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RAYNET News

Broadcasts

Nat i onal :

Operation

Enmer gency: RAYWATER

newsscriptisprepared every week of theyear for
A transmissionfor the information of all RAYNET
membersin the UK.
The standard news transmission contains items of topical
news together with an extract from the National Diary of
Events covering the coming two or three week period.
Itemsfor consideration for inclusion in the script should
besubmittedto Ron Cowan, GM4SRL by 18:00hrs. onthe
Wednesday before the transmission date. Itemsreceived
after thistimewill be held for the following week’ s news
unlessthecontentisurgent, inwhichcaseevery effortwill
be madetoincludeit as alate item the same week.
Thetransmission scheduleis: Sunday 0830 Local timeon
3.663Mhz LSB Thereafter Packet Bulletin addressed
RAYNET @GBR, oftenintwoparts. Copiesof thecurrent
and recent news bulls are also stored in files area of
GB7NRC. Thereafter E:Mail to Compuserve and Internet
distribution list.
Thescriptsfor thecurrent monthappearintheBBSinFiles
area No 2, and abridged versions of current and recent
appear inthe Newsarea. Groupsare encouraged to usethe
items of newsin their own local netsand newsletters.
The duty News Readers and their stand-by readersfor the
next few weeks are as follows:-
The duty rota is prepared and managed by Eric Walton
G4FSN, andvolunteerstojointhat rotashould contact Eric
at:- 44 St Leonards Avenue, Lostock, Bolton, BL6 4JE.
Tel: 01204 691536.
For thosewith Newsitems, contact detailsfor GM4SRL is
as follows:-Ron Cowan, GM4SRL, 85 Eastwoodmains
Road, Clarkston, Glasgow, G76 7HG.
Home Tel:- 0141-620 1000. Fax:- 0141-638-0732.
Packet @ GB7SRL.
Items for the National Diary should be sent to
Geoff Griffiths, G3STG, 11, The Grove, Asfordby, Melton
Mowbray, LE14 3UF
Home Tel: 01664 812020 (FAX - call first please)
Packet: @GB7NRC
E:Mail: 100072.2021@compuserve.com

Assi st ance] What do You Do?

Every sooften, the Radio Amateurs’ Emergency Network requires
the services of aprofessional. It could be alawyer, ajournalist,
an accountant, an insurance broker, atravel agent, etc. etc. One
thing, however, isthat when we need their services, it isusualy
immediately, rather than in the next few months!

If you would be willing to act on our behalf, please drop a brief
noteto Ron Cowan, theChairman, TheRadio Amateurs Emergency
Network, 85 EastwoodmainsRoad, Clarkston, GLASGOW G76
7THG stating where your expertise lies. This list will be kept
confidential, and detail swill not berel eased either tothemembership
or to outside bodies.
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Renfrewshire, took part inthisunusual operation
for five days at the beginning of January.
Thethaw whichfollowedthebig Christmasfreeze, brought
many problems of its own, including burst water mains
which caused suppliesto housesto be cut off. The Social
Work Department of Strathclyde Regional Council was
inundatedwithrequestsforwater fromvulnerablemembers
of the public. In some cases, the water was off for upto a
week, and owingtotherisk of freezing, bowserscould not,
as would normally be the case, be used in the streets.
Members of the public were encouraged to collect their
ownwater from nominated centresthroughout theregion,
but therewere, of course, many who were unableto do so,
including old age pensioners, the sick, single parent
familieswithyoung children. Where possibl e, neighbours
helped a lot, but never-the-less, “Operation Raywater”

proved both necessary, and successful.

Callsweretaken by the Social Work Standby Unit andthe
requestswereimmediately faxed tothe RAYNET Control
Room who dispatched the nearest vehicleto the housein
question. Depending upon the circumstances,
householders were each given between five and twenty
fivelitres of water in plastic containers.

Mr. Neil Mclntosh, Chief Executiveof StrathclydeRegion,
thanked all theRAY NET memberswho, over thefiveday
period, gavetheir timeto help those who had to make use
of theserviceinwhat was, at thetime, amgjor crisisintheir
daily lives

T hreeRAY NET Groups, Ayrshire, ClydeCoastand

Geoff
Tel ephone Griffiths,
BBS: 63SH5

The Telephone BBS is attracting more users, especially
now that the new modem is up and running, as thistable

W/C 20 W/C 4 Dec W/C 1 Jan
Nov.
Contacts 67 94 85
Individuals 16 20 18
V34 28,800 bps with - 4 1
error correction
V32, 14,400 bps - 10 12
with error correction

2400 bps 15 4 5

1200 bps 1 2

shows:-

Messages generally have said things like “now we can
sensibly make use of the material in an effective way”.

If youhavenottriedthetelephoneBBSyet, giveitaphone
on 01296 39 37 37.
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Ener gency: | FifeFlooding

Renfrewshire

Ener gency: Flooding

hrs. on Saturday 23rd. December by the Fife

Emergency Planning Unit and asked to mobilise
the EPU Communications and Support Unit Vehicletoa
forward control point on Kirkcaldy esplanade where
flooding had occurred in the early hours of the morning.
Homes and business premises had been flooded dueto a
hightideand strongwindswhichdrovethewater over the
twoseawalls. Thenext hightidewasdue onthe Saturday
afternoonwithaneven higher tideexpected onthe Sunday
morning at 03:45 hrs. although much would depend on
thewind speed and direction at that time. Higher flooding
would meanthepossibleevacuation of peoplefromabout
150 homes, and some of these were in a sheltered home
complex housing many elderly and infirm people.
RAY NET waskept busy with the Regional and EPO radio
systems as well as the phones and fax in the vehicle.
RAY NET radiosystemswereusedtoupdatethoseRAY NET
members on standby and to request supplies of necessary
items at the vehicle.
Thankfully aslight change in wind direction meant that
thefloodsat the subsequent hightideswerenot ashighas
they could have been, and evacuation was unnecessary.
The Communications and Support Unit was stood down
at 05:00 hrs. on the Sunday morning, with just enough
time to catch some sleep before the mad last minute
Christmas shopping rush!
The Group received aletter of thanks from Mr. Gordon
Jacobs, the Fife Regional Emergency Planning Officer.

T he Fife RAYNET Group was called out at 08:40

The Renfrewshire RAYNET Group, 12/SC/321,

were called out to assist Renfrew District Council
the thaguvithgch followed the Christmas freeze on Sunday
31st. December 1995. The District Council had been
operating their Direct Works control room for acouple of
days, anditwasobviousfromthevolumeof calls, (between
four and six calls per minute) that additional resources
wouldberequired. It wasdecided to openthe Emergency
Centreinthemain Council building and open someof the
lines from the Emergency Communications Network to
take the overflow from the Direct Works Department.
RAYNET were asked to provide a link between the
Emergency Centre and the Direct Works Dept., feeding
callsreceived inthemain building into the Direct Works
Control system.
Group Controller Danny Madden, GM10GZ, receivedthe
initial call at 11:30 hrs. and the link was up and running
by 13:00 hrs. Calls were received from members of the
public, councillors, and Strathclyde Police who had
themselvesbeen called by many residentswhowereunable
to reach the usual points of contact owing to the
extraordinarily high volume of calls.
Thiswasthefirst timetheRenfrewshire Group hadworked
fortheDistrict Council inearnest, althoughagoodworking
relationship had already been established over the past
few yearswhenthegroup covered opendaysfor the Parks
Department, aswell ascyclerunsand other sporting events
when safety cover was provided.

I LOODING CALL-OUT FOR RENFREWSHIRE.

RAY~Li nk Sponsor shi p:

RAY~Link is published six times per year, and posted to all registered controllers. The Committee of
Management would like every member to receive every edition, but owing to the cost of postagethisisnot
possible unless asponsor can be found, as happened in December 1995, when Martin Dawes agreed to pay
the postageto every member. The Committeeareactively trying tofind sponsorsfor individual issues, but
inthemeantime, if youwould liketo receive each edition, please send asupply of addressed A5 envelopes,
stamped with onesecond classstamp oneach. Pleaseonly usethesecond classstampsfoundin stamp books,
i.e. thosewithout avalue marked, asthese will still bevalid if postage costsrise. If sponsorshipisraised for

any edition, your envelopes will not be used, and will be kept for the next ones which are not sponsored.
If you know of afirm which would like to reach our membership with their enclosure in our RAY ~Link
envelope, please let Ron Cowan, GM4SRL, QTHR, have anote of the details so that it can be followed up.
Itemsfor the April edition should be sent to Ron Cowan, GM4SRL, by 16th. March at thelatest. If you have
an articleready beforethen, please sendit assoon asyou can, asthishel ps prevent theusual last minuterush
after the closing date! If possible, contributions should be on disk to avoid them having to be re-typed!
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Cannock Chase

Exer ci se: Bi 11 GRAVX

Different Sort Of RAYNET Duty..
Bill GBAVX (With acknowledgement to the
SOLIHULL Group Newsletter, November 1995)

Inrecent yearsoperationsinour Group haveusually been
cyclerides, marathonsand similar eventswhereweprovide
communicationsin caseof medical emergencies. Because
medical emergencies are fortunately few most messages
concerncompetitorspassingour sites. A useful serviceand
wewerethereready had the need for our primary function
arisen but not a very exciting day out. The call to the
‘Cannock Chase Fire Emergency’ therefore came as a
breath of fresh air in more ways than one.

The duty was to patrol a designated area of The Chase,
report the exact location of any firetogether with the best
access point for the Fire Brigade and assist their rapid
arrival at thefireby opening barriersand guiding themin.
A secondary duty was to check the barriers placed at all
accesspointsto excludethepublic, making surethat they
weresecuredin positionandnot obstructed by unattended
parked cars. Because the whole area was closed to the
publicfor safety reasonswewereal sorequired tolook out
for trespassers, persuade them to leave and report their
position and direction to control.

Usually eight or more patrols were in simultaneous
operation each with responsibility for a different area.
L ocationswerereported by referencetoa’ FireMap’ which
hasareferencegridused by theFireBrigade. A muchlarger
scale map showing every track and footpath was also
provided. Each patrol comprisedafour wheel drivevehicle
with adriver experienced in off road driving and aradio
operator. At first hand held rigs were used because the
vehicles had no electrical connection points or suitable
steel areasfor mag mounts. This sometimes occasioned a
very rapid‘ off theroad’ triptothetop of thenearest hill to
call control. A camaraderie rapidly sprang up between
drivers and operators and soon many vehicles had cigar
lighter sockets and steel plates for mag mount and true
mobileoperationwasestablished. Theduration of apatrol
was seven hours during which regular radio checks were
made. Failure to make a radio check would cause the
adjacent patrol s to be despatched to find you.

At the beginning of apatrol all access pointswerevisited
and checked, thewholeareawasdrivenover tofamiliarise
driver and operator with the terrain and points of high
groundwereeval uated asobservation points. Thetimewas
thendivided between observingfrom highground, driving
off to intercept trespassers or motorists who thought that
accesspointswithbarrierswerefor car parkingand periodic
patrolling of the area. | found it a most interesting and
rewarding duty. | did five patrols and never spotted afire
but during every oneof those periodsonepatrol did report
afireand becausewewerethereit wasdealt with beforeit
became serious. | had aday in the open air in a beautiful
place and got treated to some spectacular cross country
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Chem cal North Yorks
| nci dent : Brian Dooks,
GORHH

chemical incident occurred after seven tonnes of

sulphuric acid were accidentally tipped into the
tank at efierigry onthewesternboundary of North Y orkshire.
Seven fire appliances were sent to High Bentham on
November 23 when a chemical reaction produced toxic
fumesfollowed by afire. Anareaaround Station Road was
evacuated and thirty eight people spent the night at arest
centre in Ingleton Middle School. North Yorkshire's
County Controller, Brian Dooks GORHI, was asked to put
RAY NET memberson standby at 18:00 hrsbut hisnearest
operators were fifty miles from the scene and help was
requested from Lancashire’s County Controller, Fred
Charnley G4ARPW.
Members of the North Lancashire and Fylde groups
provided atwo metre net supplying situation reportsfrom
therest centreinthe school. Initially these were sent back
toNorth Y orkshire’ sCounty Hall in Northallerton by land
line. But at 2230 an HF link was established on 80 metres
over theninety milepathfromNorthallertontoMorecambe
where information was being gathered on the two metre
net. HF remained workable until 03:30 hrs. when the
County Emergency Planners decided RAYNET could
standdownuntil 07:00hrs. Althoughfirefightersremained
at the scene throughout the next day while the chemical
cocktail wasremovedfromthestoragetank, therest centre
was closed soon after 08:30 hrs. and North Yorkshire's
Emergency Planning Officer, DuncanHarvey, stood down
RAYNET with his thanks.
The incident involved members of the Nidderdale and
Richmond groups from North Yorkshire. Central
Lancashire, East Lancashire and Rossendal e were placed
on standby to assist their North Lancashire and Fylde
colleagues but were not needed. Mr Harvey haswritten a
letter of thanksto the Lancashire groupsfor their prompt
assistance. GORHI said: “High Benthamisonly 15 miles
fromthewest coast sotheincident wasintheworst possible
place for North Y orkshire groups. But co-operation from
Lancashire maintained RAYNET’ s good name.”

T rans-Pennineco-operationwasneeded whenamajor

driving.

Someof thedriversregularly competeinfour wheel vehicle
competitions and it showed. On the last patrol there had
beenrainoverthepreviousweek and althoughthefirerisk
wasstill real some of the public decided that there wasno
reasontokeep off TheChaseand someyouthsthought that
they would have abit of sport with the patrols. One group
of youths pursued up atrack in the bottom of avery steep
sided valley ran up steps cut in the valley side when they
saw us coming. They were abit surprised when the patrol
doveupthestepsafterthem! Motorcyclescramblerscould
easily out runal and Rover acrosscountry but wouldfind
another patrol lying in wait ahead. Bikes are quick but
radioisfaster! Inall, quiteanexperience, avery enjoyable
duty, truly adifferent sort of RAYNET.
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ChilterHeights

Exer Ci se: | 13 November 1995

A Sal utary GM4SRL

TAal A-

Raynet Members arrived at the Chiltern District

Council Offices. They hadbeenal erted by theDistrict
Emergency Planning Officer (DEPO). Local radio had
broadcast that ‘some big bangs' had been heard in the
Hemel Hempstead area and it could be a plane crash. (In
fact afew monthsearlier the DEPO had asked RAY NET to
takepartinatabletopexerciseandtodeploy afew stations
to add some realism.)
Having gained access, theteam splitintotwo - therigging
team set up atalk-through and a 2m rig in the Comms.
Room and the rest made contact with the DEPO. He
explained that he was activating his Emergency
Operational Control (EOC) and would RAYNET supply
some comms. with two remote points. The first was in
Chesham Town Council offices, an absolute black hole
where cell phones rarely work, and the other was to
accompany theL ocal Authority Liaison Officer (LALO)to
afirein achemical works. Weweretold that the scenario
was that a passenger and military plane had collided and
themajor incident wasin Berkhamsted with debrisspread
invariousareasincluding Chesham. Weknew that Herts
were also on exercise and Herts RAYNET was being
deployed.
The Emergency Operations Control was staffed with the
Council Officials and there were representatives from
Bucks County Council and from the Voluntary
Organisations including Red Cross and the WRVS. In
addition to providing an opportunity of working with a
wide range of people, the exercisewasalivetrial of Mid
Thames RAYNET's own plans and capabilities. We
travelledlight andrepresentedthefirst waveof volunteers.
As the exercise developed we put two operators (with
headsets) directly intothe Emergency OperationsControl
so that messages were received and passed on with the
minimum of delay. These operators were able to make
direct contact with Herts and Bucks County RAYNET.
One of the mobiles was redeployed to the Bucks Silver
Control situatedinthelocal Police Station. Thisgavethe
senior staff an opportunity to hear and see RAYNET in
action.
Mid ThamesRAY NET’ sown mobilewaspositioned ona
highspottogiveback-upincaseof talk-throughdifficulties
and to provide support to the other mobiles.
Membersusedtheir new orangetabardstoidentify members
of the Control Team. They worked very well and met with
complete approval.
Immediately after the end of the Exercise, all operators
joined other participants at the DEPO’ sdebrief. Thiswas
very searchingineval uatingthemorning’ seventsandwas
constructive and informative.
Mid Thames RAYNET’s own debrief was held in the
eveningandwearenow modifyingour responseplans. We
have also reassessed our equipment needs and how it

Just before 08:00 hrs. a team of six Mid-Thames
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A Ufe'w yearsback amember of afree-fall parachute

A clubwason holiday with hiswifeand two small
children. Whilst his spouse and offspring sat on

thesand, the husband took himself off with hisparachute
to alocal club where he had been promised ajump on a
sunny August afternoon. The conditions wereideal and
at some dizzy height aband of free-fallersleapt from the
aeroplane. They plunged earthward for a minute before
pullingripcords. Oneby onetheparachutesdescendedto
the ground, except one. Our man went through his often
practised safety drills and successfully deployed his
reserve.
Those who have experienced descending by a reserve
‘chutewill testify that it will saveyour life, but you have
no control over where you are going to land. In fact he
landed on acow shed. Asaresult of theimpact aninternal
wall collapsed resulting in two Friesians having to be
destroyed by thevet. Asyoumight expect, thefarmer was
very imaginativeabout theval ueof thetwo dead cows, the
drop in milk yield amongst the remaining cows (this
happened before EEC cutsinmilk quotas) and therepairs
tothecow shed cametoafivefiguresum. Theparachutist
wasbadly shaken but otherwise unhurt and heassuredthe
farmer that hisclub’ spublicliability insurancewould pay
for the damage and the farmer duly submitted aclaim.
Back hometheclub secretary wasal so onholiday and had
neglected to pay the premium for the public liability
insurance policy. Theinsurance company repudiated the
claim, sothefarmer suedtheparachutist for hislosses. The
parachutist couldnot affordtheclaim, sohehad nooption
but to suetheentire management committeeof thefree-fall
club asbut failing to pay the premium on time, they had
effectively cancelled hispublic liability cover.
Thereis, of course, as you would expect, alesson to be
learned. Unlessinsurancepremiumsarepaidontime, then
nocover will beprovided by theinsurancecompany inthe
event of aclaim. If youareresponsiblefor themembership
returns of your RAYNET group, make sure that new
membersareregistered beforethey take partin activities,
andthat existingmembershavetheir cardsrenewed before
theexpiry date. Inthepast | believethat therewasathree
month period of grace, but thisisno longer the case. In
your own interests, ensure that all forms arefilled inin
plenty of time and that they are sent to Hunters Moon
together with apassport sized photograph, withthecorrect
callsignontheback, andthecorrectfee, (£3.60for oneyear
or £7.20 for two years) for each member.
should be deployed.

The exercise underlined our philosophy of the need to
remain flexible and to put in alight team first and whilst
not being complacent, we feel confident that the
interchangesand contactsmade, will enableusto provide
amore effective network when the need arises.

Len Dunn G6DOV
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