
NORTHERN FLOODS Heavy weather in North Yorkshire

BEAUFORT'S DIKE Combined event in the Irish Sea

HOSPITAL HELPED Scottish groups help with switchboard
changeover

MEETING REPORT A report on the Committee of Management
meeting

PUBLICITY What there is and how to get it

RAYNET SUPPLIES New supplies team

PAGERS Mercury Mini Call - special deal for
RAYNET

SEMINAR Scottish groups organise seminar for

RAYNET and User Services
AWARD Liam Harvey's contribution to VHF field day

recognised

FLOOD RELIEF OPERATION
North Yorkshire Raynet

apidly melting snow combined with heavy rain resulted in a callout for
RAYNET members in North Yorkshire when four rivers - the Tees,
Swale, Ure and Nidd - rose to near record levels.

North Yorkshire County Council's emergency communications centre at
County Hall, Northallerton, was opened at lunchtime on Tuesday, January 31 st,
and the RAYNET county controller, Brian Dooks, G0RKI, was asked to provide
radio operators.

The Richmond, Ryedale and Nidderdale groups were placed on standby and
arrangements were made to staff the emergency centre overnight.

By early evening the River Tees overflowed its banks at Croft on the county
boundary and police received reports that a road bridge had been swept away.
G7HSN was sent to check. After establishing the bridge was still in place, he
began monitoring the evacuation of homes.

Soon afterwards the River Swale flooded Catterick Village and a decision
was taken to open an emergency rest centre in Allertonshire School, Northallerton.
G4NUY was sent to obtain a situation report, while G0AWE set up a link from
the rest centre to G0GCK and G7NKJ at County Hall.

As the situation deteriorated rapidly with main routes up Wensleydale and
Swaledale blocked by floodwater, North Yorkshire Police were notified of a rail
crash on the Settle-Carlisle line at Aisgill in which one person was killed.
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RAYNET began planning a circuitous route to the remote
location but were not needed.

Conditions became so bad on the Swale that coaches
en route to the rest centre were unable to use two roads and
were diverted south to cross the river before travelling
north into Northallerton. The condition of the only usable
bridge at Skipton-on-Swale, near Thirsk, was so important
that G0UFI, G4HVA and G4FZN spent the next 18 hours
covering shifts to report its availability to the emergency
centre.

Some of the worst flooding was expected on the River
Ure at Boroughbridge, which suffered badly in 1982 and
1991 when the water was 4 ft 6 ins deep in the town centre.
Police placed 100 soldiers from 9 Regiment Army Air
Corps on standby with 20 lorries, 12 Land Rovers and four
Lynx helicopters.

Families were rescued from riverside homes in Ripon
where the Ure peaked eight inches above its previous
record level in 1991. G0RHI, who controlled a RAYNET
flood relief operation at Boroughbridge in 1991, began
sending reports from the market town at 3 am.

By daylight 20 homes in an area unprotected by the
flood defences were 4 ft deep in water and the town could
only be reached from the north via the Al. Four surrounding
villages were cut off by a river up to a mile wide and a Lynx
helicopter was sent to bring a pregnant woman to safety.

Mobiles using 2 metres could only work the 20 miles
from Boroughbridge to the Northallerton emergency centre
with difficulty. When G0RHI, G3EJF and G3JZP used
hand helds around Boroughbridge they relayed via G3EKL
(700ft ASL near Catterick Garrison) or G0PIR (520ft ASL
west of Ripon).

Although the River Nidd can be controlled by regulating
the output from three large reservoirs, part of the small
town of Pateley Bridge was flooded. G4NUY was sent
from the emergency centre with PMR equipment to provide
a situation report from Upper Nidderdale relayed via
G0P1R.

At Boroughbridge the Ure continued to rise - finally
reaching its peak of 15.7 metres above ordnance datum at
3.30pm on Wednesday only one brick below the top of a
flood defence wall alongside the river which was 350 yards
wide at that point.

By then the stone-built three-arch bridge, which used
to carry the Al through the town, had been cleared in case
it collapsed and the Army had sandbagged 200 yards of
flood defence wall which looked in danger of being
breached.

RAYNET returned to standby on Wednesday evening
and were finally stood down at lpm on Thursday after the
combined volume of the Swale, Ure and Nidd had raised
the level of the River Ouse - testing defences at York,
Cawood and Selby.

North Yorkshire's emergency planning officer, Duncan
Harvey, wrote to G0RH1: "I am most grateful for the
immediate and effective response of North Yorkshire
RAYNET. As the situation was developing it was difficult
to obtain and then maintain an accurate picture.

"Your members helped to overcome these problems

and it is reassuring to know that we have a network of
observers who can accurately report on the situation. I have
the utmost confidence in RAYNET and your role and
contribution are being noted with respect by the Police and
the Fire Service."

he Ayrshire RAYNET Group, with assistance from
the Renfrewshire and Clyde Coast Groups, gave
service to the Ayr Hospital, (the General Hospital

serving Ayrshire) on 5th. February, following a request for
help from Mrs. FAnson of the Hospital Trust. The hospital's
main switchboard was due to be upgraded and it became
obvious during discussions with BT and the firm carrying
out the upgrade that links within the hospital and those with
adjoining hospitals would be lost for a short time. Ayrshire
RAYNET was invited to a meeting and it was decided that
the work should be done at 02:00 hrs. on a Monday
morning, a time expected to be quiet communications
wise.

The group met at 01:00 hrs. and following a briefing
from hospital staff and from the Group Controller, Tom
Stewart, GM0BKX, the RAYNET members took up their
positions at strategic positions in the main hospital and at
the three other hospitals in the same group.

Needless to say, the timetable did not go exactly as
planned as the firm carrying out the work came across a
problem. Never-the-less, RAYNET worked through until
the switchboard was re-connected and subsequently
received a letter of thanks for another job well done.

GOONIE OF THE CONTEST

AWARD

iam Harvey, Controller of the South Argyll
RAYNET group received two presentations at
the annual meet of the local radio clubs and

RAYNET groups. Firstly he received a certificate of
excellence in recognition of his performance during the
1994 VHF Field Day. He then received the "Goonie of the
Contest" Award for "supplying the contest group with an
extraordinary generator, supplying 318 volts AC on VHF
Field Day 1994, which, when applied to the two metre radio
station power supply, did cause it to explode its capacitors,
causing shock and amazement to all in the radio operating
tent, some of whom will never recover, others have
recovered but will never be the same again, the shock being
too much!"

Yes, it's true, if you want a job really well done, call in
RAYNET!

Do you know of any similar happenings? Please send them
to RAY~Link at the usual address!
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Chairman's
Jottings

he "new" Committee of Management held
its first meeting in January and the members
are now working hard to co-ordinate all

RAYNET activities throughout the UK. At that
meeting, presentations from the retiring Committee
were made to the Past Chairman, Geoff Griffiths,
G3STG and to Brian Tindill, G4HVA who stood
down from the post of secretary on health grounds.
Ian Jackson, G8RWH has taken on the post of
Secretary, but Brian has agreed to continue as the
Network's post-box at his Bedale address.

In the first phase of our drive to publicise our
Organisation, priority has been given to enhance
our standing in the fields of Emergency Planning,
Training and Publicity. Each team now has a
Director who will report on the work of the team
at each Committee of Management meeting. Initial
contact with the teams should, wherever possible,
be through your own Zonal Co-ordinator.

It is very important that the User Services are kept
as fully informed as possible about the advantages
they can gain by using RAYNET. With this in
mind, regular presentations are made to those
members of the User Services who are responsible
for Emergency Planning in their own organisations.
On a National basis, about twelve presentations
are made annually, and many more are made at a
local level. A slide presentation, showing the work
of the Radio Amateurs' Emergency Network, and
which includes speaker's notes, is available to all
Network Groups and can be booked through Tom
Stewart, GM0BKX. Tom also handles the booking
of the display photographs. The Network's
publicity handout has been re-printed and copies
are available from your Zonal Co-ordinator. These
are particularly useful as handouts at meetings
which are attended by User Services and other
voluntary groups.

I welcome any moves which encourage groups
which went "independent" to rejoin the National

Network, and would ask that all groups, and all
members in groups, take time to explain to members
of Independent Groups the advantages to RAYNET
as a whole, as well as to groups, of RAYNET being
one National Network. To be credible, and
effective, we must speak to the User Services and
the other Voluntary Organisations as one voice,
representing RAYNET throughout the UK. The
Network will, of course, continue with this work,
but it would be so much easier if we could, for
example, pass on details and the results of our
negotiations to everyone without having to go
down two paths every time. If anyone has any
suggestions which would lead to the independent
groups rejoining us, please give me a ring on 0141 -
620 1000 any evening between 19:30 hrs. and
21:30 hrs. I will then put your ideas to the relevant
team director, and ask them to follow up your
suggestion. If I am not in, please leave a message
with Katie, (GM0UIG), or on the answering
machine. I will return your call at the first
opportunity.

I was pleased to see how well the members of the
Committee of Management are pulling together to
move RAYNET on to providing an even better
service both to our members and to the User
Services. The new teams have been formed and
will all be holding at least two team meetings before
the next Committee of management Meeting. In
the case of the teams which have members spread
throughout the Country, the "meetings" will either
be held by post, E Mail or telephone. One thing,
however, is certain, a lot of work is being done, and
will continue to be done by the teams. Progress to
date has been, of necessity, slow, as we have
worked to make new contacts and strengthen those
already in existence. This approach is now paying
off, and I anticipate that the Network will quickly
take on an even stronger role in Emergency
Communications.

73 de Ron, GM4SRL
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RAYNET LOGO
ON DISK

he Radio Amateurs' Emergency Network logo is
available on disk, suitable for use with a variety of
different word-processing and drawing packages.

Please send a formatted disk with a stamped addressed
envelope to Mike McCreery, GM0ETC, 1 Duart Drive,
Newton Mearns, Glasgow G77 5DS, stating exactly what
you want and which package is required. Mike will send it
back by return of post.

EASINGWOLD
WEEKEND

ollowing the very successful training co-ordinators'
weekend at Easingwold which was held in
November, there is another chance to attend when

the event will be repeated during the weekend 2nd. to 4th.
June 1995. The cost will be £50.00 for the weekend, and
this will include all accommodation and meals. Full details
from your own Zonal Co-ordinator or Cathy Clark, the
National Training Director.

Scotland and
Northern Ireland
involved in ferry
disaster exercise

Exercise Beaufort's Dyke was a major air and sea
rescue exercise held on Sunday 26th. February in
the North Channel, Irish Sea. The Belfast freight

ferry, MV Speroid, en route from Belfast to Stranraer,
carrying 12 vehicles, 201 passengers and 18 crew, struck a
partially submerged object. A disaster scenario then
developed viz, fire on board, noxious fumes from vehicles
on fire and pollution.

Subsequently 10 persons were known to be missing, and
200 passengers became affected by the smoke and fumes.
In the ensuing panic a number of passengers were injured.
The ship's Master declared a Mayday requiring evacuation
of all passengers and non-essential crew. A full scale
operation was triggered involving Search and Rescue
helicopters and lifeboats from both Scotland and Northern
Ireland. Northern Ireland Fire Brigade and Ambulance
Services arranged for teams to be airlifted to the vessel to
assist with fire fighting and medical treatment. Passing
ships assisted with a surface search for persons who had
abandoned the ship by life raft and for any who may have
been in the water. The exercise, and subsequent air and sea
rescue was organised and co-ordinated by HM Coastguard

from their Maritime Rescue Co-ordinating Centre at
Greenock and their Maritime Rescue sub-centre at Belfast.

RAYNET groups, both Network and non-Network, from
both Scotland and Northern Ireland, were co-ordinated by
David MacKinnon, GM0ADF, Strathclyde Regional
Controller. Some RAYNET operators manned all casualty
landing sites and clearing stations in Scotland and Northern
Ireland, while other RAYNET operators activated RAYNET
positions at MRCC Clyde and MRSC Belfast passing
casualty figures to HM Coastguard, and passing information
on behalf ofthe exercise di-staff, through RAYNET control
at Ayr.

The area of operation extended from Greenock, Strathclyde,
to Bangor in Northern Ireland, and included areas in
Dumfries and Galloway and the North Channel, Irish Sea.
The radio engineering for the exercise was co-ordinated by
Liam Harvey, GM4VYQ, group controller of South Argyll
RAYNET.

The exercise provided an opportunity for many RAYNET
groups to work together, providing a service to one of our
User Services.

AYNET in zone 9 were invited to take part in
Exercise "Ninecom" on Friday 3rd. March.
The objectives were to test contact

arrangements, including pagers, to test the Home Office
Emergency Communications Network, (ECN), to test BT
lines, to test facsimile links and the test RAYNET links. It
was held at the Region Nine County Emergency Centres
(with the exception of the West Midlands) and included
Hereford & Worcester, Shropshire, Staffordshire,
Warwickshire and the West Midlands.

Phase One lasted from 12:30 hrs. until 15:10 hrs. with
Phases Two and Three (involving RAYNET) lasting from
15:30 hrs. until 17:00 hrs. and 19:30 hrs. until 21:30 hrs.

A full report will appear in the next issue.

Main agents for PANASONIC Photocopiers &
Facsimile machines and the full range of

RISO Digital Printers.
Branches at

GATESHEAD and MIDDLESBROUGH
Tel: (0191) 4910671 or (01642)218761
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EASINGWOLD TRAINING WEEKEND

EXERCISE CONTROL 0500 Hrs.

HI - VIS JACKETS, RAYNET ID, HAND - HELDS ... FULLY EQUIPPED FOR THE EXERCISE.
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part from full reports from the Zones, discussion
included reports on the progress made by the
different specialist teams. Copies of the new

publicity handout were distributed to Zonal Co-ordinators
who will make these available to groups within their zones
as well as to User Services and others interested in obtaining
information about RAYNET.

Following four year's of service as RAYNET's supplies
officer, Barbara Slater, G6XYX was due to hand over to
Peter Enfield from Northumberland at the close of the
RAYNET Stand at Picket's Lock on Sunday 12th. March.
Peter will commence his duties at the beginning of April.
Full contact details for Peter are given on the order form
which is included elsewhere in this issue.

There are still a few places available at the training weekend
which is to be held at the Emergency Planning College,
Easingwold during the weekend of 2nd. to 4th. June.
Further details can be obtained from Cathy Clark, G1GQJ
or your own Zonal Co-ordinator.

The emergency Planning Team has negotiated special rates
for pagers. Any members requiring details should telephone
Dave Seabrook on 01638 750 571. See a separate item in
this edition of RAY~Link.

Help with a RAYNET technical projects is requested, and
any member who thinks they have skills to offer should, in
the first instance, contact Madeley Smith, ZC9, who is
QTHR.

Further copies of the Manual for the Training Scheme were
distributed to Zonal Co-ordinators and they will pass them
on to Groups who have requested copies. Further details
on the training scheme are available from members of the
training team who can be contacted through the Bedale
address, or directly via PO Box 2, CHINNOR, Oxon. OX9
4SR.

The Emergency Planning Team thanks all who have sent in
SOPS for evaluation. These are currently being interfaced
with the co-ordinated National Emergency Services plan
and no further input from members is required at present.

A 35mm slide presentation showing the work of the Network
can be borrowed by contacting Tom Stewart, GM0BKX,
who is QTHR. Tom also holds the booking diary for
display photographs which are available on free loan to
groups who are hosting open days or similar events.

Groups wishing advance publicity for events should contact
Dave Hicks, G6IFA on 01244 336 639.

ife RAYNET have, through their Regional
Emergency Planning Officer, arranged a seminar
for RAYNET during the weekend of 8th. and

9th. April. This will be held in South Queensferry, and will
be financed by the Scottish Office, and by the Regional
Emergency Planning Officers who will be sending delegates.
It will be open to both Network and non-Network groups
who have been invited by REPO's to send a controller
delegate from each RAYNET group in their area, together
with the Emergency Planning Officer responsible for
Communications in their region.

The study will concentrate on developing the relationships
and interfaces between local authorities, RAYNET and
other agencies with the aim of improving liaison and co-
ordination along with the provision of adequate training.
The programme was compiled following consultation
between local authorities, RAYNET and the Scotish Office,
and will attempt to address issues arising from any major
emergency with which RAYNET may be faced. Speakers
at the meeting will include Ron Cowan, GM4SRL, National
Chairman; Iain Strachan, GM4FLP, Zonal Co-ordinator,
Scotland North; and Cathy Clark, GlGQJ Training Director.

for all

t is intended that RAY~Link should be read by all
members of the Network, but in order to keep costs
down, it is posted only to Controllers who are asked

to ensure a wide circulation.

Readers of RAY~Link are reminded that they can have
their own copy posted to their home address for the cost of
a second class stamp. Simply send a supply of self-
addressed envelopes, stamped at 19p, to RAYNET at
Hunter's Moon, Newton-le-Willows, BEDALE, North
Yorkshire, DL8 1SX. (Use second class stamps rather than
19p stamps, as these will still be valid if the postage rate
rises.) There is no charge for RAY~Link itself.

Items for RAY~Link are always welcome and should be
sent to Ron Cowan, GM4SRL, at 85 Eastwoodmains
Road, Clarkston, GLASGOW, G76 7HG. The closing date
for the May edition is Tuesday 18th. April.
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E ver wondered the best way of letting others
know about vour RAYNET successes?

1. Publicity in advance.
Dave Hicks, G6IFA, 01244 336 639.

2. Publicity on the day. For Press & Media,
contact, in advance,
Dave Hicks, G6IFA, 01244 336 639.

3. Display photographs & Slide Presentation.
Contact, in advance,
Tom Stewart, GM0BKX, 01290 421298.

4, Computer Presentation.
Contact in advance
Frank McLoughlin, G1GAD, 0191 285 0391.

5. RAYNET Diary Dates.
Send information to Geoff Griffiths,
G3STG@GB7NRC
or by post to 11 The Grove, Asfordby, Melton
Mowbray, Leics., LE14 3UF

6, RAY~Link.
Send copy to Ron Cowan, GM4SRL
85 Eastwoodmains Road, Clarkston, GLASGOW
G767HG

7 80m News.
Contact Ron Cowan, GM4SRL, 0141-620 1000

8. Publicity Handouts.
Contact your Zonal Co-ordinator for a supply. We
have a good supply of these and would rather that
a lot of "originals" are used rather than you make
photocopies.

The Network has a "One Door" contact point, and if
you don't know exactly who or what you want, write to
RAYNET at the Bedale address which is listed on the front
page. Brian Tindill, G4HVA, our "postman" will ensure
that your correspondence is dealt with by the correct
person.

Remember, if you have a "real" callout, please let your
Zonal Co-ordinator know as soon as possible. The ZC can
then pass the information on to the Chairman and to the
Publicity Director, who in turn can point media interest in
the right direction. (It is likely that the media will contact
them in the first instance, looking for a local contact.) This
can be slightly awkward if they don't know of an incident
in the first place! Remember, though, that during a major
incident, all press enquiries should be dealt with through
the Press Officer dealing with your User Services media
relations.

Let's make 1995 the year that we grab every publicity
opportunity possible! To do this at national level, requires
local input. Please make sure that you don't let any chance
to "tell the world" slip you by!

Time for
a change

Barbara Slater, G6XYX.

Four years ago I started RAYNET Supplies, trying
to bring safety clothing etc. to RAYNET members.
John and I have really enjoyed doing the rallies

and have been made very welcome in different parts of the
country. Some members even opened their door for a bed
for the night, thanks Jill and Chris, but now it's time for a
change, and we have found a "very nice man" who has said
he will take over RAYNET Supplies from 1st. April 1995.
(Does he know what he is letting himself in for?) He is
Peter Enfield from Northumberland, I hope you will give
him the support in the future that members have given us
in the past.

He will be selling the regular things, and maybe have
some fresh ideas for the future. Thanks once again to
everyone for their support.

Best 73. Barbara.

Mercury
Mini - Call

he Emergency Planning Team have negotiated
special rates for the purchase of Mercury Mini
Call Pagers by RAYNET individuals and groups.

All services which are described as "UK Wide" refer to
areas which are covered by Mercury paging. Prospective
purchasers should check that the area required is covered.
A coverage map is available. There is no ongoing rental
charges, and, after the initial purchase, the only cost is for
battery replacement and the cost of sending a message to
the pager. With the Voicemail Service there is also a charge
for retrieving messages. There are three services:-

1. The Message Call System, This is a tone only pager
which will alert you, UK wide whenever a message is left
on your voicemail service. The purchase price for RAYNET
is £47.49.
2. The Lifestyle Plus. This is a numeric pager with the
display on the top edge. The purchase price for RAYNET
is £76.00
3. The Bravo Express. This is also a numeric pager with
the display on the front face. A "silent vibrate" mode is
standard with this pager and the pager has a back light, a
clock, and time-stamps messages. The purchase price for
RAYNET is £95.00.

Further details, and an order form, are available from
David Seabrook, G6HPY, ZC4, the Director of Emergency
Planning. As the Emergency Planning Team has worked
hard on your behalf to negotiate these deals for members,
please give the Network the chance of placing the order if
you are considering purchasing a pager.

RAY~Iink 19 March 1995 Page 7



EASINGWOLD TRAINING WEEKEND

"WE NEED SOMEONE JUST ABOUT HERE "

THE TEAM
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The Radio Amateurs' Emergency Network

RAYNET Supplies Order Form

Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England No: 2771954
Registered Office: 4 North End, Bedale, North Yorkshire. DL8 1AB

Effective from 01/04/95 E&OE

Return this form to:- PRICES CORRECT AT 01/04/95
PETER ENFIELD TELEPHONE:- (01670)540359
26 EDENDALE AVENUE, BLYTH, NORTHUMBERLAND, NE24 5QE
HIGH VISIBILITY TRAFFIC JACKET to BS6629 with RAYNET Badges
Small, Medium, Large
XL
XXL

NON
MEMBER

£54.62
£58.65
£69.00

SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

MEMBER

£47.50
£51.00
£60.00

P&P
Per Item

QTY TOTAL
Inc P&P

£4.30
£4.30
£4.30

RAYNET TABARDS to BS6629.
Small, Medium, Large, XL
XXL

£14.66
£15.81

£12.75
£13.75

£1.25
£1.25

NOTE:- sizes are over-shirt sizes, allow extra for jumpers, jackets etc.
ACRYLIC NATO STYLE JUMPERS: V-Neck or Crew Neck
Small, Medium, Large, XL
RAYNET Epaulettes ('RAYNET or 'RAYNET Controller' Please specify)

£12.65
£4.03

£11.00
£3.50

£1.80
£0.40

RAYNET BADGES - Reflective Silver letters on Blue background
310mm x 100mm
310mm x 100mm Magnetic
140mm x 45mm

£4.03
£6.90
£2.88

£3.50
£6.00
£2.50

£0.40
£0.40
£0.40

CAR STICKERS Black Letters on Yellow
500mm x 125mm
200mm x 60mm
100mm Circular
360mm x 180mm MAGNETIC
350mm x 350mm MAGNETIC (Old Logo)
Roof Rack Mounting Metal Sign

£0.92
£0.46
N/A

£6.90
£25.30
£23.00

£0.80
£0.40
£0.80
£6.00

£22.00
£20.00

£0.40
£0.40
£0.40
£0.60
£1.00
£1.75

MISCELLANEOUS
6 Amp Connectors (10 Pairs)
18 Amp RAYNET Connectors
New Logo Lapel Badge (Round) Pin or Stud
Lapel Badge (Old Design)
Embroidered Logo Badge
Embroidered RAYNET Badge
RAYNET Pen
I.D. Holder Clip-on
RAYNET Tie (New Logo) Standard
RAYNET Tie (New Logo) Clip-on
RAYNET Tie (Old Design)
RAYNET Flag (Made to order only)
RAYNET Scarf (New Logo)

£7.47
£9.20
N/A
£1.15
£0.92
£1.44
£0.81
£0.81
N/A
N/A

£6.90
£17.25
N/A

Please Make Cheques Payable to RAYNET Supplies & put your Call Sign on Reverse

NAME

ADDRESS

TOWN

COUNTY

POSTCODE

£6.50
£8.00
£1.00
£1.00
£0.80
£1.25
£0.70
£0.70
£6.00
£6.00
£6.00

£15.00
£6.00

£0.70
£0.70
£0.40
£0.40
£0.40
£0.40
£0.40
£0.40
£0.60
£0.60
£0.60
£1.50
£0.40

Total Goods Price
Total P & P Price

TOTAL

£ :
£ :
£ :

CALL SIGN

GROUP No)

TELEPHONE No

If it is found that smaller items can be packed with larger items,

then part of the P & P Charges will be refunded by

TRANSFERABLE VOUCHER


