issued this statement to its members
because a commitment was given by it at the Network’s Annual General
Meetingsin both 1994 and 1995 that all possible stepswould betakento bring
RAY NET together againand, despiteall theNetwork’ seffortsintheintervening
time, little progress has been seen to be made and it is now obvious that little
progresscanbemadebeforeour AGM inNovember 1996. Webelievethat there
is willing on both “sides” but we do dismay at the time taken to rectify the
situation.

Beaconsfield. 1st. June 1996
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. VASEC Tabl e
Exer ci se: Top Exercise -
31 March 1996

lan Jackson
Talk-Through
Coordinator

Ch no you
CAN' T !I:

orthumberland EPU hosted an exercise at Morpeth
Fire Brigade Headquarterson Sunday 31 March 1996
from 0900 until 1230 PM.

Thescenarioinvolvedatraincrashwhichdamagedabridge
and caused a road vehicle accident involving a coach
carrying 47 Spanish holidaymakers. The locomotive was
derailed and the first wagon was damaged allowing a
dangerous chemical to spill. Thechemical would react with
water toreleaseatoxicgas. Rainwasforecast for laterinthe
day.

The participants were the Police, Fire Brigade and County
Ambulanceservice, StJohn, BritishRed Cross, WRV S and
RAYNET. The scenario was unfolded gradually, and
arrangements were made for the evacuation of ahousing
estate and ahospital. Each organisation provided areport
on its resources and action at each stage. As the scene
developed, different requirements were noted and met.

RAY NET wasnot expectedtowork withinhazardousareas.
Flexibility of communications was the keynote, and all
communication needs could be met from local resources,
backed upby surroundinggroups. It appearedthat RAYNET
could be activated very rapidly in comparison with other
voluntary servicesbhecausethemembershaveequipment at
home and in their vehicles. In addition the ability to call
groups from the surrounding areas quickly was seento be
a significant factor in providing a speedy and adequate
response. Theother serviceshad not appreci ated theextent
to which RAYNET could support them. The WRVS for
example felt that they would rely heavily on RAYNET as
their own communications consisted of only two mobile
phones. Themechanismsfor call out and the effect of other
commitmentson each organi sationwereexpl ored, together
with time scales to respond to acall out.

Deployment of operators at the scene, assisting with
evacuation, at rest centresand hospitalsand at astandby
locationwerediscussed, and the use of packet for casualty
listswasnoted. RAY NET would also be present at “ Silver
Control” sothat any unexpected communication need could
beaddressedimmediately. A stand by netwouldbeactivated
so that resources which were not yet deployed could be
organised without interfering with traffic on the main
operating frequency. It was also noted that deployment
couldalso bespeeded up by usingresourcesfromlocations
closeto siteswhich might be somedistancefromthescene.
For exampleoperatorsfromthe Tynesidegroup could cover
hospitalsin Newcastle.

The scenario extended over 50 hours before the situation
couldreturntonormal. Thequestion of relief shiftsandthe
logisticsof bringing operatorsover greater distanceswas
examined. Finaly RAYNET was asked what the effect
would be of a simultaneous Radio Rally on the service
provided. Theanswer was" None- astheemergency would

takpriority!”

T heUseof Unattended Tak-ThoughinaVehicle.

It may beslightly reassuringtotheRA that all their effortsin
producingBR68havenot beentotally invain, althoughsome
amateurswhoHAYV Ereadthebookl et may havebeensel ectivein
their understanding!

Recently | wasaskedtocomment ontheuseof adual bandrigin
avehicleas" personal talk-through”. Y ouknow thesort of thing,
youparkyour carinalayby, putupaantennaonabigmast, switch
therigtotalk-throughandgowal k-about withahandheldleaving
thevehicleunattended. It’ savery temptingideaand |’ msure
many amateurs, letaloneRAY NET members, will havethought
about doingitandasignificant number will actual ly havetriedit.

Likeall “goodthings’ thereareseveral reasonswhy youshouldn’t
doit.

Firstandforemost - ITISILLEGAL..

Y esl know BR68, clause2(4)b, saysyou canremotely control
your MainStationandastationataTemporary L ocation,BUT
a) A Temporary L ocationhasan address, you canpost al etter
toit! NoteventoRoyal Mail woulddelivertoalayby, would
they? “DoesitHaveapostcode, guv?’

b) Clause1(11) containsthedefinitionsof thetypesof amateur
stationsandclearly statesanythinginavehicle, of any description,
isSMOBILE.

c) Evenifyoucouldarguethatyour carinalayby constitutesa
Temporary L ocation, there' sanother bit of BR68which causes
practical difficulties. TheRFonthecontrol frequency must not
beallowedtoradiatebeyondtheboundary of thepremisesin
whichthestationissituated. Theonly boundary avehiclehasis
itsbodywork sothisal onewould preventahand hel dbeingused
tocontrol thevehicleequi pment, unlessyouwereactually sitting
IN thevehicle. Thisrather defeatsthewhol eidea!

d) Wouldyoureally want toleaveyou valuablecar andrig
unattended, clearly markedas" somethingspecial” by abigmast?
Anunbeliveableinvitationtoevery passing crook!

Andthentherearethepractical reasonsagainstANY unattended
Tak-Through.

a) Itonly takesonetransmitter toblock theentireoperation.
Thereissomuchstray RFthesedays, wouldany responsible
Controller wanttotaketherisk?Acidental jammingisjust as
distructiveasdeliberateinterference.

b) A well sited Talk-Throughrigisactually transmittingmorethan
theControl Station, ononeor other band. Thisrapidly drainsa
car battery sounlessyou haveaspare, youmay findyourself
wal king homeafter theevent!

Sothereyou haveit. Six reasonsfor not using Talk-Throughin
your car but themost fundamental reasonis“youcan’tdoit
becausethelicencedoesn’ t specifically say youcan”!

If your groupusesTal k-Throughand needsapermitwritetome
fordetailsandanapplicationform. Don’ tforgettoenclosean
SAE!
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Event

Report:

Weldex Rally 1996 - 11 May

LIAASd S

I supposeit wasjust adesireto get away from my normal
pressuresfor seventy twohoursthatinduced metoagreeto
hel ptheWest of ScotlandgroupstocovertheWeldex Rally on4th
May.

Let mesay that | waslooking forwardtotheoperation. | was
lookingforwardtoseeinghow RAY NET wouldtackleadifferent
typeof operationinvery differentterrain. Onelook at themap
of South Argyll will show mountainsrisingfromsealevel toa
height of 2500feet and more. Thiswasclearly goingtobearadio
engineering challengewhichwasnot madeany easier by the
variousstagesof theral ly extending over adistanceof forty miles
or so.

| donot proposetogiveablow-by-blow (or shoulditbeablow-
outandroll-over) account of therally itself. Somebody el sehas,
| amsure, already donethat. | apol ogisetoreaderswhoundertake
coverageof ralliesaspart of their normal RAY NET operations.
Verybriefly therally, withafield of eighty or soentrantswasrun
over sevenstages, eachof sixtotenmilesdurationover forestry
roads. Most of theRAY NET operatorswereassigned totwo
stagesduringthecourseof theday . Eachstagehadthreeoperators,
oneassignedtothestart of stage, onetothefinishof stageanda
third operator accompani edthestagedoctor.

Duringtheday it seemed quitenormal thattwoor threecarsran
out of road or overturned without significant damagetotheir
crews, althoughthesamecouldnot besaidfor thevehicles. My
second assignment wasstart of stageoperator for thefinal Stage
7.Whenabout half thefield had been despatched at oneminute
interval sthepriority call cameto“ Stopthestage” . Thedoctorin
aRangeRover and theambulanceentered thestageandthe

remaining competitorswaited. The Safety Officer (GM4SRL)
andtheClerk of theCoursewerequickly calledandenteredthe
stagefromamidpointat thetop of theRest & beThankful. The
full rescuesgquadsarrivedat thesceneinunder nineminutesfrom
theinstructionto stopthestage, and quietly and efficiently
carried out therescue operation, removing the crew to hospital
wherethey weredetained overnight, but rel eased thenext day.
Excellent operatingby Stuart, GM7RUD, at thescenekept Rally
HQawareof everythingwhichwashappeningat theincident.In
theeventthestagewascancelledduetodamagetothecourseat
abadbendoverabridge.

All thisisaleaduptoaseriouspoint| wouldliketomake. On
an event such asthis, course marshalsarekeento get any
informationabout anincident. Thisisparticularly sowhenthe
crewinvolvedaremembersof thesameautoclubasthemarshals,
asinthecaseof my stage. Itisthereforeimperativethat wemust
beextremely careful what issaidover theair. | couldonly work
thecontrol stationfromthat|ocation. Thewaitingmarshal sheard
thephrase” next of kin” andfromthat deducedthat therewasa
fatality. Only very quick action stopped that piece of
unsubstantiatedinformationtravellinglikeabushfire! Although
thewordswere part of amessagefrom the Club Secretary,
overheardatthestart of thestage, they couldwell havestarted
apanicifitwasnot for thequick thinking operator who saidto
all towait for thefull messageandnottojumptoconclusions.

Thetask of aRAY NET operatorisnoteasy. | trequirescontinual
trai ningsothat guardingagainstindiscreet transmi ssionsbecomes
automatic. | fweareseriousinouramtoprovideaprofessional
standard of servicetheneachoneof usmustcritically question
our ownoperatingability. DuringtheWeldex Rally thestandard
of operatingwasprofessional andacredittoRAY NET andits
members. Well doneLiam, GM4VY Q, and all theRAYNET
memberswhotook part.

largeScoutingevent, with Saf ety cover being provided by
theLeicester RAYNET Groupisbeingrunduringthe
period of 27th. to 28th. September.

Theeventisanight hike, involving over thirty teamsof scouts(a
total of over 150youngsters) ontwosix milecourses. Theevent
isheldnear L ei cester andfood duringthenight and breakfastwill
beprovided.

A campingareaisavailableif anyonewishesto‘ gettheir head
down’ aftertheevent, beforereturninghome.

If youareinterestedinhel pingtheteamwiththislargeoperation,
pleasecontact JimAndrews @GB7NLH or at POBox 4, Coshy,
Leicester.
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Event Scouts in Commi t nent : | We All Agree!
Lial - Lelcester
LI\ ! H-

oticedintheEaster editionof Talkthrough, theNewsl etter
for SouthWest L ondon, apleafromtheheartwithwhich
all controllerswouldagree!

“Thereisatendency for somememberstoavoid committing
themselvespositivelyforaneventandthentocomplainthatthey
havenotbeenincludedintheplans.

Comeonfellahs, play thegame.

Event planningishardenoughwithout movingthegoal posts.
Giveusabreak anddon’t muck about! If youareavailable, say
soinplenty of time.”

Now, wherehaveweall heardthat before?
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David

Young GLADW

NMNenmbher s

Steve, G4EKM

Mount ai n
Sunder land Group

Activities

herecanbevery few peoplewhowerenot shocked and

angered by recent eventsinDunblane, whichledtothetragic
deathsof somany youngsters. What, youmay ask, hasthisto
dowithRAYNET? Simply that each Group Management
Committeehasaduty of caretoitsmembers. “That’ sobvious”,
| canhear yousaying, “ wenever send our young membersout
unaccompanied.”
I wouldliketosuggest that thisisnot good enough. | know that
relatively few groupshavejunior members. For thosethat do, |
wouldliketocommendthefoll owingguidelineswhich havebeen
culledasaresult of several yearsexperienceasaScout L eader.
Incidentally, The Scout Association carriesalargevolumeof
informationon*“unsuitable” persons. WeinRAY NET, donot
havesuchinformationandthereforethereisan extraduty of
vigilanceplaced onthoseinauthority.
* Never send young membersout unaccompanied. Fairly
obvious.
* Neverroster ayoungster withjust oneother member unless
they arebloodrelations (father/son, uncle/nephew etc.).

Regrettably, thereareunsavoury and dangerouspeopl eout
there, aseventsinDunblane havetestified. How canyou, as
Group Controller, besureyouhaven’tgotonesuchperson in
your Group?

Lessobviousisthesad fact that from timetotime. young
peopleclaimtohavebeenabusedorinterferedwith. Anadulton
his/her ownhasnochanceof refutingsuchallegations. |t matters
notwhether theallegationbetrueor fal se, theaccusedand his
groupwouldbe ruined. Therefore,inall other cases, thejunior
member should berosteredwith at | east two adult members,
preferably of thesamesex.

RAYNET Supplies.

‘or personal reasons, Peter Enfield, theprevioussupplies
Foffi cer,hashadtostanddown,andRAY NET Supplies
hasnow moved back to Suffolk, intothecareof Barbara
Slater, G6XY X, whowasresponsibleforitsinitial success.
Helping Barbarawill beRay Waller, GGHGD, towhom all
ordersshouldbesent. A new orderformcanbefoundinthis
editionof RAY ~Link. TheCommittee of Management
wouldliketothank Peter Enfieldfor hiswork withRAY NET
Suppliesinthepastyear,andhopesthat Peterwill findmore
timefor our enjoyablehobby inthefuture.

Shouldtherebeany outstandingorderswhichhaveslipped
throughthenetduringthechangeover, pleasedothefollowing
toensurethat everythingflowssmoothly.

1.1f youhaveanoutstanding completeorder, pleasedrop
alinetoRonCowan, GM4SRL, at 85EastwoodmainsRoad,
Clarkston, Glasgow, G76 7THG, or tel ephonehimon
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heCity Of SunderlandRAY NET groupislookingfor help

withaMountainActivitiesChallengeweekendduringthe
period 12th.to 14th. July. Themanpower requirementfor this
eventisvery high,andoffersof hel pwill bemostwel come. There
areavariety of positionswhichrequiretobefilledand operators
will bematchedtoensurethat they areslottedintoapointwhich
istoo physically demanding. Thiswill bedoneby sendinga
questionnairetoall thosewhooffertohelp.

Theeventiscentredaround Hartsop, near Ambleside, andisin
support of anannual Scout Associationevent. Theareacovered
extendsfrom CalfhowsPikeinthenorthtoWansfell Pikeinthe
South. Theareaincludesfifty sevenpeaks, ninegatesandfive
campsites.

Theai mof theexerciseisto providecommunicationstoensure
that Scout L eadersareabl etoadequately control their eventinthe
mountainsof theLakeDistrict thusensuringthesafety of all
Scoutstaking part, and to provide communicationsto assi st
members

of thepublicwhomay beindifficulties.

Theprincipletrainingobjectiveswill includethedepl oyment of
operatorsincluding navigationand mapreading; messagehandling
andlargegroupworking; planningandengineering; traininganew
teamonsettingupandworkingatal kthrough unitand ensuring
familiarisationwiththecurrent version of thegroup’ slogging
systemandradioprocedures.

Radiocoverageisrequiredfrombasetoall gatesand campsites
andinadditionacompetent hill walker isrequiredtoassistwith
any searches. Mobileswill al sobeneeded, however themajority
of operatorswill beneededtobeabl etogotoremotecheck points
onfoot.

0141-620 1000, or fax to 0141-638 0732, or e-mail to
100525,2320@compuserve.co.uk.

2.1fyouhaveapart order outstandingwhich hasbeenpaid
for, pleasecontact BarbaraSlater, G6XY X, at 47 Broom
Road, L akenheath, Brandon, Suffolk 1P279EZ, Tel ephone
01842 860 475.

3. Ifyouhaveapart order outstandingforwhicharefund
wasissued, pleasere-ordertoRay Waller, GGHGD onthe
attached order form.

TheCommitteeof Management apol ogisesthat this
changeisnecessary, but, attheend of theday, weareall
volunteers with varying amounts of free time, and
circumstancesunfortunately vary withoutwarning. We
are confident that Barbara and Ray will soon have
RAY NET Suppliesback tonormal withagood quick
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Sedber gh

Radi o Ray GOBDA

Pr o] ect

hetownof Kendal islocatedinavalley, andtheKendal

Mountain Searchand Rescue Teamhavetheir HQinthe
town, withalocal aerial onthebuilding, plusaremoteaerial, on
amast on highground sometwomilestotheEast.

During1995theteamwerereviewingthel ocationof their aerials
andtheoffer of analternativesite. Becauseof their connections
with South L akeland Raynet Group, SueBrooksG1IGCisa
member of bothteamsand her husband Rob G6Y CM isour
technical man, Robwasaskedtoadvise KM SRT, hencethe
Sedbergh Radio projectwasborn.

Robdrew upacomprehensivesurvey proposal whichinvolved
SL RG membersusing4mequi pment, bothmobileand handhel d.
4m being thenearest amateur frequenciesto those used by
KMSRT. Aerialsand output powersused al so being similar.
Somethirty, approx, check pointswereidentified by KM SRT,
andsignal strengthtestsbetweenthesepointsandtheexistingand
alternativeremote aerialswere carried out ontwo separate
occasions. Thereport of thetestswassubmittedto KM SRT.

Anoffer of another alternativeremotesitewasthenmade, anda
further survey planned. Thisshould havetaken placeinJanuary
1996, but at thetime deep snow caused apostponement. This
time SLRG membersweremadeoneday membersof KM SRT,
andused KM SRT transceiversandfrequencies, but using2mfor
inter-SL RG comms. Thesitelooked asthoughit might betoo
good, sothreeaerial sweremountedat different heightsonthe
RAY NET mast atthetest site, and checkswerefirstcarried out,
usingthethreeaerials,withother MRteamsover awideareato
evaluatepossibleco-channel problems. Next, testsweremade
withthemobilesandal sohandportables. ExerciseControlleron
eachoccasionwasSLRG GroupController MikeDaviesG6I PN,
whowaskeptfairly busy. Deputy GC Gordon Chapman G1IIE
providedavaluablelink between KM SRT baseandtheaerial site.
Theresultsof all thesetestsare now with KM SRT for their
consideration. For SLRGmembers,ithasbeenaveryinteresting
andworthwhileexercise.

Under gr ound | InNewcastle

Tunnel Radio Mapping.

ynesideRAY NET hascarried out radio path mapping

exercisesunderground. Theintentionistodiscoverthe
coverageon 70cmwithin thetunnel sof Newcastle’ sMetro
system.
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Gener al

1996 Annual

ovisional noticeisgiventhatthe1996 AGM will beheldon
Saturday 9th. November inDurham. Final detailshavestill
tobearranged, but thisannouncement will allow membersto
pencil thedateintheir diariesnow, thus, hopefully, ensuringa
largeattendance.

Mr Greg Rei 1 ly-Cooper - GOMAM

t has been brought to the attention of the Committee of
Management that Mr. Greg Reilly-Cooper, GOMAM, is
purportingtorepresentthewholeof RAY NET andhasplaceda
noticetothat effect onan I nternet page.

TheCommitteeof ManagementwishesittobeknownthatMr.
Reilly-Cooper hasnoauthoritytorepresenttheRadioAmateurs’
Emergency Network, andthattheNetwork doesnotwishhimto
doso. Furthermore, wewill not shareinformationregardinggroup
orindividual membershipdetailswithMr. Reilly-Cooper,andwe
haveat notimegivenhimany groupdetailsotherthanthosewith
whichhewasconcernedwhileacting ascollator for theRadio
Society of Great Britain' sCal lbook inhiscapacity astheEmergency
Communications Officer for theRSGB. Thisinformationat all
timesremainedtheproperty of theNetwork, andwehaveasked
the Radio Society of Great Britainto ensurethat Mr. Reilly-
Cooper nolonger holdsany detail sregarding Network Groups.

TheNetworkis, however, happy to sharegroup membership
detailswiththe Radio Society of Great Britainfor useinthe
callbook, andispleasedthat thisarrangement exists. Atatime
whentheNetwork andthe Radio Society of Great Britainhave
expressed awishtowork togetherinRAY NET, thesetting up of
athirdfaction of RAY NET under theguiseof the UK Radio
Society isunnecessary and undesirable.

Mr. Reilly-Cooper previously upset al ot of membershy circulating
inaccurateletterswhileoverstepping hisremit asEmergency
Communi cations Officer for theRadio Society of Great Britain,
sometimesstating, ascircumstancesdictated, that hewasacting
onbehal f of theRSGB andat other timesthat hewasworkingon
hisowninitiative“onbehalf of RAYNET.” BoththeRadio
Society of Great Britainandthe Radio Amateurs' Emergency
Network elect their respectivecommitteesby and fromtheir
memberships, andthisformof self-el ected“loosecannon” canno
longer gounchallenged.
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night-time exercisein Dalby Forest turned into alive
A incident involving the police when North Y orkshire
RAY NET membersdiscoveredawalker’ scar withamessagethat
suggestedtheowner couldbeoverdueandintrouble.

Andrew White(G7AUP) of theRyedalegroup had devised a
challengingexercise- cryptically advertisedinadvanceasa“ mid-
airtraincrash” -whichwasdesignedtotest nightnavigationina
denseforest environment and provide somevoiceprocedure
practice.

Forestry Commi ssionpermissionwasobtai nedtoplaceanumber
of devicesconsistingof battery powered clustersof pulsingneon
lightsinremoteareasof theforest. They wereputinplacebefore
dusk on February 24 and theexercisebeganat 1700.

RAY NET membersfromtheRyedal e, Richmondand Scarborough
groupswerebriefed by aChief Inspector of Police-aliasAlan
Linfoot (G1UVK). They weretold aHerculesC130transport
aircrafthadcrashedintheforestandthepoliceneededhelptofind
itscrew of sixandunidentifieditemsof potentially dangerous
cargo.

A relay wasestablished at thehighest pointintheforest, which
extendsover 60 squaremiles, andteamsof twoweresentinto
designated areasto carry out asearchwithout beingtold exactly
what they werelookingfor. Someareascontained theneon
beaconsandotherswereempty.

A11830Scarboroughcontroller Roger Ingle(G7TMZE) andL es
Ward(GOPRI) reportedfindingaFord Fiestaparkedwell off the
forestry road. Thevehiclewassecureand had anoteonits
windscreensaying: “ Gonewalking. Back soon.’’

M ost of thebeaconshad beenfound andteamswerelooking
forwardtoadjourningtothepubfor ameal andadrink whenit
wasrealisedthat theFiestawasstill parkedinthesameplace. A
closeexaminationshowedithadatol | roadticket onthewindscreen
indicatingithad enteredtheforest at 1507.

Itwasafter 2100and memberswereworriedthat thewal ker could
belyinginjuredintheforestinsub-zerotemperatures. A cellphone
call wasmadetotheNorth Y orkshirePolicecontrol room at
Whitby whereofficersshared RAYNET’ sconcern.

Thecar wasregisteredtoanowner livinginHull, 40 milesaway,
andpoliceasked RAY NET tobeginasearch of theforest around
theparkedcar whilethey madeinquirieswithrelatives.

Theseestablishedthattheowner hadintended campingovernight
intheforestandafter aconferencewiththepolice,whosentan
officer tothescene, it wasagreed that thebal ance of probability
wasthat thewalker wassafe. By thenthepubsandfishandchip
shopshad shut, but atleast RAY NET had established somenew
police contacts!

Brian, GORHI, County Controller, North Y orks.
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For est ] New Cathy Clark
Exercise | om0l Tr ai ni ng GIGH
Cour se

heTraining Schemehasbeenaroundforoverayear now,and

hopefully youhavehadachancetoseeitandtryitout. If
youhavetriedit, | hopeithasbeenhelpful. If youhavenotyet
seen or tried it out, then maybe this course maybejust the
encouragementyouneed.

Whentheschemewaslaunched, weonly offeredacourseforthe
Training Co-ordinators, toget familiar withthescheme, sothey
couldstarttheball rollingintheir owngroups. Wearepl easedthat
thesecourseshavebeenvery successful inmorewaysthanthat.
Someattendeeswent back totheir groupswith“ discovered”
skills, totakeonnew challenges, apparently not appropriateto
theirperceived“ qualifications’,andvery successfullytoo. Whilst
notthepurposeof thecoursesweran, itjust goesto show that
if peopleareexposedtonew ideas, and areenthused, they will
extendthemsel vestobecomemoreeffective.

What moreof atestamenttotrainingcouldtherebe. Aspreviously
statedthesecourseswereonlytoinformtheTC’s. Therewasno
specifictrainingfor theindividual member. Thiswasadeliberate
policy, asthe scheme was designed to be capabl e of local
implementationutilisingthecurrent skill swithintheorganisation,
andformal trainingwasnot consideredessential attheearly stage.
ThisgavetheTraining Teamtimetoreview andrefinethescheme
and associated presentationsandtolook at the possibility of
providingsomecentralisedformal training.

Theresultisthatwearenow pleasedtobeabletooffer aweekend
residential coursefor membersaspiringtoprovideOperations
Management Team (OMT) functionality. CourseGoals: To
provideattendeeswithafull appreciation of theroleof theOMT.
Togiveeachattendeeacomprehensiveappreciationof aspecific
role, theappropriateskills and arangeof techniqueswhichwill
assisttheminperformingthisrolewhenthey returntotheir group.

Thecoursewill takeplaceat the Emergency Planning College,
Easingwoldfrom15-17 November 1996 andthecoursefeewill
beL 50. Placesarelimitedto30delegates, soapplicationswill be
treatedonafirst come, first servedbasis.

The demand is expected to be high, so early applicationis
advisable. Applicationformsandfurther coursedetailscanbe
obtainedby sendingansaeto: RAY NET National Training Team,
PO Box 2, Chinnor, Oxon., OX94SR
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